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PREFACE. 



The influence of woman on society is of immense conse- 
quence ; — ^it is she who forms the man, both in the moral 
and physical sense, and society is, in a great measure, 
such as she has made it. 

Thus the education of the female sex should be a 
point of paramount importance. 

The enemies of our faith are well aware of this 
great truth; thus they exert every effort to take away 
from the education of female youth all christian and 
religious tendencies, and should their endeavours be suc- 
cessful, the religious influence still amongst us would 
inevitably disappear, and all thought of the Almighty God 
be banished from the family circle, as it is already 
rejected from various, social institutions; the Eedeemer, 
to whom youth would no longer be taught to raise its 
thoughts and prayers, would be as one unknown, and 

I 

society, given up to atheism and materialism, would be 
utterly lost. 
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But^ side by side with danger, God has given the 
remedy, and it consists in that devotion to the lowly, 
but important, work of the religious education of young 
girls, which never ceases to be on the increase. 

The Communities of Religious women who have devoted 
themselves to the education of youth, of their own sex, 
fills a high place amidst the works of contemporary 
charities, whilst the number of secular persons who 
devote their time to the same work is also very large. 

For two centuries the Ursulines had almost monopo- 
lized the education of youth, so that to be Ursulines and 
religious teachers were almost synonymous terms; from 
the time of their first foundation they established religious 
houses for this special end, and there was scarce a town 
in France, however inconsiderable, which did not possess 
its Ursuline Monastery. Their Pensionnais, or Boarding 
Schools, were frequented by children of the most distin- 
guished families, while in their day and free schools they 
gave to the children of the middle and working classes 
an education suitable to their position. 

They spread themselves throughout Europe and America, 

and though in the present day others share with them the 

task of education, they still stand amidst the first in rank. 

The Ursulines owe their primitive institution to S. 

Angela Merici of Brescia. 
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A guileless young girl herself, without education or 
fortune, with no other influence than that of her virtue 
and sanctity, she yet succeeded in establishing in that 
city the Society of S. Ursula, which soon spread itself 
over the whole catholic world, and was productive of 
such great results. Thus, it possessed that mark with 
which God has sealed all His works in the supernatural 
order as He has in that of nature, making use of little 
things ea qiue non sunt, in order to work out great ends. 
What is steam? What is the electric spark? Neverthe- 
less, see what effects they produce in the world. Thus 
it is in the church : the most wonderful and admirable 
results are effected by the most humble and lowly means. 

In consequence of the increase of the Ursuline Order, 
a largo number of lives of their Foundress have appeared. 
The first Life with which we are acquainted, written in 
French, was published at liege, near Ouwerx, in 1626, 
through the zeal of the Ursulines of that city ; it was dedi- 
cated to Peter Louis Caraffa, apostolic nuncio at Cologne. 
In France the first work appeared in Paris, in 1634, with 
a history of S. Ursula; the book did not bear the name 
of its author, but it is by Father Odo de Gissey, of the 
Society of Jesus. Both of these works were merely trans- 
lations of that which appeared at Brescia in 1600, anony- 
mously, but still known to be by the Jesuit Father Gondi 
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of florenoe. He liims^lf had only copied, as a sTiiiLinaiy» 
a life oompoeed towards 159S, by Father Bellintani, of Sale, 
a Capuchin ; this work was in manuscript in the Convent 
of his Order at Sale, and a copy of it existed in that of 
Brescia. 

Thirty years before, Nazari, a distinguished citizen of 
Brescia, had written the first Life of S. Angela, according 
to the depositions of four eye-witnesses, collected in 1568, 
by order of Consignor BoUani, bishop of Brescia, in pre- 
sence of a public notary. But it was never published, and 
remained preserved in the Convent of the Ursulines at 
Brescia; it was used, with that of Bellintani, in the 
process of canonisation of S. Angela. 

The life published by Father Grondi, and frequently 
reprinted in Italy, either in part or in collections of 
Saints' lives, was alone made use of for a long time, for. 
all publications, written in French. Father Quarre, of 
the Oratory, repubHshed it in Paris in 1642 ; it appeared 
in the book entitled — "The Glories of S. Ursula," printed 
at Valenciennes in 1656 ; in the Chronicles of the Ursulines, 
Paris, 1673 ; in the Chronicles of the Ursulines of Toulouse, 
by Father Parayre, an Augustinian Monk, Toulouse, 1682 ; 
in the History of the Religious Orders, by Father Helyot, 
Paris, 1715; and it was again edited at Mens, in 1769; 
at Foug^ros, in 1837, there appeared a life of S. Angela, 
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extracted from that of Father Quarre, but executed with 
greater taste, and many errors were corrected, according 
to the Bull of Canonisation. 

Amongst the early historians of S. Angela, who consulted 
the Life by Father Gondi, Bemardin Faino is the most 
distinguished. His work appeared at Bologna, in 1672, he 
rectifying many errors which had been left until that time 
uncorrected. It is this Life which the author of a History 
of the Ursulines, which appeared at Paris and Orleans 
in 1775, has made use of for his History of S. Angela, 
which held the first place. His work was edited again in 
1842, at Arras, by Canon Parenty, with modifications, 
irequently illchosen. 

In 1756, however, Charles Doneda, a priest of Brescia, 
of great learning and very critical, had already published a 
remarkable work, infinitely superior to all those of his 
predecessors. Finally, the Life of our Saint formed the 
study of Jerome Lombardi, a priest of Verona. It made its 
appearance at Venice, in 1778, under the title of Vita delta 
B, Angela Merici, fondatrice delta Compagnia di Sa Orsola, 
This time it was no longer a summary made from other 
authors, but a true critical study, wherein all assertions 
and opinions put forth formerly are discussed, in order ta 
be rectified or confirmed. ' The author seems to have had at 
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his disposal all that had previously appeared concerning 
the holy foundress of the Ursulines, books that it would 
now be difftcult to gather together. He knew the por- 
tions which were used in the process of the canonisation 
of his heroine; he had made researches in the archives of 
-different cities, consulted the MS.S. of XJrsuline Monasteries, 
and knew how to make good use of them. His work 
forms a quarto of 385 pages, divided into , two books : the 
first relates the life and death of Angela, and the second 
describes her virtues and her worship. 

It is upon this most copious work of Lombardi that the 
Jesuit Father Philip Salvatori wrote his Vita delict santa 
madre Angela Merici, fondatrice della compagnia di S, 
Orsola ossia delV Imtituto delle Orsoline, which he published 
at Eome, in 1807, on the occasion of the canonisation 
of Angela. It is divided into three books ; the first relates 
the life of the Saint, and the foundation of the Society of 
S. Ursula; the second is consecrated to the study of her 
virtues and the account of her death and glorification ; and 
in the third the author has united the primitive rule given 
by Saint Angela to her Society, her testament, her 
Kecollections, and her advice. 

AVe judged that we ourselves could follow no bett-er 
^uide for the labour we have undertaken in honour of 
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S. Angela. We have followed it carefully, completing it, 
X)iitting a fmishing touch or curtailing it where it has 
appeared requisite, and we have divided our work into 
four books ; the Life, the Institute, the Virtues, the Death 
and Ihe Glorification of S. Angela. 
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LIFE OF ST. ANGELA. 



BOOK FIRST. 



CHAPTER I. 

The Birth and Infancy of Angela — Her education — Her early virtue and 

first Communion. 

Italy, that land fruitful in saints, has the honor of heing the 
birthplace of Angela. 

At the north of the Peninsnla, in the ancient States of 
Venice, on the western banks of Lake Garda, famed for its 
fish and the beanty of its shores* stands the small and 
fionrishing mannfacturing town of Desenzano. It was 
formerly a part of Brescia, and was under the spiritual 
jurisdiction of the bishop of Yerona. 

Amongst the most virtnous and well-to-do families of 
Desenzano, there dwelt in the fifteenth century, that of the 

* Antiquity gave to Liake Garda the name of Benacus Locus. Viigil 
speaks of the agitation of its waves as equal to those of the 
sea (G^rg. iL 160). Catullos, captivated by the beauty of its situation, 
built himself a house at the extremity of the peninsula of Sermione — a 
little to the east of Desenzano — ^to which he dedicated his poem 
Ad Sermionem Peninndam. 
B 
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Merioi. They possessed land in the territory of Brescia with 
the rights of burgesses. The head of the family bore the 
name of John, but he has been at times called Thomas, 
probably because he could lay claim to both names. He 
married a young girl £rom Sale, a town near to Desenzano. 
She was the daughter of the house of Biancosi, a family 
illustrious in itself, and rendered still more so by its alliance 
with the noble families of Bertazzoli, and of the counts 

• 

Lanfranchi and Tragno. Towards the dose of the 
fifteenth century the family of Merici became dispersed, but 
its various branches were held in great respect for the virtue 
of many of its members who lived at Manerbo della Eiviera, 
and at Solarola. Their descendants are still to be met with 
at DarjR)i in Camonica.* 

Saint Angela was the daughter of John Merici, alluded to 
above, but she was not the only child of her parents. They 
had four other children, amongst whom she was the most 
precious, God having chosen her to adorn His church, not 
only by her rare and sterling virtue, but by the multitude of 
virgins, whose spiritual mother and conductress she was to be, 
and who throughout the whole Catholic world have increased 
the number of the chaste spouses of Christ. It would seem 
as if, by a dispensation of Providence, the name of Angel or 
Angela was bestowed upon her at the baptismal font; for 
from her most tender infancy God bestowed on her such 
abundant graces that the brightest hopes were conceived in 
her regard by all who knew her. According to general opinion 
the year 1474 was marked by the happy birth of the saint ; 
the precise date, however, is not known. Her parents, who 

* The Valley Camonica to the north of Lake Iseo ; the river Oglio 
flows through it. 
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were very religious, educated their children in the fear of 
God, and practised the beautiful patriarchal custom, rare, 
alas, in our days, of gathering their family together morning 
and evening to pray in common, as also to hear a spiritual 
lecture, generally taken from the " Lives of the Saints." It 
was not only the grown-up members of the family who assisted 
at these pious exercises, but also those who, from their tender 
age, were unconscious of what was passing, in order to 
accustom them in after years to give a portion of their time to 
pious exercises. 

The holy practice of these truly-Christian parents succeeded 
admirably with the little Angela. Prevented by grace and 
aided by a pious precocious reason she took an extraordinary 
pleasure in being present. She was recollective and attentive 
during the lecture, and prayed fervently and devoutly, never 
showing signs of weariness or haste to finish, as is generally 
the case with children; on the contrary, she manifested 
reluctance to pass from pious exercises to the amusements 
adapted to her tender age. 

An old biographer of S. Angela, whose quaint words we 
quote, thus writes of the impression produced on the child 
by reading the " Lives of the Saints " — " Our little virgin (at 
this lecture) felt herself seized with an ardent desire to 
imitate the saints ; but is it any matter of wonder that Angela, 
who was destined one day to become the mother and found- 
ress of the Ursulines, drew from the mere reading of the 
* Lives of the Saints ' the source and principle of her inspira- 
tions, when we know that God has called to His service many 
of the founders and fathers of religious orders solely with 
reading the * Lives of the Holy Fathers,' who have shone like 
so many suns unto others, to lead them from this brief life to 



4 THX UFB OP 8T. AITGSLA.. 

that which is eternal? Eldest sons of heaven were they, who 
made no account of the riches of the world, hut quitted all in 
order to acquire the hlessedness of eternal life." 

Of such was S. Augustin, reading the life of S. Anthony ; 
S. John Columhini, the life of 8. Mary of Egypt ; and that 
great saint, the hlessed Ignatius of Loyola. 

0, happy reading of the " lives of the Saints," which has 
served many holy ones as a good sharpening stone to give a fine 
edge to their virtue, and hath heen to them a great help to lead 
them on to heaven. 

Individual character, with its predominant passion, and the 
inclinations which become folly developed later, frequently 
manifests itself in the child at the most tender age, and its 
early education generally leaves a trace which can never be 
effaced, and which often decides for good or for ill the whole 
future life. 

The heart of a child, soft as melted wax, is capable of 
receiving an impression so profound as to affect the events of 
succeeding years, and happy are they who arc able to bless 
and venerate the beloved ones who have stamped on their 
minds such virtuous impressions. On the contrary, if we 
observe evil dispositions in our hearts, and going up to the 
root of the evil we discover that the first germ was deposited 
in our minds by those whose duty it was to watch over us, or 
that its progress was not arrested in time, what respect can 
we feel for them, or how can we cherish for them a gratefdl 
remembrance. 

It is impossible to insist too much on the importance of 
that portion of a child's education which it receives beneath 
the eyes of its parents. 

The good seed sown in Angela's heart brought forth 
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abundant fruit, and the early biographers of her life agree 
that, from the age of five years, she began to walk in the way 
of perfection, taking- no pleasure in a child's play, and the 
enemy of idleness — she loved retreat and prayer, endeavoured 
to fast and practise self-denial, and was always occupied in 
practices of devotion, or in the work which was apportioned 
her. Prom the first dawn of reason she conceived such a 
horror of sin that the slightest shadow of evil, as Massini ex- 
presses himself in the " Lives of Holy Virgins," gave her an 
oppression of the heart which caused a species of faintness,. 
and, on the other hand, it is said of her in the book of the 
" Glories of Ursula " that when she heard God spoken of her 
heart seemed to melt and swoon away with love. 

With such beginnings, founded on such a basis, it may 
easily be imagined to what a height the edifice of her sanctity 
might be raised. In addition to the aids which her piety 
received from her parents, God added that which proceeded 
from her elder sister, who was equally inclined to devotion. 
Perfectly united by similarity of tastes they animated each 
other to advancement in virtue, and, whilst their brothers 
gave themselves up to their innocent pastime, or rambled 
on the borders of the lake, their sisters withdrew to their 
chamber, in which they had erected a small altar, which they 
took a pleasure in adorning according to the solemnity of the 
day, and prostrate before it they made their pious exercises, 
singing alternately psalms and anthems as at the church, 
to which they brought such fervour that they might well 
emulate the blessed spirits in Holy Sion, who celebrate the 
praises of God around His throne. To these exercises they 
added the mortification of their innocent flesh — sometimes 
they deprived themselves of breakfast, or of luncheon, or 
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refrained from such food as they liked best. Frequently they 
rose with the dawn of day to pray, and very often they passed 
the night on chairs, or even on the floor. 

The conduct of these holy children could not escape the 
vig^ilance of their parents, and often when speaking of it they 
were moved to tears ; but, however satisfied they might be 
with their piety, they could not approve of the mortification, 
which, rigorous as it was, they feared, at so tender an age, 
would be hurtftil to their health, and, above all, they refused 
to allow them to shorten the hours allotted to sleep and rest, 
things so necessary, especially to children. 

They then gently strove to turn them from the practice of 
austerities, and succeeded with the eldest ; but Angela, called 
by God and guided by the Holy Spirit to a higher sanctity, 
soon took up with them again, and declared an implacable 
war to her senses. She resolved (and she was then but seven, 
years of age) never more to sleep i^ a bed, however great 
might be her desire. Then, seeking a more constant union 
:with God, she passed many of the hours of tlie night in con- 
t'Cmplation, in which such light was eommunicated to her that, 
in advance to her age and superior to herself, she attained, in 
a few years, a degree of perfection scarcely reached by many 
religious far advanced in age. But as God had especially 
destined virginity to flourish in His church again, and to 
multiply the number of those who embrace this evangelical 
counsel He infused into her with her mother's milk the Jove 
of this beautiful virtue. 

She was not yet of an age to estimd,te its value, and yet every 
means was adopted by her to preserve the purity of her character 

she was modest in her looks, reserved in speech and manners, 

and though such a child, she was ever assiduous at prayer. 
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At the age of ten years she gave a striking proof of her love 
of purity. Nature had adorned her person with its gifts 
with the same liberality as grace had adorned her soul. Her 
figure was pleasing, her demeanour gracefal, and she was dis- 
tinguished amongst her companions by her beautiful fair hair, 
which then, as now, was regarded as a mark of great beauty. 
Ear from being vain of it she never suspected that it was 
observed, and lived on with every thought concentrated on 
higher things, when one day a young person in her company 
imagining she was paying her a compliment, told her that, on 
account of her beautiful hair, she was sure to have many 
admirers and eligible ojQfers of marriage as soon as the proper 
time should arrive. 

To any other but Angela these words would have flattered 
and pleased their hearer ; to her they were as a thunder clap 
which cast her into trouble, and led her to reflect on their 
meaning. 

She had already decided to have no other spouse but Jesus, 
and to prevent anyone from pretending to her hand, she 
resolved to deprive herself of all that could win the admiration 
of man. She took some soot, boiled it in water, and made of 
it a lye, with which she washed, or, to speak more correctly, 
stained her hair, and continued to do so till, having lost all 
its beauty, far &om being an attraction it rather inspired 
others with disgust. Not content with this, she redoubled 
her fasts, her watchings, and her other corporeal austerities, so 
that she lost all tihe freshness and beauty of her complexion ; 
but the lily of her innocence flourished still more, so well was 
it sheltered against every blast of the enemy. 

This magnanimous resolution soon made the demon of 
impurity comprehend the combats and the defeats he must 
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expect on t^o part of this generous child, and he hastened 
to attack her with all his snares in order to overcome her 
holy resolutions, to fight against her pious designs and cast 
down her courage, hut it was all in vain. Armed with 
mortification, humility, and prayer, as with a threefold shield, 
Angina remained impenetrahle to his infernal darts; her 
virtue made them powerless ; and they retorted on her enemy 
for his greater confusion. 

llius victorious, although so young, over her cunning and 
foarftil ouomy, she merited that God should nourish her 
with that, heavenly manna which is so justly called the bread 
of the Htrong. She had entered on her thirteenth year, and 
in Hpito of tlio brilliancy of her innocence and virtue she had 
)\ot yt)t Ihh^u admitted to the Eucharistic table, for amongst 
the irrcgularitios of this dangerous epoch the use of the most 
HiUuttiry of the nacraments had been abandoned, under the 
]»lt>a of a falno respect, but in reality from a real spirit of 
irroligion ariHing fVom sloth and absence of faith. 

(ilod, however, would no longer permit that His beloved 
little virgin should remain any longer deprived of this divine 
strengthener, and Ho inspired the cure of Desenzano to hasten 
the desired moment in her behalf against the ordinary custom. 
When Angola learned this happy nevrs she experienced nothing 
but gladness, and was ready to swoon for very joy. From this 
moment she exerted herself in every possible way, in order 
to prepare for her divine guest a worthy reception, giving 
herself up with more fervour than ever to prayer and penance. 
Whilst preparing herself for this great action, it happened 
either by the spirit of humility, which made her well know 
how unworthy she was to receive her God, or by a ruse of the 
Evil One, that she began to doubt whether a creature so vile 
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and full of defects as herself could venture to present herself 
at a table at which it was forbidden to the purest of angels 
or most ardent of seraphim to present themselves. But God 
soon dispelled the illusion, and all doubt and perplexity 
vanished^ Angela heard the voice of His love, and, in calling 
her to the sacre^ banquet, he helped her to avoid the snare, 
and fly with confidence to rest in His fatherly bosom. The 
thirsty stag runs not more feagerly to the fountain of living 
water than Angela to the holy altar ; and when she received 
the body of her Lord what language can describe the flames 
Hifl presence excited in her heart. It was the day of her 
heavenly nuptials with her Beloved, for she was then united 
to Him by indissoluble ties ; and the young virgin was in a 
manner incorporated with her divine Spouse. 

And having once received this heavenly manna she desired 
to taste none other food ; and, in fact, she passed oftentimes a 
whole week without taking nourishment. If, at this time it was 
not allowed her to present herself daily at the holy table, she, 
at least, assisted each morning at the holy sacriflce, and, 
passing whole hours in the church, entertained herself with 
her Beloved in the holy Sacrament of the altar, whence she 
received almost as great an abundance of spiritual delights as 
if she had received Him really in heart. 
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CHAPTER n. 
TRIALS AND CONSOLATIONS. 

Angela in a short time loses all the members of her family — God 
honours her with a heavenly vision — ^Her life at Salo with a maternal 
uncle — Her wondrous progress in virtue. 

CrOD began {His own work in Angela after having strength- 
ened her for trials and combats. 

He seconded from the first the holy resolution our young- 
Tirgin had formed to liye for Him alone. In a few short 
years He took from her, one after another, the four dear ones 
who held the first place in her innocent heart — ^these were her 
parents, and the brotheic &iid sister, who were the most 
virtuous of the family. 

We have already spoken of the piety of John Merici, her 
father, and of the care with which he had brought up his 
children. Thus Angela, independently of the natural 
affection which leads every good heart to love the author of 
its being, loved her father with an especial love, bom of virtue 
and gratitude ; for, as she advanced in virtue and devotion she 
came to understand how much she owed her father for the 
seeds of religion he had implanted in her heart frt>m the first 
dawn of reason, and which he had afterwards brought to 
maturity, and cultivated as much by his example as by his 
instructions. Thus, if she was induced to love him as the 



THE LIFE OF ST. Al^aSLA. 11 

author of her natural life, she saw, on the other hand, that 
she owed him no less, as the principle of her supernatural 
life, a life far more estimable and precious than the former. 

Of course this affection was both good and virtuous, but 
still very human, it was not purified to the degree designed 
by the heavenly Spouse in this beautiful soul. Scarcely had 
she reached the age of fifteen when she lost her father by a 
violent fever. The afliction of the amiable child was pro- 
found. Nevertheless, this sadness diminished not, but, on the^ 
contrary, increased the merit of the holy resignation with 
which she acknowledged in the loss the hand of her divine 
Master. She abandoned herself wholly to God who blessed 
her by leaving her no other father than Himself, and she 
sought henceforth to unite herself still more closely to Him. 

]E[er affection for her sister then became still greater. This 
sister, as we have already said, had been the most constant 
and faithful companion of her devotions ; she was her first 
guide and her mogt fervent rival in the virtuous practices 
which they secretly exercised. Older and more experienced; 
she was Angela's support and her faithful adviser on all occa- 
sions, pointing out dangers to be avoided, and acts of mortifi- 
cation best suited to the time atid the manner of practising 
them under the 'eyes of God alone. But whilst Angela still 
flattered herself that she should find in the affection and 
wisdom of her sister a compensation for the recent loss of a 
dear and cherished father, it pleased God to deprive her of 
this support also; and if the i:esignation of this virtuous 
young girl was apparent in other trials, it never appeared 
.with more brilliancy than in this, which, for the/reasons we 
have assigned, was certainly the sharpest. She was at first 
overwhelmed, and like a traveller striving to find his way 
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thn^u^ ;i d«k nisrht and with no g:aide, it seemed to ber as 
if, with thi^ s«^vad Wow, her jHons derigns were at once 
l>n>kon up: but speedily i>e«OTering from her dejection, Ae 
lookevl up to ho«iT^n, and rememhering that all human vi(aB- 
situdi^it aio ruW by divine Providence, she committed heiseli 
to IuhI with ^vrftvc resignation, praying fervently at the 
*amo timo t\>r tho repose of the soul of her sister, and for 
moTo Abundant ^irraces for herself, so as not to deviate from 
the rt^ht )vith on which she had entered. 

IuhI w>uoh$afed to grant her speedily this double favour, in 
a marwlKvis vision* al a time when she was least thinking of 
it. 

At the i^oriod of which we speak there did not exist in the 
woU^vhIo oIas:M« of society the softness and prejudices of 
the present day. The opulent classes even did not disdain to 
busy themselves with domestic atfarrs, u^d accustom their 
children to manual work in the house or the fields, according 
t-o their condition, strength, and industry. Thus Angela, 
although the daughter of a family in easy drcimistances, was 
charged, at the dinm^ hour, with the task of carrying their 
food to the workmen in a field near the house. She did it 
very willingly to the edification of all : going on her way 
modestly, prating to llod, or with her mind occupied with 
pious thoughts. Now, it happened that a few days after her 
sister^s death she bore, according to her daily custom, the 
dinner to the labourers, her mind more than usually occupied 
by the thought of her beloved departed sister, and full of 
pious love, she threw herself on her knees in the field, and 
besought God with unspeakable fervour to give to the soul of 
her sister eternal rest. At the same time raising her eyee to 
heaven, she beheld a brilliant throng of blessed spirits paying 
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court to their queen, the ever Blessed Virgin, who surpassed 
them all by the splendour of her majesty and glory. Angela 
was transfixed with wonder and admiration ; then, gezing 
more attentively on the blessed troop, she distinctly recog- 
nised her sister in its ranks. The joy with which her heart 
was inundated may be imagined, she was ravished out of her 
very self, and she would have remained lost in thought at the 
inefiable grace which had been granted to her, without think- 
ing of her errand, but for a voice from out the blessed vision 
which, addressing her as follows, recalled her to herself. 

" Angela : if thou continuest in the way in which thou 
hast entered, thou shalt one day share our glorj'." 

According to a tradition existing at Desenzano, this appari- 
tion took place on the road to Machetto, about half a league 
from that small town, near a rustic habitation called La 
Grezze, in a field which belonged formerly to the Merici, and 
which at present makes part of the domain of the Counts do 
Yillio. It is certain that there was in this spot a small chapel 
dedicated to our saint, and it is at the same time true that it 
was erected in mempry of the event which has been related^ 
and well might the memory of this wondrous vision be per- 
petuated, as it was perhaps the most remarkable ep6ch in the 
Banctity of Angela, After beholding this extraordiQary 
spectacle, and hearing the words at the same time addressed 
to her, her soul was filled with new vigour, armed with a still 
stronger virtue, she henceforth took no notice of human vicis- 
situdes. She fixed her thoughts on God alone, looking to 
Him only for protection and defence in the dangers which 
surrounded her in the midst of the world, and animated with 
the desire of arriving at the glory which had been promised 
her in this marvellous vision, she advanced with a surprising 
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courage in the holy life which she had marked out for bei- 
self, and inasmuch as the priyation of human help had served 
to increase her confidence in God, the Holy Spirit had 
hecome by His interior lights her special guide, so that the 
rapidity of the progress she made in the abnegation of self^ 
detachment from all earthly things, prayer, and the love of 
the Sovereign Good, henceforth the only object of all her 
affections, can scarcely be conceived. 

She folly exhibited this in another trial to which Our Lord 
exposed her virtue. A year had scarcely passed away since 
the death of her father and her beloved sister, when her 
mother fell seriously ill and died. This loss, which we may 
consider as the most cruel that could befal Angela, naturally 
and profoundly grieved her. Nevertheless, without failing in 
the duties of filial love and piety, she was not for a moment 
discouraged, but reanimating her trust in God, in the midst 
of her earthly sorrows, she found in those self-same sorrows 
a new motive to hate the world and to live only for the life 
which knows neither end nor change, and which nothing can 
take away from whomsoever desires to possess it. 

Left an orphan at the perilous and tender age of sixteen, 
deprived of her sister who could have filled her mother's 
place, and also of her paternal uncles, Angela was welcomed 
to his home by a brother of her deceased mother, who took 
her and also her little brother to Salo, in which place he 
dwelt in order to educate them. 

This unde was very religious, and as he was aware of the 
extraordinary piety of his niece, he left her entire liberty to 
follow her inclinations, and to practise every act of virtue 
her piety might suggest. He even allowed her to direct her 
brother in this point, desirous that he, too, should advance in 
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viitue, and we are told that having excellent dispositions, 
this youth was not only docile to the lessons of his holy 
sister, but that there was even a generous rivalry between the 
two, as to which should find out new practices of virtue and 
make increased progress in the service of God, and so much 
did he endear himself to Angela, that in some way he com- 
pensated to her for the loss of her sister. 

Whilst this young girl was peaceftdly rejoicing in the 
sweet firuits of his fervour, the spirit of evil, furious against 
her, made fresh attempts to trouble her soul, raising within 
her mind thoughts which this innocent dove held in the 
gi'eatest horror. But all these attacks served only to increase 
the defeats of the enemy and the laurels of the victorious 
heroine. She pushed to such an extent her abstinences and 
the macerations of her virginal flesh, that they appeared almost 
incredible, and the wonder is, as we shall see elsewhere, that 
they afflicted without consuming, so delicate a body, so great 
was the species of martyrdom she imposed upon herself. 
Far, however, from resting content with these penances, she 
believed herself only to be safe by a complete giving up of 
the world, and meditated retiring to a desert, where she 
might occupy herself with God alone. She communicated her 
idea to her brother, the faithful confidant of her fervent 
schemes, and encouraged him with all the eloquence she 
possessed, to fly from the world with her, as so many illus- 
trious anchorites had done, and live with her in perpetual 
solitude. Pinding him disposed to follow her advice, they 
fixed the day of their departure, and prepared for the under- 
taking without anything having transpired. A similar anec- 
dote is related of S. Theresa, but at a still more tender age, 
and equally in company with one of her brothers. But they 
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wore not able te get very far from home. As soon as the 
watchful uncle percoiTed they had left his house, he instituted 
a search, and as they were quite inexperienced, and wholly 
unaciiuaintod with the roads, they were soon found and 
brought back. When he heard the motive of their flight, he 
tenderly reproached them, placing before their eyes the dan- 
gers to which they were exposing themselves, and showing 
them that to carry out their pious designs, his home gave 
them more security than the most solitary hermitage. 

Full of confusion and regret they begged their unde to 
forgive the pain they had caused him, and, persuaded by his 
sage reflections, they promised never again to attempt such 
an undertaking, and to form no important project without his 
consent. The undo, who had already had a thousand proofs 
of their obedience, satisfied with these promises, lefb them to 
their own fervour, and henceforth, they led in the world a 
life, if not that of religious, like that of the seraphim, and 
they became a subject of edification and admiration to all the 
country around, Angela, in particular, being styled the Virgin 
of Jf sits Christ and the Saint of Paradise, 

Everyone regarded with a holy envy this beautiful model of 
fraternal union, and could not sufficiently praise God for 
having unit^ them in taste, inclination and virtue ; parents 
proposing them to their children as perfect models for their 
imit-ation. But God, who had great designs over Angela, 
soon deprived her of the last earthly being to whom her heart 
still dung, by calling to Himself this virtuous brother, at the 
same time giving to him the reward he merited ; and drag- 
ging from the heart of Angda every tie which could present 
an obstade to the designs he had over her. 

It may easily be imagined how painful this blow was to 
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the heart of this tender sister ; hut far from heing crushed hy 
the trial, Angela gained new courage wherewith she abandoned 
herself yet more perfectly to the will of God, like some 
humble servant depending in all things on the will of his 
master. 

Having then made a new and more complete offering of 
herself to the Lord, she resolved to make it her sole aim to 
discover and follow the dispositions of Providence in her 
regard. 

A pious and learned author of her life relates that she was 
greatly strengthened in her magnanimous resolution by a 
heavenly apparition of her brother, which took place in the road 
called the Strette, some distance from the suburbs of the city. 
It is by no means astonishing that a soul as pure and as holy 
as that of Angela should have been favoured by two super- 
natural visions : but if her brother did not comfort her with 
some apparition (and I must own that other authors do not 
allude to this fact) it may well be presumed that, from his 
abode in heaven, he gave an invisible protection to his desolate 
sister, to strengthen her in her generous resolution, and 
obtained for her that wondrous progress in virtue which at 
last conducted her to the height of the most consummate 
sanctity. 
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CHAFIER in. 

HKll FIRST VOCATION. 

Angela roturiiH to DoHcnztmo — She receives in a Tision the first idea of 
tho Society which she founded — She enters into the third order d 
S. Francis. 

A HO IT Hix yojiFH had passed since she first went to dwell a^ 
t>alo, when Angela, either on account of the death of her 
uncle, or from some other motive which the historians of her 
lil'o have not related, returned to her paternal home at 
DoHcnzano. She was then in the twenty-second year of her 
age. 

The joy of her friends and relatives was unspeakable when 
they beheld her re(urn. They had witnessed her departure 
with very great regret, and in proportion to the fame of her 
extraordinary virtue so had they desired her return. Angela, 
too, felt no little consolation on meeting, in her native place, 
a young girl after her own heart, as much on account of her 
innocence, her retired life, and her zeal for praj^er, as for her 
spirit of penitence and fervour. 

Angela at once took her for a comparion, joining with her 
in her exercises of pioty, holding conferences together, and 
encouraging her to advance in the practice of perfection. But 
God soon took this companion from her also, never ceasing by 
new trials and separations to strengthen the virtue of one 
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whom He destined for the achievement of great undertakings. 
Nevertheless, it pleased God to sketch out to her His designs 
in a vision we are about to mention, the facts of which are 
best proved by the unanimous testimony of her biographers. 

About a month after the death of her companion, she 
went with some young girls to the country in order to take a 
little innocent relaxation, and separated from her companions 
during luncheon, she withdrew under a vine, in a place called 
Brudazzo, near the high road which leads from Desenzano 
to Salo, there she cast herself on the earth in order to pray 
in solitude, and with great fervour she besought God to mark 
out to her the sure way to arrive at a happy end. 

Xow, while she thus prayed, the heavens appeared suddenly 
to open, and she saw directed towards herself an immense 
ladder, by which descended a brilliant throng of virgins ; all 
were richly robed, wearing on the head a royal diadem. They 
came two by two, in admirable order, singing melodious 
canticles in union with harmonious instruments touched hj 
angels who accompanied them, mingling their voices with 
those of the virgins. The saint fell into an ecstasy of joy 
and admiration when she beheld approach the beloved 
companion who had gone to heaven a short time before, who, 
calling her by name, said to her : " Angela, know that God 
huh shewn tJiee this vision to make known to thee that before 
death thou must found at Brescia a society of virgins like unto 
thisy and which He commands thee to do." 

According to some, other secrets were revealed to her in 
this apparition ; after which the blessed company of virgins 
disappeared from sight. 

But the impression which this vision left in her mind could 
no more be effaced than the sweet concord of that heavenly 
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harmony ; it frequently seemed to her that she heard it 
sonnding in her ear, and she wonld herself repeat it in a 
melodions voice ; but that which beyond all else was engraven 
in her heart, was the order which God had Himself trans- 
mitted to her, and she at once stndied how she shonld execute 
it. 

If it was postponed for some years it was because she did 
not believe herself capable of snoh an undertaking, her humi- 
lity persuading her that she had not the virtue necessary for 
so great a work. However, doubting not of the reality of the 
vision, less by the remembrance she had of it, than by the 
assurance her confessor gave to her, to whom according to 
custom, she had revealed all, she applied herself henceforth 
with much more care t^ make herself perfect in order that 
she misrht become a worthv instrument in the hands of God. 
She had learned either by other particular instructions re- 
vealed during the vision, or by an interior light of the soul, 
that the society of Virgins, of whom she was to be the mother, 
were to consecrate themselves in a special manner to the edu- 
cation and spiritual welfare of their own sex, and from hence- 
forth, according to her means and as occasion oflfered, she 
devoted herself to a work so salutary and charitable. By her 
zeal and surprising activity, she made herself very useful to 
those with whom she resided, and several royal personages 
endeavoured, as we shall see later, to keep her in their several 
states for the good of their subjects. Meanwhile, whilst 
laboring for the salvation of her neighbour, she did not neglect 
herself. On the contrary, aware that we cannot inspire others 
with virtue if we do not possess it ourselves, and we cannot have 
it unless it come to us from above, Angela gave herself fer- 
vently to prayer, the indispensable means for obtaining what 
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she desired. She knew by experience how much supernatural 
vigour holy communion gives to the soul ; and would have 
approached it very frequently, but her confessor refused her 
this happiness. Ke knew, however, the excellent dispositions 
of his penitent, but the custom of the age in which Angela 
lived, as we have remarked before, did not allow frequent 
communion to the laity, and he feared incurring the reproach 
due to an unskilful director, if he allowed it to that saintly 
soul. In order to remove this obstacle, she resolved to take 
the habit and enter the Third Order of St. Francis. 

She had already thought of this expedient at Sale, and the 
idea had perhaps occurred to her from her frequenting the 
church of the Observantins ; but on opening her mind to her 
spiritual father and her uncle, they believed it best not to 
accede to her desires. She was free to act at Desenzano for 
herself, and she considered that the proper time had now co Jie 
to put her plan in execution. Other considerations also fixed 
her in her holy resolution. It is quite true that virtue does 
not consist in the outward habit, it is not that which sancti- 
fies, this she knew very well, but a habit poor and contempti- 
ble in the eyes of the world, helps much, to women especially, 
to ward off from them the dangers that may threaten them. 
It is like a silent monitor which tacitly warns the heart to 
put itself in harmony with its exterior garment. 

Moreover, being specially called, according to her vision, 
to form the minds of others of her own sex, to contemn the 
vanities and pleasures of the world, the striking example of 
the contempt she felt for it herself, in her whole exterior, 
would exercise a great influence over others. 

But, above all, the simple vow of virginity which she would 
have to pronounce in making her profession in the Third 
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Order, would aid lior mucli to lead the angelic life wliich she 
judged necessary, in order to nourish herself as frequently as 
she desired with the bread of angels, and become one day the 
worthy mistress of the spouses of the Lamb without spot. 

She at length communicated these reflections, which had 
been matured in prayer, to her confessor, who could not do 
other than praise and approve them, especially as the holy 
and religious life which she already led under the secular 
habit, gave him the assurance that she would correspond to 
the religious profession she wished to embrace, and all neces- 
sary preliminaries having been taken, Angela took the habit at 
the, age of twenty-three, and made her profession in the Third 
Order, according to the form of those who, though invested 
with the habit, do not, however, live in community.* 

* Her biographers do not agree as to the place and church where the 
ceremony took place, because there were no Religious of the Order of 
S. Francis at Desenzano. It appears most probable that it was in the 
convent of Donato, which was nearest to the former place, and like it 
under the jurisdiction of the bishop of Verona. Many authors have 
maintained that Angela was a tertiary not of the Seraphic Order, but 
of that of the Augustins, but this idea is supported only by very feeble 
proofs, and there are certain documents against it which prove the 
contrary, for a large number of writers of much weight, and some of 
them contemporary, call her a sister of the Third Order of S. Francis. 
Finally, they found her body clad in the habit of that order, when, at 
the demand of the Congregation of Rites, the recognition of it was made 
at Brescia. Furthermore, we will cite an act made before the public 
notary, dated March 18, 1537, that is to say, while the Saint was yet 
living, in which she is called Venerandam D. Sor Angdam Tertii Ordinis 
D. Fratrum S. Francisci de Ohservantia. (The venerable Sister Angela of 
the Third Order of Saint Francis.) But all doubt on this point is 
taken away by the heading of a brief, which was sent to her vdth the 
authority of Clem^ent VII., November 2, 1531, by the grand peniten- 
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Angela's historians tell us that she shed tears of joy when 
she laid aside her secular garments to invest herself with the 
insignia of religion. It appeared to her as if she was cele- 
brating the day of her nuptials, when she, by so solemn an 
act, bound herself more strictly to her divine Spouse, whom 
she had so long chosen for the only object of her love. 

She then strove earnestly to respond to her vocation, and 
the sanctity of her state, and though she had lived, from her 
first coming to the use of reason, the life of a saint, it ap- 
peared to those who knew her as if she was really beginning 
a new career of sanctity, for we find in the biographies of her 
life the following testimony : — " She made so great a progress 
in spirituality that all she had done hitherto seemed as no- 
thing in comparison." 

tiary, Cardinal Anthony Jucci, headed " Dn.ECT^ in Chbisto Angela 
DE Saladio mulieri Brioiensi Sorori Terth Ordinis S. Fbancisi. 
Salutem in Domino." To the dear sister in Jesus Christ Angele de Salo 
dwelling at Brescia, du Tiers Ordre de Saint Francois, health in the 
Lord. 
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CHAPTER IT. 

ANGELA AT BRESCIA. 

Tlie famie of ber isanvtity » nuMle known — ^Angi^ is petitioiied to live 

at Bnescia — ^Her PQgrimage. 

After she had been admitted into the Seraphic Order, the life 
which Angela led excited general admiration. Mortification 
modesty, hnmility« and evangelical poveity ehone forth in her 
character as brightly as in the most fervent and rigid reUgioua 
sisterhood. She could not have excelled more in prayer, 
charity, and disengagement firom the things of the world than 
if she had lived in a desert, feir from interoonrse with 
mankind, and the temptations one meets with in the world, it 
was, however, in the world that Angela lived : she had no 
aversion to conversation, she conld converse in the most 
agreeable manner, but only when the good of others required 
it, and with the hope of being useful, for she was ever eager 
to procure spiritual and temporal necessaries for all, and it 
was by acting thus that she won the hearts of her fellow- 
citizens, who lauded up her amiable character and honored 
her as an angel who had come down from heaven for the good 
of her countrv. 

m 

The fame of her sanctity increased, it spread through the 
adjacent localities, even to the larger towns of the country, so 
that persons of all ranks and conditions came to Desenzano to 
see Angela and enjoy her conversation. 
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Amongst the strangers who esteemed her most was the 
noble Jerome and his wife Catherine Patengoli, of Brescia. 
The possessors of large property at Patengo, some distance from 
Besenzano, they passed in the former place several months of 
each year, their proximity to Angela made them the better 
understand the details of her pious life, of which they were 
sometimes eye witnesses, and much they desired to have her 
with them during the time they spent at Patengo, but unable 
to persuade her to reside with them for a considerable time, 
they begged her at least to afford them for a few days 
the consolation of her presence ; she complied, and so edified 
were they with her that they found great happiness in her 
society. To herself very severe, she was full of condescension 
to others, and so disinterested as to refuse all that was not 
strictly warranted for the support of a life of poverty, self- 
denial, and alms deeds ; but what Patengoli especially admired 
in her was her zeal. Although iminstructed and without 
authority, by reason of her condition, Angela would not let an 
occasion pass by without reproving what was reprehensible, 
and exciting others to virtue ; she knew how to proportion her 
advice to the intelligence, state, and circumstances of each 
one as well as the best master of the spiritual life. 

Now, the admiration which the Patengolis felt for Angela 
was precisely the means Providence made use of to remove 
her from her native place, without exciting the opposition of 
her fellow-citizens, and in order to establish her at Brescia, 
where she was to institute the Society of Virgin s, which had 
been shown her in her vision. 

In the year 1510 these patricians, in less than a month, 
lost two sons, to whom they were tenderly attached, by a 
sudden death, and their poignant grief knew no alleviation till 
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mindful of the happiness they had felt, in the society of 
Angela : they invited her to come and live near them afc 
Brescia, tellinp: her she would do the greatest work of charity 
by visiting them in their affliction, and, at the same time, 
aware that the good tertiary would undertake nothing without 
the permission of her sux)eriors, they made the same request 
of the latter. 

It was willingly granted, and Angela was ordered to go at 
once to Brescia, and fulfil this charitable work. The Sairit 
obeyed on the moment, and succeeded better than they had 
dared hope for. It seemed to this good couple as if she had 
been sent to them to atone for the deaths of both sons and 
parents whom they had recently lost, whilst Angela held to 
them the place of mother, they regarding her with respectful 
love. Meanwhile, she won for herself much consideration in 
her new position : consecrating the day to God in His 
church or to works of charity amongst the sick and the 
afflicted, in fact, wherever her aid was required, whilst many 
persons gathered around her in order to profit by her counsel 
and direction. 

Amongst those who visited her was a merchant named 
Antony des Remains, and his regular and Christian life was 
attributed to the advantages which he derived from his con- 
versations with the saint. This good merchant having learned 
that Angela had acquitted herseK of her duty with the noble 
family of Patengoli, and intended to return to Desenzano, 
offered her a home in his house, assuring her she 
could have full liberty for her devotions without being troubled 
by any one as much as if she was in a desert. 

Angela found the offer very favourable to her designs, as 
she had created at Brescia a vast field for good works, in 
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Tisiting tlie sick, and advising with parsons wlio, thanks to her 
Example and instructions, had embraced a devout and exem- 
plary life. She then laid open her views to the Superiors of 
her Order, and having received their approval, she went to 
Hve in the house of Des Remains, and led there the most 
edifying and holy life. 

In 1522, she resolved on making a pilgrimage to Mantua. 
Seventeen years previous to this time, a Sister of the Third 
Order of Saint Dominic, named Osanne, had died in this city. 
Her brilliant virtues as well as the numerous graces which 
heaven had granted at her intercession, caused her to be vene- 
rated by her fellow-citizens, and honored by the title of 
blessed. Some authors have taken for granted that Angela 
was acquainted with her during her life, but the fact has not 
been proved, but it is certain that the renown of her sanctity 
liadj)een spread abroad in con<«equence of the mirados that 
had been wrought by her intercession, and Angela went to 
Mantua to venerate her holy remains, and obtain by prayers 
somewhat of the spirit by which Osanne had been filled. 

Having selected a society of pious women animated by the 
same devotion, she commenced her pilgrimage, under the 
guidance of her host, Des Remains, and as soon as she reached 
Mantua, she immediately venerated the holy relics, remaining 
long in prayer, then, transported by devotion, she cast herself 
on the tomb with extended arms, kissing it, and shedding 
many tears, so that she moved all who attended her. After 
having satisfied her devotion, she visited the numerous churches 
and relics in the city and returned to Brescia, leaving behind 
her the fame of her own sanctity. 

She returned by the way of Solferino, in order to do an 
3,ct of charity to a relation who for some fault, of which wo 
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are ignorant, had had bis goods confiscated, and had been 
condemned to exile. 

The imperial fief of Solferino, as well as CastigHone, then 
belonged to Prince Louis de Gonzague, grandfather of the 
celebrated saint of that name, and having learned that the 
Prince resided at Solfenno, Angela repaired thither, and soli- 
cited an andience. The fame of her sanctity had already 
spread throngh that conntnr, and the Prince rejoiced at the 
happy occasion which presented itself of conversing wth a 
saint, had her introdnced to him and to his wife, the Princess 
Catherine, who thus enjoyed the same happiness. 

They gave Angela a most gradons and cordial weloome,^ 
granting her on the moment the favor she solicited, and as 
they conversed with her, they became more charmed with 
her modest, retiring, and gentle demeanour, and the manner 
in which she infdsed holy ideas in her conversation, t<^iJier 
with contempt of the world and its false greatness, horror of 
flin and a desire of heaven, and wonld have rejoiced to have 
kept her for ever with them, but Angela, bidding them a 
grateful farewell, returned joyfully to her dear dty of l^^escia.. 
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CHAPTEK Y. 

ANGELA'S PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND. 

Angela departs for Palestine — God sends her a severe trial — She visits 

the Holy Places. 

The spiritual consolations and the numberless graces Angela 
received in her pilgrimage to Mantua, gave birth to a desire 
to undertake another to a far greater distance. 

Her heart, burning with love for our crucified Lord, she 
was oertain- to experience great comfort in viewing the spot 
in which the mysteries of our redemption were accomplished, 
and there testifying her love for our Saviour, nevertheless, 
great obstacles opposed themselves to this design. That which 
alarmed her was not the length nor the difficulties of the 
journey, but the thought of exposing herseJLf, an inexperienced 
young woman as she was, to the dangers she might meet with 
in infidel countries, but God, who had excited this desire in 
her heart, smoothed away the obstacles in an unexpected 
manner. 

One of her cousins, Bartholomew Biancosi, had for a long 
time nourished the same desire, and as he frequently visited 
Brescia to confer with Angela, he declared his own thoughts 
on the subject* 

Angela, transported with joy at this unexpected opening, 
regarded it as a favorable occasion presented her by Heaven 
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for tho furtlicranco of her wishes. She fully approved kt 
oousin*8 dcsip:ns, and making him aware of her own desires, 
offered to accompany him, an offer which exceedingly pleased 
JUancosi, and the two relations at once resolved to hear each 
other conipmy. At the same time, Bartholomew was hut 
younjj; in yearvS, and not at all well fitted to undertake the 
inanagement of a perilous journey, and God ordained that a 
third ]>er8on should present himself, who possessed all the 
( qualities necessary for so difficult an undertaking. This com- 
panion was none other than Angela's host, the good Anthony 
Des liomains. He also had long noiirished in secret the 
wish to visit the Holy Land, and having resolved in 1524 to 
carry out his design, profiting hy the sailing of some pilgrims 
who left Venice every spring, for these countries, he com- 
municated his intentions to Angela. It favored what she had 
most at heart, and it was at once agreed on that the three 
friends should make the journey together. 

But whilst they prei>ared for the voyage, it was rumoured 
at Bresica that the vessel would not sail that year. At this 
vexatious news, Anthony decided on going to the fair at 
Lanciano, hut on passing through Yenice, he heheld the 
standard displayed which indicated that the Government 
offered to pilgrims to the Holy Land the customary facilities. 
Ho ^ immediately gave notice of it at Brescia, giving 
Angola to understand that she had no time to lose, and that 
she and Biancosi must at once leave for Yenice. She joy- 
fully received this news, and bidding adieu to her friends, 
having collected the trifling matters requisite for a poor 
pilgrim, she left on tho first of May for Salo, where she was 
to join her cousin. 

They both left Salo on horseback, and from the time she 
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quitted Brescia Providence watched carefully over our Saint ; 
it was the prelude to the miracle worked in her regard during 
the pilgrimage. 

Arrived near Montebello, in the territory of Vicenza, they 
found their way stopped by an immense torrent which 
traversed the road, the only bridge it possessed being a simple 
plank for the use of pedestrians. Biancosi, young, courageous, 
and well mounted into the bargain, traversed the current 
without hesitation. Angela, always full of confidence in God, 
wished to do the same, but her conductor was of opinion that 
she should not hazard the chance, as her horse was not as good 
as that of Biancosi, and, whilst they yet argued the point, the 
horse, until then immovable, suddenly advanced in the direc- 
tion of the fragile bridge, and passed over the plank with as 
sure a foot as if he had been on the safest road, and arrived 
safely on the other side, leaving the guide and Biancosi per- 
fectly astonished ; they believed, and with reason, that in this 
perilious case the animal had been conducted by an invisible 
hand. 

They pursued their journey safely until they reached 
Venice, at which place they arrived on the 25th of the same 
month, and were warmly welcomed by Anthony, who had 
impatiently awaited their coming. 

The morrow was the feast of Corpus Christi, and after 
having received Holy Communion, they all three embarked 
on board the pilgrims' vessel. The deputy of this year, 
under whose auspices the vessel set sail, wq-s the senator 
Louis Giustiniani ; he accompanied the pilgrims on board the 
vessel, which raised anchor the same day. 

They, crossed the Adriatic with a favourable wind, entered 
the Mediterranean, and landed at the isle of Candia, in the 
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port of (...iioii, tho capital of the island. Here an nnfioKiea 
t.ritU Wii'i on t.h(^ ]>oint of ovorthrowing the design of Ik 
pilKi'iiu. A ufivhx, who had borno without difficulty the fitigotf 
of lu»r journoY, wnn suddenly deprived of n^. Her 
lMop:rnp)iorN do not explain .the cause of this misfortone, bnfc 
it iH oortain that (UhI suffered it in order to prove the virtue 
of IliH Horvant. She had exposed herself to the fatignea of a 
pnrih>UH voynjft^ only to satisfy and increase her devotion to 
\\u> puNHion of our liOrtl. God Himself had excited her to it 
))y th(t impulse of His ^raoe. He had given her the opportor 
nity, »md hiul oonducttMl her with, we may say, His visihle 
prott^ot.ion within sight of the desired land, and, precisely at 
i>]\\\{> inoimuit. whon she had attained the end of her wishes. 
Ho luul (io]>ri\M»d hor of that beautiful sense of sight, of which 
hIio had i\\v groat.oHt need in order to satisfy her devotion. 

Wo may imagine tho affliction of her faithful companions, 
hianoosi and Dos Remains ; and, after having deliberated as 
1.0 what liad best bo done, they informed Angela that it was 
impoHHihlo to continue the journey without incurring the 
reproach of grea^ imprudence ; for, naturally, they attributed 
iior blindncHs to the sea air and the fatigues of the voyage being 
a]>ovo her strength. What would' everyone say, said they, if, 
in addition to hor misfortune, .th^y themselves should expose 
hor to fresh danger. • Therefore they had resolved to let the 
other travellers go on their way to the Holy Land, and return 
themselves by the first opportunity to Venice. She ought, 
they added, to be ready to submit to their decision because, 
deprived of sight, the end of the pilgrimage had failed as far 
as she was concerned, and that God Himself, in permitting 
this misfortune, seemed to exact only the good will which 
had made them undertake the journey. 
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Angela listened without being in the least degree moved, 
and her reply was full of faith and. courage, " they should not 
be alarmed," said she, ** for so small a matter. Lf God had 
deprived her of sight, it was in punishment of her sins, which 
had rendered her unworthy to contemplate places so holy ; 
but there was no reason why she should not render Him 
homage in visiting them, provided they would lead her by the 
hand, and that if it was impossible to see them, she hoped in 
the divine goodness that it would be for her own great 
spiritual advantage, for, loss distracted by exterior objects, she 
might the better fix her mind on the meditation of the holy 
mysteries which she knew had been accomplished in the 
various places to which they might lead her. Let them then 
continue their journey, and if later they should be taxed with 
imprudence at Brescia she would take all the responsibility on 
lierself, provided she could satisfy her devotion, and render 
her feeble homage to her Redeemer." 

Her companions regarded with unqualified amazement the 
resignation and courage of their holy friend ; they knew not 
how to reply to her most just remarks, and ceased to afflict 
her by opposing her pious desires ; when the day of departure 

« 

arrived, therefore, they embarked together, and landed safely 
in Palestine. 

How great was Angela's joy, how deep her respect and 
veneration on learning that she trod the blessed earth which 
the Man-God had sanctified by the traces of His steps. His 
tears, His sweats, His precious blood. . She fell on her knees 
and pressed her lips lovingly upon the earth, kissing it and 
blessing the Lord for having led her hither. The pilgrims 
then approached rapidly to Jerusalem, which was to be the 
centre of their pious journey* 
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At this time the Franciscans had a monastery on Mount 
8ion. which was destroyed by the Turks in 1550. Near to 
this convent, at a distance of fifty cubits, they had opened a 
species of Hospice for women, where they received ail 
necessary care from some tertiaries of their Order whom 
these Religious maintained for this purpose. 

In this Hospice Angela was received all the more eagerly 
from the ^«ct of her having put on the habit of a tertiary, as 
also fron he credentials which she brought from Italy on the 
part of the Father Provincial of the Third Order, and which 
bore testimony to her rare virtues. The other pilgrims were 
lodged elsewhere. 

Having reposed after the fatigues of the voyage, they began 
to visit the Holy Places, leading Angela by the hand. Paino, 
one of the ancient authors of her life, and the most worthy of 
belief, because he had carefully studied faithful manuscripts, 
expressly says that she visited the four principal ones, 
namely : the Stations of the Crib, Gethsemane, Calvary, and 
the Holy Sepulchre ; and informs us that she made these visits 
with the greatest possible fervour. 

When they reached the grotto of the Nativity, in remem- 
brance of the condescension of the Divine Word who became 
man for our salvation under the form of a poor feeble infant 
in this lowly place, she blessed His infinite mercy, and, 
absorbed in the contemplation of this tender mystery, she 
shed torrents of tears as if she contemplated with her 
eyes the divine and adorable Infant. At Gethsemane, 
and at Calvary, compassion for the sufferings of her beloved 
liord gave her a share in the sorrows of His passion, so great 
was the grief which manifested the bitterness of her heart ; 
but it was more especially at the Holy Sepulchre that her 
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Miction was at its height ; in the midst of tears and sobs of 
^^ liveliest contrition she declared herself guilty of the death 
^^ Christ, her heart was broken with sorrow, and her grief so 
^^eat that it caused her to fall into a swoon. 

During these pious visits it may be clearly seen that God, 
t>y His interior lights, painted to her in so lively a manner 
"tie mystery corresponding to the place she visited ; thus He 
xnade up abundantly for the contemplation she had hoped to 
Xnake with the outward sense of sight, of which He had seen 
fit to deprive her. It was a beautiful reward for the heroic 
resignation with which she had accepted from the hand of 
God a privation so painful. 

She was not satisfied with only once visiting these holy 
places, she frequently returned thither, always with the same 
devotion, and procured holy relics in order to animate her 
fervour when she meditated on the life and death of our 
Saviour. When not visiting the Holy Places she remained 
secluded in the convent, giving herself up to religious 
exercises, employed in meditation or prayer, continuing, at the 
same time, her rigorous fasts and other austerities to which 
she had for so many years accustomed herself ; such was the 
edification she gave, or, to speak more correctly, the reputation 
of her sanctity, that, according to the testimony of the 
Franciscans, the remembrance lasted for more than a century. 
Father John de Colonna, in his chronological history of the 
Province of Syria and the Holy Land of Jerusalem, printed at 
Venice in 1694, after enumerating the various servants of God 
who came to this country, adds in the fifth Book, chapter 
xxvii. — "At the same time, another servant of God shed 
additional renown at Jerusalem on the monastery of the 
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tertiary sisters of Mount Sion : she was called 8. Angela, of 
Desenzano." 

It is thus that holiness makes itself felt eveiywhefe, always 
leaving a good odour in every place, and a memory blessed to 
the most distant generations. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

RETURN FROM PALESTINE. THE JUBILEE OF 1525. 

Angela recovers her sight — She escapes from the tempest — Special 
protection of God — Her return to Brescia — Her pilgrimage to Rome. 

Willingly would Angela have lingered near these holy places 
if the time fixed for the departure of the pilgrims had not 
arrived, and above all the thought of the work which she had 
to accomplish at Brescia. She made then a farewell visit to 
these sacred scenes, carrying away a remembrance engraven 
in her heart, and various relics and precious treasures, and at 
last left Jerusalem, watering its soil with many tender tears. 

Arrived at Eome, eight leagues from Jerusalem, the 
pilgrims had to stop for eight days, because it was rumoured 
that a band of brigands were laying wait in the neighbourhood • 
in order to attack them. Wearied with waiting, and fancying 
that the pilgrims had taken another route, the brigands 
directed their steps elsewhere, and the former hastened to 
profit by their departure, and arrived without hindrance at 
their vessel. 

The first spot on which they made land was the Isle of 
Oyprus, where they obtained provisions, then they sailed 
towards the Isle of Candia, and landed again at Canea. 

It was here, it will be remembered, that on departing, God 
had subjected Angela to that great trial, deprivation of sight. 



38 THE LIFE OP ST. AlfGELA. 

it was here, also, that He vouchsafed to restore it to her by a 
brilliant miracle. It took place as follows : whilst the 
pilgrims remained in the place Angela heard them speak of a 
miraculous image of our Lord crucified, and she begged them 
to conduct her to it. Now, whilst she prayed, the thought 
came into her mind to ask for her restoration to sight, saying, 
that if she could live without action, it mattered little whether 
she had the use of her eyes or not ; but, about to employ 
herself for the good of others, according to the designs of God 
Himself, privation of sight was an insurmountable obstacle. 
She then begged with confidence, and, at the same time, with 
resignation^ that if it would tend to the glory of God, the good 
of her neighbour, and her own welfare, that her sight might 
be restored to her, but that otherwise she would willingly 
remain blind to the day of her death. Wonderful are the 
ways of God, hardly had she finished this short and earnest 
prayer, than to her great surprise and the astonishment of 
those around her, she recovered her sight, and so completely 
that she preserved it intact to the last day of her life. 

It may be well understood how this prodigy added to the 
renown of her sanctity and the efficacy of her prayers. 

This was not, however, the only prodigy which signalised 
the voyage. 

After a short stay at the Isle of Candia the pilgrim vessel 
weighed anchor on the 4th of October. The governor of the 
isle, at this time subject to the republic of Yenice, embarked, 
happily for him, on their vessel. Two other Venetian ships, 
loaded with a rich cargo, and having on board many 
passengers, amongst whom were a great number of Yenetian 
oblemen, took the same route with them. 

They entered the Mediterranean with a favourable wind. 
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when, on a sudden, the heavens darkened, and a violent 
tempest arose which cast the vessels about and did serious 
damage. 

The crew of the two vessels, which wc spoke of above, 
immediately threw their rich cargo overboard, but in vain, 
for, after having been tossed about for two days at the mercy 
of the winds and the waves, they were shipwrecked, and 
neither crew nor passengers were saved. 

We may picture to ourselves the alarm of the pilgrims who 
beheld the firightful scene before their eyes, the air was filled 
with their lamentations ; Angela alone preserving her calmness 
in the midst of the general dismay. The ship's crew and the 
passengers had the highest veneration for her, and having 
"Witnessed the miracle worked in her favor they besought her 
^ pray to God for tJwm. 

She inspired them with courage and confidence in God's 
^crcy, and, allowing herself small time for repose and 
Donrishment, she scarce interrupted her prayer by day or 
^ight. During six days the tempest raged vrith unabated 
violence. 

The ship, severely damaged, was fast making water, and 
the passengers beheld nothing before them but shipwreck and 
death, but Angela's confidence remained firm ; she was 
indefatigable in exciting her companions to trust in the 
I^rd, and to pray ; and those prayers at last were heard. 
The sky became clear. Heaven was appeased, the tempest 
subsided, and the crew and passengers began to breathe more 
freely, and returned their grateful thanks to Angela, agreeing, 
with one accord, that but for her prayers they all had fallen 
victims to the fury of the waves. 
When the pilot was about to resume his dutj- and steer 
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tbie Twaiil lie peccwtd ttai Ad ^raid wb onying them npon 
oiKtTilsMd csiufiB^ wtee Aer wai^ hH into the hands of 
pinfiiMv «al ixK ociler n> aToid this second misfortime he 
dtivcciid the TK8«i to wmrd* DamaOy the pert of which he 
^'ntervd »&It» TlKre sIkt fiyuad, at anchor, a Turkish 
dociIl;]kChi^ eommaaidaBft of w&oai gaxe them a waim welcome, 
him;$«tf p^yiamr a Ttol to the gorcmory whom he had known 
wh^A he va$ amhassadcr at Coastantuiople. 

It i$« howi^T«r« w«n known tiiat one most not confide in 
the ^td«^ty of a If irs^olman* The night preceding the day on 
which the pilgrims wi^xe to depart some smaD Teesels separated 
fhou the dotilla in oid«r to svprise the ship on its course 
and carry the passengers and crew into captivity. Having 
had an idea thi$ irv^uld haqppen, the pilgrims were again seized 
Avith alantt« no v>ne wonid set sail, hat, enconraged by the 
^nt^ they at length put to sea. The wind was fEtvorable, 
scarcely had they left the poit when they made way with 
great $peed and without f\uth«r danger, they reached 
ViUanoTa« in I$tria« fir«m whence they resumed their course, 
arriving safely at Venice* 

IVvj^ l^omains was compelled to stop some time in this city 
for the settlement of his affairs, during which time Angela 
withdrew to a house ftor the reception of pilgrims, situated 
near the monastery of Dames of the Holy Sepulchre, which 
was placed under the dire^on of the I^Hhot Observantins of 
the province of the Holy Land, 

The pilgrims hastened to make known in the city the 
wonderftd things they had witnessed during their voyage, as 
well as at the Holy Places, the austere mortification, the 
tender devotion, the indefatigable charity of their holy 
companion, and particularly her blindness and her cure, both 
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the one and the other being, to all appearance, miraculous, as 
also their marvellous deliverance from shipwreck and other 
dangers, obtained, in the opinion of all, by her prayers alone. 
These things, and much besides, which they related, in praise 
of Angela, gave every one a high idea of her sanctity, and a 
great 4esire to see and converse with her ; the most distin- 
guished persons visited her, and then others followed, of 
either eex, and of every condition, so that, in order to facilitate 
matters, she removed from the Pilgrims' House to the Hospice 
of the Incurables. The concourse of persons anxious to visit 
the Saint fiocked to her either from a pious curiosity, for their 
spiritual needs, or to receive her prudent counsels ; and all 
left her, eharmed with the modesty of her demeanour, the 
wisdom of her speech, and the supernatural lights by which 
she was filled. Then the general opinion was formed that 
within the walls of Venice a Saint resided, and not a few of 
its inhabitants sought* for means to keep her there perma- 
nently, believing they could not pursue a better course for their 
own interests. Amongst the virtues to be admired in her 
character there burned especially a tender charity towards 
her neighbours, compassion for their miseries, and a wish to 
aid them in every possible way. She waa then called upon 
by several persons, in the names of Venetian nobles, who were 
patrons of charitable institutions, proposing to her the super- 
intendence of such as pleased her most amongst those 
destined for women. 

Such an oflfor could not but be agreeable to a heart as warm 
as was that of Angela, and willingly would she have accepted 
it, but that the great undertaking for which God destined her 
at Brescia was for ever present to her mind, so she politely 
excused herself^ and then, fearing lest such requests should be 
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repeated, she left Yenico the same evening, without taking- 
leave of any one, and directed her stops towards Brescia. 

She arrived on the 25th of October, a memorable day for 
the Ursuline Order, since it was on the same day of the 
month, eleven years later, that that Order was formally 
instituted. 

In proportion as the regret of the people of Brescia had 
been great at her departure, fearing they were losing her for 
ever, so was their joy great at her return, especially on 
account of the wondrous things which she had to tell them 
respecting her pilgrimage. 

Prom this time the opinion they had already conceived of 
her was strengthened, and they had a jealous desire to keep to 
themselves so precious a treasure. However, the pleasure of 
the inhabitants of Brescia at having Angola in the midst of 
them again was not of long duration. 

Having learned that the Sovereign Pontiff Clement VII. had 
promulgated, for the following year, the great Jubilee of 
Rome,* she was desirous of profiting by this occasion to visit 
the sanctuaries of the capital of the Christian world, and thus 
satisfy a wish she had long entertained. It was not a difficult 
matter to find companions for her voyage at the moment when 
so many were hastening to the eternal city in order to share 
in the general pardon. 

* The Jubilee of the Uoly Year at Rome had been instituted by Boni- 
face VIII. it was to be gained for the first time in 1300 and afterwards 
during the last year of every centur}\ Clement VI. reduced this term to 
fifty years, and Urban VI. to thirty-three. Paul II. granted it for each 
twenty-five years, to commence in 1475, and it is continued down to 
the present time. That which was celebrated last year (1875) is the 
twenty-first, of which a precise and accurate account has been kept. 
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Two venerable priests and a few other persons joined her, 
and her joy may be imagined better than described at visiting 
the basilicas and tombs of the martyrs, with which Eome 
abounds more than any place in the world. 

One day, whilst making her pious visits, she was met by 
Peter de la Pouille, the Pope's chamberlain. He was one of 
the pilgrims who, in the preceding year, had made with her 
the pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and consequently one of 
the admirers of her sanctity. 

He recognised her immediately, and was greatly delighted 
to see her again, and offered to serve her in any way in his 
power, also to obtain for her a special audience from the 
Holy Father. 

Angela regarded such an offer as the greatest happiness 
which could be bestowed upon her. She was full of venera- 
tion for the head of the Church and Yicar of Jesus Christ, and 
gladly and thankfidly accepted the offer of the obliging 
prelate. 

On the day fixed for the audience to take place she presented 
herself before His Holiness in the humble attitude due to the 
Supreme Pontiff; and the Pope, already aware from his 
chamberlain of the marvellous gifbs and virtues of Angela, 
received her with the greatest kindness, and passed some 
time in conversing with her. 

He saw that she was endowed with innocence, charity, and - 
prudence, and invited her to remain at Eome at the head of 
any charitable institution most pleasing to her taste ; but she 
respectfully excused herself, probably manifesting to him as 
the authorised interpreter of the will of God, the command 
she had received from heaven in her vision. The Holy Father 
would not cross her wishes, and, on parting with her, be- 
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stowed on her his ^poefeoEe bcaedictioii, expteesang bis n 
afterwaids to his diamberLain, saying, thai he had found 
poesessed greator qualities tiian the latter had told hii 
and that he should have esteemed it a great happines 
Borne had he been able to keep her there. 

Angela returned with a glad heart to Brescia, and rema 
there for seyeral years. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

EVENTS FROM 1525 TO 1530. 

Italy at the commencement of the 16th century — Contentions between 
Charles Y. and 'Francis h — Sack of Rome, and devastation of 
Italy — ^Relations of Angela with the Duke of Milan — The good 
which she did at Cremona — Her serious illness— Her Pilgrimage to* 
Varallo — Peace. 

Oir perusing the various historians who have written of 
Saint Angela, one would hardly suspect that -she had lived in 
troubled times. They have traced her biography without 
casting a glance, so to speak, on the scenes amidst which the 
saint moved, or the events which she witnessed. Now, to 
attempt to write in this manner the life of any person, whom- 
soever he may be, seems to us like dragging a portrait from 
its frame, and thus detaching it from that background which 
serves to bring out in stronger relief its more prominent 
features, for these events must have exercised an influence 
more or less great over his character or conduct ; and if the 
person in question has created or established an institution, it 
is in the events of time in which they lived that we find the 
immediate reason for this work, and of the success which 
attended it. 

VTithout saying more than is requisite, it will be well to 
call to mind briefly some of the events of which Italy was the 
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theatre, doriDg the first thirty years of the sixteenth century ; 
that is to sav, the time at which we have arrived in the 
narrative we are writing. Whilst religious movements con- 
centrated themselves in Germany, where the heresy of Luther 
was making its ravages, filling the minds of men with confused 
notions, separating peoples, and scattering the seeds of religious 
disunion and error to the great ruin of immortal souls and 
earthly kingdoms, the attention of politicians was at this 
moment direct<?d toward Italv, the battle-field in which Prance 
and Austria began to dispute the supremacy of Europe. 

Italy, till then so great and prosperous for its liberty, com- 
merce, literature, and fine arts, then became the prey of 
foreigners. French, Spaniards, Germans, and Swiss all 
contested the right to ravage this beautiful country, to drag 
&om it its riches ; and, unfortunately, it was the Italians 
themselves who, through jealousy and mistaken policy, 
opened the gates of their country, and whilst they raised the 
cry, " drive out the barbarians," princes and republicans had 
recourse — now to France, now to Germany — ^in order to de- 
fend themselves against one or the other of these powers, or 
plunge LDto the horrors of civil war. 

France was the first to penetrate into the country in a 
spirit of conquest. Since the expedition of Charles Vlll., in 
1495, the kings of that country were possessed by the mania 
of acquiring a position in Italy, to gratify wtich they devoted 
their treasures and their armies, reaping alternately glory 
and reverses, but in the end resigning to Austrian ml© 
the unfortunate peninsula which they had helped to bring to 
poverty and ruin. 

Louis XII., after having conquered Milan, in 1500, which 
he claimed as the inheritance of Valentine Yisconti, his 
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grandmother,* made war through the whole of Italy (the 
league of Cambray and war of Naples), ho was, however, 
driven from the duchy and from Italy, notwithstanding the 
valour of his armies and his generals (1512, 1513). Francis I. 
his successor, vanquished the Swiss, at Marignan, 1515, re- 
conquered Lombardy, and made peace with his enemies. 
This peace, of Noyon, seemed to promise rest to Europe, but 
it proved to be only a truce before still more terrible struggles. 
These two great princes became sworn enemies and 
envious of the greatness of each other ; this enmity cost the 
lives of two hundred thousand persons, and ruined a million 
of families, and of neither the one nor the other has it been 
related that they repented l)eing the cause of so much misery. 
Had it been the will of God that these monarchs had had the 
power they -would have been the scourge of the world .f Such 
are the words of a contemporary. It is the testimony of 
history, says Monsieur de Riancey. J This struggle engaged 

* Louis, second son of Charles V. espoused Valentine Visconti, by 

whom he had two sons, Charles, a branch of the House of Orleans, and 

John, of that of Angouleme, who successively ascended the throne. 

Louis XII. was son of Charles ; Francis I. of John. Valentine Visconti 

was daughter of John Gal6as, first Duke of Milan, and sister of Philip. 

The latter' left but one daughter, Blanche Marie, she married Francis 

Sforza, who had won renown in the service of her father, and succeeded 

in getting himself proclaimed duke after him. Milan, the ancient 

Lombardy, formed a magnificent duchy, comprising — besides the 

territory of Milan — Cremona, Parma, Pa via, Lodi, Plaisance, Navarre, 

Alexandria, Tortone, Babbio, Savona, Albenga, Vintimilla, and the 

Genoese State, which furnished a revenue of six hundred thousand 

gold ducats. 

t Montluc Memoirs. 

J History of the World,— Vol. 9. page 309. Paris, 1868. 



48 THB LIFE OF SI. AN&ELA.. 

Prancis I., King of France, and Charles V., Emperor of 
German)', King of Spain, Naples, Sicily, Sardinia, and Lord 
of the Low Countries and the Austrian States. The greatest 
social interests, Lutheranism to extinguish, the Turk to 
overcome, and America to civilise, called for their united 
strength and their talents ; but they passed their lives in 
a barren struggle of self-love and vain glory. 

The war began in 1521, in consequence of the claim for 
the homage of the Milanese which Charles V. demanded of 
the King of France as suzerain of that duchy. It was ended 
by the defeat and expulsion of the French, and the captivity 
of Francis, on the 24th February, 1525. 

Italy shuddered at the idea of the Austrian occupation, but 
her princes dared not adopt a brave resolve ; they only knew 
how to intrigue. Francis Sforza, the last of his race, lost his 
duchy, which had been re-conquered for him, and took refdge 
in the castle of Milan. Anthony Leyva, the fierce general of 
Charles Y., occupied Milan and the duchy, and made the 
people feel cruelly the yoke of foreign invasion. 

The peace of Madrid (14th January, 1526), a humiliating 
day for Francis I., restored him to liberty and vengeance. 

The Emperor demanded the execution of the treaty of 
peace, and the refusal of the King of France was the signal 
for a new war. 

Francis, encouraged by Clement VII., and the Venetians, 
entered into a liohj leagm, of which the King of England, 
Henry YIII., and the Pope, declared themselves the protectors, 
and which had for its end the freedom of his sons (who had 
been delivered as hostages), to secure Milan to Sforza, Naples 
to the Pope, and independence to Italy. 

After a thirty years' war, or rather of cruel sufferings 
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inflicted on a helpless people by a ferocious and undisciplined 
soldiery, Italy certainly had every possible motive for making 
the most strenuous exertions to set herself free. Sicily in 
vain demanded her privileges of a king who was master of 
half the world. Naples had been audaciously plundered by 
hired mercenaries and magistrates, who, not content with 
robbery, dried up the sources of wealth ; the Tuscan saw his 
liberty taken from him, the Roman had to bear in turn with 
petty and turbulent tyrants or ambitious pontiffs, Lombardy 
was constantly a battle-field, and all these countries were 
overrun by armies formed of foreign recruits, purchased or 
led by their captains solely for the sake of booty, — ^troops 
always disposed to turn against those who hired their services, 
and who wished for war at any price, it was their sole means 
of existence, and they were always ready for it for their own 
sakes. 

As soon as the war broke out the Italians prepared eagerly 
for the struggle, conscious that it would decide their fate, and 
their army bore down on the Milanese, but the allies did not 
act in concert, they dragged on the war, aid from France 
never arrived, and the result was extensive depredations, 
committed by the soldiers of the league, in imitation of what 
they had seen practised by foreign mercenaries. 

Meanwhile, Anthony de Leyva tyrannised over Milan ; the 
people rose in fury, but they were suppressed by a bloody 
slaughter, the castle was obliged to capitulate under the eyes 
of confederates whose delays gave the lie to their former 
professions, granting on the 24th of July, 1526, ftdl liberty to 
Francis, who retained only Lodi and Cremona, which the 
confederates had ceded to him. 

The constable of Bourbon, the great French prince, who, in 

E 
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angrer, !iad jibtindc^ned the cause of his eonntiy to attadi him- 
5>rlf ro the fortunes of Charies V., arriTed at Genoa with rein- 
tbrcement^. 4ad without anv resaid for Milan, which had he«i 
promised ro him if the Emperor triumphed, he oppressed the 
pec»ple with enormous taxes in order to pay his troops, to 
whom, for a 1 >ni: time, the Emperor had giren no money, and 
who nxriously demanded the pillage of an opnlent city. In 
Tuscany and elsewhere the Italians wnre not more prosperouB. 
Clement VII., alarmed and deceired hv the ambassador of 
Charles V., wa< besieged in Eome, in September, 1526, and 
obliged to accept a capitulation by which he had to withdraw 
his troops frv^m Lombardy. 

The retreat of the pontifical troops took from the League all 
its strength and its title of Aoly : nevertheless, it still wrestled 
with advantage against the Germans, whom the Emperor had 
not the means to pay : but these mercenaries joined them- 
selves to George Freundsberg, commandant of the Tyrol, who 
was a fervent Lutheran, he swore to sack Rome, and brought 
with him cords of silk and one of gold to strangle, he said, 
the cardinals and the last of the popes. By means of the 
money which his credit had jwrocured him, and by the hope of 
the rich booty, such as others had made in Italy, he gathered 
together thirty-five companies of foot soldiers and descended 
by the Valley of Sabbia, Rocca d' Anfo, and Sale in Brescia 
without assailing any stronghold ; as Lombardy was drained 
he agreed with the constable of Bourbon to attack Rome, 
gorged with gold, previously levit»d throughout Christendom. 
There were nearly 40,000 Germans, 5,000 Spainards, 2,000 
Italians, 5,000 men-at-arms, and perhaps 1,000 light cavalry, a 
confused muster of men of various tongues and religions 
without discipline, provisions, or baggage, carried away by 
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the single baifc of booty, always answering their officers by 
the words, " Fay me ;" and who traversed Italy slowly, and in 
search of food spread themselves like a cloud of locusts over 
a wide extent of country. 

The troops of the league opposed no resistance to them, 
contenting themselves with defending the possessions of 
Venice and Tuscany.* 

Early in the month of May, 1527, these bands of foragers, 
having left behind them ruin and desolation, arrived before 
Borne, and the capital of the Catholic world was taken by 
assault. Ereundsberg died of a stroke of apoplexy, and the 
constable of Bourbon was killed by an arquebusado at the 
very moment when ho was leading the assault ; thus the army 
was left without any superior capable of bridling its fury, and 
its thirst for booty and sacrilege. 

The sack of Bome, in barbarous times, presented nothing 
so horribly hideous as that which was effected in a civilized 
age, and in the name of a Catholic king. 

The Pope, from the Castle of Saint Angelo, in which ho 
had taken refuge, beheld the massacres, the horrors, and the 
infernal orgies with which the bands of Lutheran mercenaries 
defiled his capital during all the months that they remained 
there. Beholding no succour arrive he was at last obliged to 
capitulate, accepting the hardest conditions, esteeming himself 
fortunate to be able to escape some time later under cover 
of a disguise, whilst Bome remained a prey to famine, 
pestilence, and a lawless soldiery. 

Christendom received with public mourning and heard with 
general indignation the treatment inflicted on the head of the 
.church and the capital of the Christian world. 

♦ Cesar Cantu. Hi«t. des ItftlienB,— Vol. viiL, page i6S. 
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Charlos V. protested he was innocent, but he lessened not 
by a single crown the ransom of the Pope, and Francis I. and 
Henry VIII., who held Austria more than ever in execration, 
met at Amiens with the intention of obtaining liberty for the 
Pope and the sons of France, the latter being captives at 
^hulrid, to guarantee to Sforza the duchy of Milan, and 
repress the tyranny of the Emperor. 

Genoa was taken in the name of France, and the French 
general, Lautrec, descended on Italy at the head of 30,000 
men, in October, 1527, with whom, after having lost some 
precious time in Lombardy, he marched on Rome and Naples, 
where the debris of the pillage of Rome still remained, but his 
army was completely decimated by want of food, and pestilence, 
to which he himself succumbed on the 15th of August, 1529. 

During this time the war continued in the name of Italy, 
the French led by Francis of Bourbon, Count de S. Pol, 
against the Germans, commanded by Lej'va. Cities were 
taken and re-taken, and countries were ravaged until, finally, 
the French army was defeated on the 21st June, 1529, 
at Landriano, near to Milan, it was finally dispersed, and 
Fraucis was made prisoner. The defection of the Genoese 
who declared themselves for Charles V., put the climax to the 
reverses of France. Almost all Italy suffered terribly from 
the war, and desolation filled the hearts of her people. 

It was during the course of these events that Francis 
Sforza* came, in 1528, to Brescia, where Saint Angela resided, 
perhaps as a temporary refuge against imperial armies, which 

* Francis Sforza was the second son of Ludovic le More, who had 
called Charles VIII. to Italy. A blind monk, preaching on the piazza of 
the Castle of Milan had said to Ludovic, " My Lord, shew them (the 
French) not the road, or thou wilt repent it." The monk spoke truly ; 
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desolated the States. Brescia, as wo have said, made part of 
the Venetian territory, which was defended by the Duke d' 
TJrbin, commander ot the troops at Venice. 

The prince came to lodge near the Hermit Pathers of St. 
Barnabas, and having heard at the convent of the sanctity of 
Angela, he felt desirous to be acquainted with her, and sent to 
ner to beg she would pay him a visit. Aware of his painful 
situation, she acceded to his request in a spirit of charity, the 
duke at once felt comforted, and the conversation turning on 
his misfortunes, he listened to her wise counsels and maxims of 
resignation, patience, and confidence, and such peace filled his 
soul as to render his contradictions and trials supportable. 

He would fain have always enjoyed the benefit of her wise 
counsels, and besought her before she left him, to continue to 
be his adviser, and to be constant in her prayers to God for 
his court and his afflicted people. 

But the humble servant of God blushed modestly on hear- 
ing such a proposal, and excused herself from his first request, 
but promised to accede to his wish that she should plead 
before God for him and for his people. 

The Venetian territory had been frequently threatened by 

Ludovic was made prisoner at Navarre by the troops of Louis XIL, and 
passed the last ten years of his life in the Chateau of Loches. His 
eldest son, Maximilian, had been replaced in his duchy after the 
expulsion of the French, in 1512 ; he governed it badly, and, after the 
battle of Marignan, was taken to France by Francis I., and died a 
prisoner there ; like his father, Francis, was the last of his race ; he was 
re-established in his duchy by the peace of Barcelona, but by ceding 
Pavia, with which Anthony de Leyva was invested during his life, and 
by paying 900,000 ducats, for pledges of which the Emperor retained 
C omo and the Castle of Milan. He died, unregretted, at the age of 45 . 
-with him the family of Sforzo became extinct, which, in the space f 
eighty-seven years, had given six dukes to Milan. 
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the imperial armies, and Brescia io particular, had been more 
than once laid waste by the German armies on their descent 
into Italy. 

The Brescians had not forgotten the terrors of the year 
1512, when the Prench, commanded by Gaston de Poix, after 
having triumphed over the brave resistance of the inhabitants, 
seized upon the city and delivered it up to fire and sword. 
Six hundred of the citizens perished in the street, and the 
French carried away a booty of three millions of crowns, or 
seventy-two million francs, and it is not to be wondered at that, 
in the dread of such misfortunes recurring again, many of the 
inhabitants of Brescia resolved to seek security elsewhere. 

Amongst them was one Augustin Gallo, who had been ad- 
vised to retire to Cremona with all his family. This noble 
held Angela in great esteem, and still more his sister Hippolyte, 
a widow of exemplary virtue, who was intimately acquainted 
with ^the former, about then to quit Brescia, they could not 
bear to part from her, and leave her cicposed to the dangers 
of a military invasion, therefore, in union with their common 
friend Jerome Patengola, they engaged her to go with them to 
Cremona, and Angela, aware that in the midst of warlike pre- 
parations her devotional exercises would become impossible, 
accepted the invitation and accompanied them thither in the 
month of September, 1529, dwelling with them in a house in 
the Rue S. Victor. 

Not long did she reside at Cremona ere the fame of her 
sanctity spread through the place, and the house she inhabited 
became one of the most frequented in the city from morning 
till evening, persons of all conditions visited her, and lay- 
men, religious, and estimable ecclesiastics came to consult ; 
her on various matters, all admiring the superhuman 
wisdom with which she solved their doubts and answered their 
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questions. The Duke Sforza had also retired to Cremona with 
his court, and a great number of the Milanese nobles had 
followed him, who profited again by the advice of the saint, 
and as soon as the news came to MUan that Angela was in 
the neighbourhood, many respectable persons went to Cremona 
solely to see and consult with her. 

God accompanied with the inspirations of His grace the 
fervent exhortations of the saint, and a great number of con- 
versions were made, either from vice to virtue, or from the 
practice of virtue to perfection. 

The calamities which had so long desolated Italy, spread a 
profound terror over the land, the hearts of the most obdurate 
turned to God and were softened, wickedness had reached its 
cJimax, and the end of the world was thought to be at -hand. 
Miracles and marvellous things occurred. Preachers excited 
their hearers to penance and devotion, and the majority did 
not resist their exhortations. 

A man named Brandano, clothed with a sack, paraded 
Bolne before the pillage, preaching that it was threatened with 
a great scourge, that it was necessary to do penance in order 
to appease God, who would spare neither Pope nor Cardinals. 
He was put in prison, but the terror of his predictions had 
raised dismay. At Cremona a child of eleven years began to 
preach and draw together a large concourse of persons, and 
upon the advice of a religious named Thomas, a preacher of 
the cathedral, whom many persons regarded as a prophet, a 
procession was made in Milan in 1529, in order to appease 
the wrath of the Lord. 

"When the priest bearing the blessed sacrament had reached 
the great porch of the cathedral, a great cry for mercy broke 
forth from the people, and the same was repeated when the 
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middle of the chnrch was reached, and again before the altar, 
80 that the clergy who wished to recite the Litany, could not 
stop the clamour, and there was not a man or woman present 
who was not bathed in tears. Some similar manifestations 
took place elsewhere.* Beligious persons redoubled their 
prayers and supplications, and underwent the most rigorous 
penances, in order to obtain of God a cessation to these 
miseries; and Angela, always labouring for the spiritual 
good of her neighbour, forgot not the woes of Italy, 
she interested herself especially with the republic of which 
she was the subject, and with the Sovereign Pontiff, of whose 
misfortunes she had heard with the deepest sorrow, and in 
order to appease the divine justice and obtain peace for her 
unfortunate country, she gave herself up to austere penance, 
and during her stay at Cremona, exhausted by such excessive 
austerity, she was once in danger of death. 

She was seized with an acute fever, and in spite of the 
most assiduous care, her state soon appeared desperate. 
Jerome Patengola charged himself with the duty of telling her 
that there was no room for hope, and all Cremona bewailed 
her as one dead, and Patengola composed in Italian verse, the 
epitaph to be placed on her tomb. It ran as follows : — 

Here lies Angelaj an angel by name, 

But her words and her works are of far greater value. 

She lived a virgin for God in her solitary (Jell, 

In which her heart tasted the true peace of the soul. 

She was the well-beloved of God, 

And, like a faithful virgin, she offered Him the sacrifice 

Of all that she loved best. 
Now, she dwells in Heaven, in the bosom of eternal joys, 
Crowned with immortal glory, and blessed amongst the Angels. 

Cesar Cantu. Hist, des Italiens, vol vii p. 481. 
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We have shown how Angela loved her Saviour, and how 
mnch she desired to be united with Him, and whilst all 
luround her were buried in sorrow a smile was ever on her 
serene countenance. At the news that she was about to die she 
was so filled with joy that, raising herself in her bed, her 
countensmce inflamed with divine love, she began to talk to 
those around her of the eternal life that awaited her, as if she 
were already on the threshold of the mansions of the blessed, 
and spoke with a surprising energy of Paradise, and the noth- 
ingness of things here below, without ceasing. Those who 
were present declared that for more than half-an-hour she 
continued to speak thus, they shed no more tears of sorrow but 
of consolation and hope, for they did not believe that it was 
Angela they saw and heard, but a seraphim descended from 
Heaven. 

This extreme joy produced a favourable crisis, from this 
moment the fever grew less, and Angela felt herself so much 
better that she might almost be said to be cured. The event 
was regarded as a miracle alone, and her friends were alike 
consoled and astonished. Angela, on the contrary, was much 
afflicted, not that she failed in resiguation, but so ardently 
did she desire to be united with God, that she could not pre- 
vent herself from breaking forth as the Apostle did, in loving 
•complaints, that her banishment was prolonged, and when she 
saw Patengola again, she complained to him that he had but 
jested when he announced her approaching death, but when 
in his own justification he t^ld her what the physicians had 
said, Angela bowed down her head, resigned herself to the 
will of the Most High, and accepted her cure as a punishment 
for her sins. 

As soon as her health was quite re-established she returned 
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to her old practices of penance and charity. She then learned 
that at Varallo, in !N^ovaro, the Calvary had been nearly 
finished. At the sacred mount of Varallo as well as Saranno». 
places of pilgrimage frequented in proportion to public 
miseries, there was represented in sacred chapels the Life and 
Death of the Redeemer, the holy places being there represented 
according to drawings made in Palestine. In these sanc- 
tuaries the talent of Gaudenzio, the pupil of Leonarda da 
Vinci and of Raphael, was displayed, for it was impossible to 
excel his representation of the Divine Redeemer in his " Death 
of Christ ; " and from many quarters requests were made to 
him for various portions of his representation of the grand 
scene of the Redemption, which he had there represented in 
its entirety. 

Varallo, on the Scsia, is ten leagues north-west of Novara. 

The following account of the sacred mount is taken from the 
work of a modern traveller : " The mount of Varallo rises very 
near the city. On its summit and on the slopes there are, 
besides a church, a large number of chapels or oratories, in all 
numbering forty-six, enclosing groups in terra cotta, of great 
beauty, representing the subjects of sacred history. In the 
first chapel Original sin is represented; in the second the 
Annunciation ; and so on to the forty-sixth, in which was 
placed the tomb of the Virgin. The. walls of these chapels 
are decorated with frescoes of Pelegrino, Tibaldi, Gaudenzio, 
Ferrari, and others." 

This new Jerusalem of the sacred mount of Varallo owes 
its origin to the blessed Bernardino Calotte, a Milanese 
gentleman, who obtained, in 1486, of Pope Innocent VIII. 
permission to establish it. This spot soon became a place of 
pilgrimage very dear to the faithful, especially when S. 
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Charles Borromeo visited it in 1578 and in 1584. It is much 
frequented on the feast of the Assumption. 

The ascent is made in a quarter of an hour by a paved 
road, shaded by magnificent trees, opening to the traveller a 
superb view over thickly-wooded mountains, rising one above 
the other, and forming one of the most beautifol and im- 
posing landscapes. 

Angela now resolved to make a pilgrimage to this mount 
of Varallo, in order to pray for concord amongst Christain 
princes, and to satisfy the pious desire she felt to gaze upon 
scenes descriptive of the passion of our Saviour, of which she 
had been deprived when she made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 

To enable her to carry out her desire she applied to her old 
friend, Anthony de Eomains, who, with a few other Mends, 
accompanied her to Varallo. 

They went by the way of Crema and Lodi, in order to enable 
them to pass through Soncino, as Angela desired to visit 
Stephanie de Quinzani, like herself a native of Brescia, who 
had a great reputation for sanctity ; and, having heard her 
often spoken of, she desired to converse with her of her eternal 
interests. Stephanie was a poor young girl destitute of earthly 
means, who, nevertheless, had been enabled to establish at 
Soncino a monastery of Dominican nuns, whose reputation 
for a holy life had spread throughout the country. Doubt- 
less, Angela wished to profit by the experience of Stephanie, 
and consulted her concerning the society she herself contem- 
plated establishing at Brescia. After leaving Soncino, she 
went on to Tarallo, and was rejoiced to see in representation 
at least, what she had not been able to contemplate in its 
reality when at Palestine, and her heart was moved with a 
tender compassion similar to that she experienced in the latter 
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place, she prayed fervently for peace for her wretched coTm- 
try, it was the object of her desires, and had cost her mucii in 
the way of penance, and it would seem as if on this occasion 
Providence had manifested to her that her prayers woidd 
soon b eheard, for before leaving Varallo, she suddenly became 
very cheerful, and those who were with her felt sure that she 
was confident peace would soon be re-established in Italy. 

And indeed so it was. The Pope beholding the strength 
of Prance on the wane, took part with the Emperor and nego- 
ciated a reconciliation, which was now requisite for everyone. 
The treaty was made at Barcelona in 1529, Charles Y. assist- 
ing in person at Bologna. The Pope again took possession of 
all his States, and Francis Sforza was re-established in his 
duchy. On the other side, the aunt of Charles, Margaret of 
Austria, concluded at Cambray with Louisa of Savoy, mother 
of Prancis, the peace named (alluding to those who had n^o- 
ciated it), Lapaix des Dames, 5th August, 1529. 

The king of France sacrificed Italy without making 
conditions for his allies. At Bologna Charles received the 
crown of gold and iron, he was the last Emperor of Germany 
who was crowned by a Pope, and the Italians after suffering 
so much, stooped to flattery, saying " They never could have 
imagined that the author of so much misery was so courteous 
and affable.'^ However, the humiliations of Italy commenced 
by the dissensions of the great, and was consummated by their 
mutual consent. The equilibrium amongst the smaller states 
was broken up, and weakened or made subject to the Emperor. 

Italy then beheld implanted in her soil an absurd adminis- 
tration, whose principles were murderous, and whose oppres- 
sion of industry and opinion was systematic* 

• Csesar Cantu. Hist. Univ. Vol. XIV., page 190. 
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THE SOCIETY OF S. URSULA FOUNDED BY S. ANGELA. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF HER SOCIETY. 

The first Oratory — ^Angela is reproved for her weakness — Institution of 

the Society, November 25th, 1535. 

"When the dangers of the war. which had obliged Angela to 
find a retreat at Cremona, had passed away, after a sojourn of 
six months in that city, she returned to Brescia with her 
fiiends Hippolyte and Augustin Gallo, they insisting on 
keeping her with them ; she consented for a time to their 
wishes, but ultimately went to live in a house near the church 
of 8. Barnabas, where she could, with greater convenience, 
reflect as to how she should fulfil the will of God in her 
regard. 

She was now aware, by means of the light which Heaven 
Touchsafed her, that the time had come for her to set her hand 
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to the work, namely, the institution of the Society of Yirgins, 
which she had seen in her vision. Outward circumstances, 
too, harmonized admirably with her intention. The evils of a 
long war had induced a return to that which was good, the 
riches of the opulent had melted away, so thab the luxury and 
frivolties of former times could not be indulged in ; it was 
felt that the divine Hand had pressed heavily on Italy, and 
that it was requisite to return to more pure and holy ways of 
life, and to be sincerely converted to God. 

In order to establish her work she began by associating to 
herself twelve of the most virtuous young ladies, chosen from 
amongst the first families of the city. Their names have been 
preserved and are as follows : — Simone Bomi, Catherine Dolci, 
and Dominica, her sister, DoroziUa Zinelli, Pelegrina Casali, 
Clara Gaflftiri, the sisters Paula and Laura Peschieri, Barbara 
Fontane, Claire Martinengo, Marguerite de V Olma, and Marie 
Bartoletti. She adopted them as her spiritual daughters, 
exercised them in virtue, and initiated them in holy practices. 
Her first visit to the sacred Mount of Varallo had procured 
for herself much benefit, and, as the construction of the 
sanctuary was not then finished, she entertained the idea of 
returning thither with her companions, on learning about the 
time, at which we have arrived, that it was completed. The 
design was adopted, for they all had a great desire to see and 
venerate these holy places ; and Augustine and Hippolyte 
GaUo again joined her in the month of August, 1582. 

Arrived at the mountain they contemplated with emotion 
the mysteries of the life and Passion of the Saviour. Angela 
profiting by the occasion to inflame her young sisters with the 
most ardent love for their divine Spouse, and, at the same 
time, telling them that she had formed the design of making 
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them the foundation-Btones of the spiritual edifice she proposed 
to erect. Then, in presence of these representations of tho 
Passion, recalling to them all that the Eedeemer had suffered 
for them, the Saint endeavoured to infuse into her companions 
an ardent zeal to inspire others of their sex with the same 
sentiments of gratitude and love. 

After having satisfied her devotion, she retraced her steps 
to Brescia, passing by Milan, in order to venerate the holy 
nail which is piously preserved in that place. 

Hardly was the duke informed of her arrival than ho went 
to see and converse with her, for it will bo remembered he 
had seen her at Brescia, and had begged her to be his adviser. 
When Angela returned his visit, he received her with all the 
honours of his court, to testify the esteem in which he held 
her, renewing his old request for her to stay at Milan, and 
offering to place her wherever it should please her best, and if 
she wished not to remain alone she should keep with her all her 
companions, to whom he would insure lodging and mainten- 
ance. But the duke's request was useless, God had manifested 
to Angela that she was wanted at Brescia, and as heretofore 
she had declined the generous offers of the nobles of Venice, 
and even those of the Pope himself, so did she now refuse the 
offer of the duke of Milan, and, returning to Brescia, she 
went to live in her old lodging near St. Barnabas, in which 
she remained some time. 

The magnificent church of S. Afrse is celebrated at Brescia 
by the recollections which cling to it. It originally bore the 
name of S. Faustin-au-Sang, because it was erected on the 
spot where in times of persecution this Saint, with many 
illustrious Confessors of Brescia, had shed his blood for the 
^th in a glorious martyrdom ; it is still called the cemetery 
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of S. Latin, fourth bishop of Brescia, either because that Saint 
built here a Sanctuary in order to honour the glorious relics of 
the martyrs, or because his own holy remains were sub- 
sequently buried in this spot. It is certain that here repose a 
large number of martyrs deposited by Saint Apolonius, another 
bishop of this city, with the bodies of S.8. Eaustin and Jovita, 
the first mart3nrs of Brescia. At this time the church was 
served with much pomp by the Canons of Latran, who enjoyed 
a high reputation on account of their regular and exemplary 
life. All that we have said tended to give Angela a desire to 
live near this church. It was an inspiration from heaven 
which designed that a beautiful garden of virgins should 
flourish on the soil that had been watered by the blood of 
martyrs ; so, having settled herself in a small house near S. 
Afrae, she dwelt there with one of her twelve companions, 
Barbara Fontana, who remained with her as long as she lived. 
The neighbouring church was the place of her constant resort ; 
there she many times adored the Blessed Sacrament, com- 
municated almost daily, and under the direction of some of 
the good religious made wonderful progress in the highest 
perfection, Barbara, her companion, imitating her as far as 
possible. She outlived Angela, and through her we have de- 
tails of the domestic life of the Saint. The fire was never 
lighted for cooking purposes. Angela's bed was a chair, on 
which she took a little rest, her head supported against the 
backer against the waU; her garment was poor and mean; 
her prayer almost continual ; her penance austere beyond ex- 
pression. 

This house, however, with its small dimensions, was situated 
in an obscure place, and was ill calculated to serve for the 
reunions of her eleven spiritual daughters who were scattered 
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about, SO the following year, 1553, she established an Oratory 
in which, with greater convenience, she could gather together 
her daughters and instruct them. A widow, of rare virtue, 
named Elizabeth Prato, gave her, in the centre of the city, 
near the Cathedral, a retired residence, which Angela im- 
mediately transformed into an Oratory. Ultimately this house 
became the property of a good citizen who, finding the Oratory 
in a ruinous condition, restored it in 1621. It was still in 
existence in 1672, and Lombardi describes it in these terms. 
" Behind the wooden altar there was an oil painting on the wall 
of Christ on the Cross, with the 31essed Virgin and S. John 
the Evangelist and two women at the foot of the cross. Above 
the door were three pictures painted in frescoes on the wall 
with the date of their execution, December 11, 1538 ; and on 
the sides two other pictures. Of these five, one represented 
St. Ursula, the triumphal banner in her hand ; the second, 
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin ; on the third, St. Afrse,* 
in the habit of an Ursuline, on her knees, exposed to the wild 
beasts who, by a miracle, have become gentle ; on the fourth, 
Elizabeth of Hungary, tertiary of the third order of S. Frands, 
around her are young girls spinning, others, robed as 
Ursulines, are seated at table, and S. Elizabeth, girded with 
an apron, waits on them. The fifth represents S. Paula and 
her daughter Eustochia, spiritual daughters of S. Jerome, 
seated in a vessel that has struck on a rock, the waves threaten- 
ing to overwhelm them. In the same Oratory were the por- 
traits of the holy martyrs, Faustin and Jovita, to whom Angela 
had a particular devotion. As to the exterior this good citizen 

• The S. AfrsD here alluded to siiflfered martyrdom at Brescia, under 
Adrian, her feast is kept on the 24th of May. 
F 
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caused to be painted on the door the portrait of the servant 
of God with the following encomium : 

" Beata Angela Mericia, 
Brixinarum Yirginum Speculum Immaculatum, 
Hie primum Sacras Yirgines SeBCulares Divino Instinctu, 

Sapientissime Instituit, 

Propriaeque Virtutis Fulgentissimis £.adiis 

Hie Ssepisseme Commorando 

Ulustravit 

Corruerat Injuria Temporum et Hominum 

Haec Saera -^dicula 

At Jo. Baptista Biancus Tanto N"omine Devinctus 

Extauravit 
M D C X X I . " 

We will translate the above as follows : 

The Blessed Angela Merici, spotless mirror of the Virgins of 
Brescia^ here commenced, by divine inspiration, the instruction, 
with the greatest wisdom, of holy Secular Virgins. She 
sojourned here frequently, enlightening them with the hrtUiant 
rays of her own virtue. Injured by time, as well as by man, 
this holy place at last became *a ruin; but John Baptist 
3ianchi, in devotion to so great a name, restored it, 1621. 

To resume the thread of our narrative. As soon as Angela 
had transformed her house into an Oratory she began to hold 
her reunions about the year 1533, or a little later, exhorting 
her daughters to strive to become perfect, and make the cono^ 
plete sacrifice of themselves to God in order to be ready to ex- 
ecute whatever she indicated to them on His behalf. 

This may be called the first foundation of the Order of 
Saint Ursula, an Institution which has since become so useful 
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to the Churcli, whicli Angela Merici established in this place. 
It was at the same time, and, as several authors have ob- 
served, the same year in which S. Ignatius of Loyola, laid 
the foundations of his Society of Jesus, making with his com- 
panions, on the feast of the Assumption, 1534, their first vows 
m the Church of Montmartre at Paris. Both Angela and 
Ignatius, in instituting their societies, were guided by the same 
thought, namely, that of guarding the young by a Christian 
education from the deluge of vice and error with which the 
heresies of Luther and Calvin threatened to overwhelm the 
Church. 

The fotlndation of the Society of St. Angela was certainly 
providential. At the time when virginity was most violently 
attacked by the enemies of the GroSpel, when the fury of 
heretics dragged from their convents virgins consecrated to 
God, our Saint conceived the idea of enrolling them under her 
standard, of reviving the love of virginity, and facilitating 
its practice to those who, for want of fortune, or courage, 
could not or did not desire to retire to monasteries. 

With this end she formed an institute of virgins, each of 
Tvhom might dwell in her own home, without, however, lack- 
ing the spiritual aid which would be found in the doister, 
and in the very bosom of their families, she gave them the 
functions of Apostles, inasmuch as they were to procure 
Christiali instruction for young girls, and inspire them with a 
love of virginit}'. 

Meanwhile, it was only the germ of the Society which was 
here founded ; this was not its definite institution, it appears 
as if Angela had not been able to resolve what steps to take. 
If on one side she felt a certainty as to what God desired of 
her by her vision, and by the medium of her confessor, one 
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of the Canons of Latran, a man of aingular prudence and 
learning, to whom she laid her whole heart open, on tihe 
other, her humility was so profound, that she was herself un- 
conscious of the fund of virtue she had acquired, and conld 
not believe herself a fitting instrument for so groat an under- 
taking. 

While she thus temporised, one night an angel appeared to 
her of wrathful demeanour, holding in his hand a cord with 
which he struck her, saying he was sent from heaven to 
punish her delays, and then the Eedeemer himself appeared, 
reproaching hor for her resistance and cowardice, and over- 
whelmed at her fault and the reproofs she incurred, she fell 
prostrate, begging God to forgive her hesitation, promising to 
follow without delay the Divine will. 

It is here, according to the greater number of her biogra- 
phers, that we must place the apparition of Saint Ursula and 
her companions who encouraged her immediately to put her 
hand to the work for the establishment of her new Society, 
promising help and assistance, and giving her necessary 
counsel to lead to a successful result. It is to this apparition 
that allusion is made in the picture which we see in the old 
books of the Society, and in the church of the Ursulines at 
Brescia. 

Many engravings also represent St. Angela on her knees 
before S. Ursula, surrounded by her companions who placed a 
standard in her hands, as if to make her the conductress and 
spiritual mother of another band of virgins, and it was this 
apparition which inspired her with the thought of giving to 
her spiritual family the title of Societn of S. Ursula, desirous 
by a rare sentiment of humility that it should not bear her 
name, and when justifying the adoption of this title in the 
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eyes of her daughters, she refrained, ont of modesty, jfrom 
speaking of this apparition, simply ohserving that she conld 
think of no title more to the point, and in placing her young 
fjEunily under the patronage of so illustrious a conductress of 
Tirgins, she hoped for the same protection for the new Society 
as S. Ursula had shewn to her own, that she and they by their 
intercession would be to them as shields, guides, and models, 
and so help them to join their triumphant society in heaven. 
She then opened her heart to her confessor, and, filled with a 
new courage, she resolved to execute the designs of Provi- 
dence, communicating to her daughters her intentions respec- 
ting the institution and the regulation of the Society, and to 
her great consolation, having found all of them disposed to 
second and follow her in all things, she fixed the 25th of 
November for its formal and definite establishment. 

This was in the year 1535, and the sixty-first of her age. 
She had chosen this day because it was consecrated to the 
celebrated virgin and martyr, S. Catherine, who, having been 
favoured with the inestimable grace of contracting a heavenly 
union with Christ, might serve as a model to those who made 
profession of contemning the nuptials of this world, in order 
to take for their spouse the Divine Lamb. 

All necessary forms having been taken, she began the day 
indicated by herself and her twelve companions participating 
in the Holy Eucharist, strengthening themselves with the 
Bread of life, in the Church of S. Afrae, and afterwards they 
assembled together in the little oratory in order to carry out 
the formalities requisite for the institution of the Society, all 
of them subscribing to the obligation of being united amongst 
themselves, and to the full observance of the rules of the 
newly-formed institute. 
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Immediately on the Society being instituted, — indeed, in 
the forenoon of the same day, fifteen other young ladies, who 
had agreed beforehand to that effect, came to join it, so that 
from the first day it counted twenty-eight members, including 
the foundress. It may be truly called a divine work ; God 
thus showing from the outset that He watched in a special 
manner over the increase of the family so dear to His heart. 

In thus disposing facts as to place, we reconcile the various 
opinions of historians, — some holding that the commencement 
of the order took place in the Church of S. AfrsB, and others in 
the domestic oratory of the foundress. 
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CHAPTER II. 

SKETCH OF THE SOCIETY. 

First sketch of the Society of S. Ursula, as instituted by its holy 
Foundress — Her rule — Angela first General Superior — The Officers 
— First Directors. 

The rule which S. Angela gave to her young companions was 
full of wisdom, and perfectly suited to the necessities of her 
times. It was dist&guished from all those which were 
practised in the monasteries of her time and country. It was 
not the religious life in the cloister, but the cloistered life in 
the midst of the world. The latter, perhaps, was most useful 
and practical in an age when the conventual life was attacked 
and turned into ridicule by Protestantism, unfortunately, 
not always without reason ; and, as it was her desire that the 
chief end of her institution should be to act as a corrective to 
the laxity of some of her contemporaries, she could do nothing 
more sensible than introduce ipto their own families models 
of Christian virtue. 

Lapse of time and altered circumstances modified S. 
Angela's first idea ; she herself foresaw this would be the 
case, as well as the Pope in his bull of approbation of her 
Institute, but such as it was in its b^inning it was both a 
beautiful and original idea. 
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We will now speak of tlie rule of life observed by the 
young girls of S. Ursula's Society. 

Angela exempted tbem from all vows, solemn and even 
simple ones, though she did not hinder them from making, in 
particular, the vow of virginity ; on the contrary, she exhorted 
them to do so. She would not subject them to the cloister or 
the life of a community, but she wished them to remain at 
home for the edification and advantage of others. Her 
intention was, indeed, that, besides the exercises of prayer, 
penance, and the reception of the Sacraments, they should 
occupy themselves with all the works of Christian charity 
useful for the salvation of their neighbour. Thus, in virtue 
of their rule, they were bound to seek out persons of their 
own sex who were in affliction, to console them; to assist 
poor and needy women, and to instruct the ignorant in work 
proper to their sex. They were also obliged to visit the si(^ 
in hospitals or in their own homes, and to serve them in all 
humility when necessary, proposing to themselves for the rule 
of their whole life that of Jesus Christ, who, although He was 
God, and Master of the universe, made Himself the Servant of 
all, consecrating Himself wholly to the spiritual and temporajl 
good of His neighbour. 

Following then ffis glorious example, who made no excep- 
tion of persons, she would not forbid to any one, whatevw 
their condition, entrance into her Society ; thus the young 
lady of noble birth was ofben admitted at the same time as 
her maid and servant. There was no distinction of rank, — 
choir, religious, or lay sisters as in monasteries, for here there 
was perfect equality in the offlce and in the habit ; the only 
thing requisite in order to obtain admission was a clear proof 
of a true vocation and of solid virtue. 
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With regard to habit she gave no rule bnt that it ought to 
be of wool, modest in fashion and in colour, so as not to recall 
the vanities of the world. 

She exacted for admission no fortune or any money what- . 
-ever, in order to give to the poor the facility to follow their 
vocation, only in this case they had to labour for their main- 
tenance by the work of their hands. But, if one was admitted 
who could no longer maiutain herself on account of sickness or 
of age, then the rest were bound to help her out of their own 
substance, or by the alms of good persons. In case of sick- 
ness those who were in health were obliged to nurse the sick 
and serve them with christian charity, and if one of them 
died the others were to procure a decent funeral, and a 
sufficient number of masses for the repose of her soul. 

In this manner entrance to her Society was facilitated even 

to those who, against their vocation, had engaged in marriage, 

for the sole reason that they had neither parents nor relations 

to help them when in need. Those who had parents or uncles 

were not admitted but by their consent, aM even after 

their admission they were not allowed to withdraw from a 

.jnst dependance on the heads of the family; also Angela 

prescribed them not one or two special confessors, as is the 

rule in other communities, she only wished that each should 

choose a pious, wise, and zealous confessor, capable of making 

her advance in the practice of virtue and frequent use of the 

Sacraments, matters which at this time were not as common 

88 they became afterwards, thanks, above all, to the zeal of 

Saint Cajetan de Tiene and Saint Ignatius de Loyola. 

In the meantime, understanding well that in order to make 
her Society flourish it was necessary that it should be well 
organised, she sought for persons who would be careful to 
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iiiaint;&m ii in Uie sprit in wbich it had been established. 
For tbis end she kcated her dai^hters in yarious quarters of 
the city, nithont lemoTin^ them from their homes ; those 
qiiart«^ she called ^tt^ffcrrvs. and at the head of each of them 
she placed a mistnees. For the disdiarge of this fonction she 
selected the sisier most distingmshed for her virtae, zeal, and 
nisdom in spritnal matteis. Each mistress was bound, 
dxuinir their fifteen dap^ to Tisit the dangjiters of her quarter, 
and frequently even call th«n before her and instruct them in 
tiie s|Klrit of their Tocalion, e^dioiting them to employ the 
means requisite for attaining this end. Besides those mis- 
tretsse^ Angela again eleded a eotain number of widows of 
advanced age, endowed with virtue and prudence, and who 
had pa^ised fifty years of their life in the practice of virtue. 
These, like tender mothers, wers to watdi over the conduct of 
the younger ones, and bring a speedy ronedy for every 
remissness or foiling, and each of the ladies had a counsellor 
who was to warn her of all that required correction or cure, 
and to confof with her respecting it. Angda gave to these 
ladies the name of governesses, and to their advisers that of 
zelatrices or colonels, names which correspond with the 
military term borne by her congregation.^ finally, she 
selected some of the noUes of the city who were most 
influential and estimate for their prolnty and worth, who in 
quality of protectors of the Society mi^^ if necessary, defend 
her unprotected daughters against all aggression on the part 
of the great and powerful, or of dissipated lib^tuies. AngfiV 
made these regulations at the very beginning of the formation 

'^ In France the t^rms Rerei^nd Motb«r or JCothor AsBistant are 
nsed. In publishing an EngUsh edition ci this ^irork the Tranfilator has 
given an equivalent lor the word Oompaifptie m that of Sociefy. 



THE LIFE OF 8T. ANGELA. 75- 

of her Institute, that is to say, in the year 1535. It would 
be difficult to form a design more wise, holy, prudent, and 
evangelical ; and God Himself must have inspired the holy 
foundress. For the due maintenance of order in a community 
a written rule to serve as a guide to the members in the 
accomplishment of their duty is necessary ; Angela knew this 
veil, and as soon as her Society was founded she applied 
herself diligently to compose this rule. 

For this great work she addressed herself to the Father of 
Lights by prayer and penance, and obtained the aid she needed 
from that heavenly wisdom which is indispensable in an affair 
of great importance ; it is sufficient to read her rules to feel 
convinced of this being the case. 

Thus enlightened from above, she selected, in order to write 
her rules, one Gabriel Cozzano, a learned and estimable 
man. In his work entitled. Declaration of the Bull of Paul 
IIL, he says, whfen speaking of the rules approved by the 
said Bull, " / Jiave written iiothing of myself, hut have tran- 
scribed as faithfully as possible her sentiments. . . . SJie 
alone, Divinely inspired, has been the foundress of so yreat a 
work; but in the letter preceding the rules she would not, out of 
humility, allow me to mention her nameJ^ 

Notwithstanding the firm conviction she had of the special 
assistance of God in the formation of her rules, her rare 
modesty and humility led her to confer with her confessor, 
with several religious, and with wise and learned priests, and 
also the virtuous ladies whom she had made her confidants, 
and furthermore, afber having had them written out, she fre- 
quently amended them with the help of others, and by the 
aid of prayer, until they were placed before the Ordinary for 
bis approval. 
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Cardinal Francis Comaro was at this time Bishop of Bres- 
■cia. To him she submitted her rule as much to make an act 
of submission to her Pastor, as to give it more authority and 
solidity by the approbation of the lawful superior. The 
Cardinal caused his vicar-general, Monsignor Muzio, to ex- 
amine it, and he, acknowledging the superior mind which hA 
dictated it, refrained from making the slightest change, and by 
a decree of the 8th of August, 1536, it was legally approved. 

The holy Foundress thanked God with all her heart for this 
happy issue, and took other measures requisite for the estab- 
lishment of her Society. Hitherto she had been the only 
superior of her daughters, and the latter had obeyed her with 
the love and submission which they paid their own mothers. 

But after the approval of her rules, she proceeded to put in 
force the chapters which prescribed the election of the Superior- 
general and other officers, and on the 18th March, 1537, she 
-convoked all her daughters in order, in presence of a notary, 
to proceed with the elections in proper form. The result of 
the act on this occasion was, that, including the Foundress, 
fifty-nine associates were present, seventeen being unable 
to attend the meeting, so that the company then counted 
seventy-six members. The election of Mother Superior and 
Mother Assistant was at once proposed. The votsrs did not 
hesitate a moment, and as is clear by the records, the holy 
Foundress was unanimously elected. Angela had the greatest 
repugnance to accept such a charge, and she besought her 
daughters to select some other person, representing to them 
her defects and her total incapacity, which she alone knew 
and understood. When she saw that she gained nothing by 
this, she instanced her advanced age, which would not permit 
her to labour as much as was necessary for the interests of her 
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conmmnity ; but nothing conld alter the votes of these wise 
virgins. They could only be brought to suppress the title of 
Foundress, which they had wished to join to the others, but 
which Angela refused, sayiDg that God alone had gathered 
together this chosen company of His beloved spouse. 

The Superior-general named, they passed to the election of 
Mistresses, and also to that of Lady Governors, then only 
numbering four, Lucretia, widow of Count Ladrone, Ginevra, 
widow of Alexander Luzzago, Ursula, widow of Jerome 
Gavardo, Mary, widow of Antony Awogadro,«to which was 
joined, as a supernumerary, Lucretia, widow of Paul Luzzago, 
but this latter post was soon niillified. A short time after,, 
the Foundress judged it well to increase the number of ladies 
in order to proportion it to that of the sisters, who had consider- 
ably increased, and besides those furst named, she appointed 
the noble ladies Veronica Buzzi, Jane Monte, Elizabeth Prato, 
Leonella Pedezocca, and Catherine M^ja. She divided amongst 
the eight last named ladies the direction of the virgins distri- 
buted inthe eight quarters, and named each governess of her 
respective quarter. As to the first, the Countess of Ladrone, 
the Foundress distinguished her amongst the others, by 
making that lady her own chief assistant ; and during her 
last illness she named her her vicar, which caused her at 
lier death to be elected to succeed her in the general govern 
ment of the Society. But the spiritual direction of her 
adopted daughters lay much more at her heart, and she chose 
two ecclesiastics of consummate virtue and great reputation 
at Brescia, these were Paul de Crcmone, regular Canon of 
Latran, and D. Crysonthe, Canon of S. Peter in Olivetc* 

* We may here allude to one of the oldest and most celebrated 
spiritual directors of the same company, Father Francis Cabrini, of 
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Under the guidance of these wise and zealous directors the 
Society made rapid progress in virtue. 

A person named Hieronymo Buschi was of great assistance 
to Angela in the estahlishment and spiritual progress of her 
rising family, and honorahle mention may here be made of 
her. Her life, which reads like the life of a saint, may be 
found in the Brescia Beata of P. Benjamin Zacchi, an 
Augustinian monk, a work which has never been published, 
but the original manuscript of whieh bears the authority of 
the Inquisitor •of that time, as may be seen, in the edition. 
On reading her life we see how great was the virtue of this 
Ursuline Sister, and her zeal was so ardent that by her prayers 
and example she led to God many a wandering soul, and con- 
ducted several to the highest perfection. She contributed 
largely to the welfare of the Society during the life of the 
Foundress, and still more after her death. 

She survived Angela five years, dying in 1545, in the odour 
of sanctity, adding another to the bright choir of the Society 
triulnphant# 

Alfianello, a remarkable portion of Brescian territory. He was not> 
however, named by the Saint ; still less was he her conf ^usor, as an 
ill-informed author has stated. His memoirs, which we possess, 
place his birth in the year 1515, when Angela died, in 1540, he was 
scarcely ordained. He came ^ Brescia towards the year 1556, and gave 
proof of consummate virtue, an exemplary life, and an ardent zeal for the 
glory of God and the salvation of his neighbour. He established In Bres- 
cia, in the Church of St. Mary of Peace, a congregation of zealous and 
edifying priests, who in 1611 embraced the institute of S. Philip. 
Monsignor Bollani, bishop of Brescia, afterwards named him father and 
spiritual director of the Society of S. Ursula, and he fulfilled these 
functions to its great advantage until his death, which happened in 
1570. 
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CHAPTER m. 
A GLANCE AT THE HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY. 

It is confirmed and approved — The Vicissitudes and wondrous increase 

of the Holy Institute of S. Angela. 

When the holy Foundress had established her Societ}- on a 
firm basis, and it had been confirmed by the Ordinary', she 
deemed it of the highest importance to secure the approbation 
of the Snpreme Head of the Church, ardently desiring in the 
interests of the faithful that her Institute should be spread 
over the whole world. 

From the moment that she was elected Mother Superior, 
she studied as to how she should lay her petition before the 
Pontift and in this important matter she addressed herself to 
Cozzano, who acted as her secretary, desiring him to draw up 
a formal petition directed to his Holiness. Cozzano did as 
she requested^ saying, however, it was drawn up by him, but 
the ideas it contained were not his, but those of the Saint. 

This took place three years before Angela's death. It is 
not certain if the petition was made before her decease, but at 
any rate it did not take effect until after that time, and it 
would seem as if Angela when in heaven herself, pressed the 
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matter before the throne of God, for the bishop and the magis^ — - 
trate of Brescia earnestly solicited the Pontiff, Paul HI., 
grant the petition then either presented for the first time o 
renewed by the Superiors of the Society, thanks especially 
the zeal of the Countess Lucretia do Ladrone, who had sue — 
ceeded the Foundress in the general government of thi 
Society. But whilst the matter was being discussed at Bome^ 
the Society had suffered two assaults from the enemy of alM 
good, who saw but too well the loss which it would inflict orm 
him. The first assault passed away lightly enough, but th© 
second threatened the dissolution of the Society itself, party 
spirit having sown the seeds of division. 

When the blessed foundress was no more, the Evil One 
excited several persons to declare, either by a false or sincere 
but exaggerated zeal, that it was a very dangerous thing ta 
leave so many tender young girls scattered about in their homes,, 
and exposed to all the allurements of the world, that it would 
be much better to gather them together and place them under 
obedience in the cloister, and bind them by the vows of the 
religious state, and this idea found favour with some of the 
fathers of families, to whom the maintenance and care of 
their daughters was a burthen. The opinion of the sissociates 
themselves was divided, but as the majority were opposed to 
this innovation, and as some wise priests and learned men 
wrote in favor of that which the holy Foundress had 
established, the controversy was soon suppressed, and peace 
restored amongst them. But it was not so with the second 
attack which, as we have said, threatened the existence of 
the Society. It has been observed that Angola had prescribed 
no particular costume, that she had only desired that her 
adopted daughters should wear a modest garb, excluding from 
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xt all that partook of vanity ; but very soon after her death 
"fche greater part of the sisters, and at the head of them was 
"the mother general, the countess of Ladrone, proposed to wear, 
ia imitation of the tertiaries of Saint Francis and Saint 
Augustin, a cord or girdle, as a sign of the virginity they pro- 
fessed. Others were opposed to this novelty, and amongst 
them was Madam Luzzago, one of the first companions of the 
saint ; Cozzano supporting her. The dispute was then carried 
before .the Bishop, and the Sisters were divided to such a 
degree that the opposing party mutually excluded themselves 
from the Society. Happily there arrived, meanwhile, from 
Rome, the Bull of authorisation of Paul III., dated June 9th, 
1544. It was addressed with a brief of the same date to the 
Bishop of Verona (doubtless because the See of Brescia was 
then vacant), and to the archpriest and archdeacon of the 
cathedral of Brescia, who were declared executors of the Pon- 
tifical Constitution. Now these happened to be partinans of 
the distinctive habit, and, in order to quell the variance, they 
obtained from the same Pontiff a hundred days' indulgence 
for those who should wear a simple black garment with a 
leathern girdle. This spiritual favour acted as an inducement, 
and the habit was gradually adopted by all the sisters, and, 
thanks to the prudent direction of Francis Cabrini, the spiri- 
tual Father of all the Society, peace and concord again 
flourished amongst the sisters. 

And this difficulty overcome, the young community multi- 
plied itself speedily, counting in a short time many hundreds 
of members, amongst them were ladies related to the first 
nolJles of Brescia, and from that city it spread itself through- 
out various parts of Brescian territory, and finally in many of 
the chief towns of Italy. It was introduced in Cremona, in 
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15G5, by Don John Somasqne, originally of Brescia, tinder 
the auspices of Monsignor Sfondrati, afterwards Cardinal, and 
finally Sovereign Pontiff, under the name of Grregory XIV. 
The following year, or a little later, it was established at 
Milan, by the illustrious Archbishop of that city. Saint 
(Jharles Borromeo, who soon propagated it throughout ^as 
diocese. 

The great Cardinal of Milan particularly loved the 
daughters of S. Ursula, at once realising the fact that he 
could draw from them great benefits for the well-being of 
families and the reform of his diocese, and they speedily 
gained his esteem by the heroic devotion with which they 
consecrated themselves to the care of the unfortunate victims 
of pestilence, when that terrible scourge so cruelly ravaged 
his metropolitan city. In his fourth provincial council, in 
the year 1576, one of the most effectual means suggested by 
him to his suffragan bishops, for the improvement of their 
dioceses, was for them to introduce the Society of S. Ursula 
into the most populous portions of theni. 

It was owing to the advice of Saint Charles that the 
Ur^ines of Milan adopted a community life, together with 
certain regular observances. He addressed himself to the 
Holy See in order tp obtain a new approval of the Institute, 
and the Bull was given by Gregory XIII., in 1572, confirm- 
ing and approving anew the Institute of Mother Angela, of 
Brescia, and at the same time authorising all tTrsulmes to 
join and live in community, to form similar establishments, 
wherever they might bo requisite, and in a general way to do 
all that was specified in the grant of iJie petition. 

This Bull, however, did not render the Ursulinee of Italy a 
truly cloistered or religious order. The first properly so-called 
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monastery was established in Italy only in the year 1688. It 
is that of Rome, and was founded by the Duchess of Modena, 
Laura Martinozzi, with the concurrence of the Ursulines of 
the Congregation of Bordeaux, which had come from Bel- 
gium. The Ursulines of Milan might then think themselves 
indeed honored by having in a manner this great saint for the 
second Founder of their Society. 

In 1580, S. Charles was named Visitor Apostolic of the 
Order, and in that quality he visited during that and the fol- 
lowing year, the Ursulines of Brescia, giving the greatest 
attention to everything that affected his dear daughters. He 
advised them to live in community, examined their rules and 
their general customs, modified various points introduced after 
the death of their foundress, and thus confirmed them by an 
ordinance of the 28th October, 1581, granting, moreover, a 
hundred days' indulgence to those Ursulines each time they 
communicated. 

Two days later he addressed a letter to the lady governesses 
eulogising the virtuous conduct of their spiritual daughters, 
and its good results, and the book of rules thus reformed by 
the Cardinal of Milan, was printed the next year for the use 
of the Ursulines of Brescia. 

Notwithstanding the research made by Father Salvator 
even at Brescia, when about to publish the saint's life it was 
impossible to find the original, or an authentic copy of the 
first rules, such as it was when it came ferth from the hand of 
the Foundress without any addition by another writer, but, says 
he, whoever reads them and compares them with the other 
writings of S. Angela, can easily perceive that they were writ- 
ten almost entirely from her first dictation, if we exclude a few 
points relative to the habit, the crown of hair, the vow, and 
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some particular customs, which appear at the first glance at 
variance with the idea given of them in the previous chapter. 

It was not till 1568, the 25th January of that year, the 
feast of St. Agnes, that the Ursulines of Brescia, through the 
care of Father Cabrini, who had induced them to adopt a 
distinctive uniformit}' of habit, made their vow of chastity 
according to the formula fre^cnbed by 8. Charles, and to wear 
the hair cut agreeably to the custom established by the same 
saint for the Ursulines of his own diocese. 

From the year 1560, the Ursulines of Brescia, by the advice 
of their director, Father Cabrini, began to hold their meetings 
in the church of St. Mary of Peace, which they had also fixed 
on as their place of burial. In 1580, by the advice of S. Charles, 
they went from this church to that of S. Benedict, and in 
1595 to that of the orphans, in charge of whom many Ursu- 
lines were employed. At a later date Father Francis lilar- 
sone, director of the Society, thinking it improper that, 
meritorious and estimable as it was, it nevertheless had not a 
church of its own, resolved with the bishop, Monsignor Zorzi, 
to erect one upon a vast plan. They pulled down several 
houses belonging to the Society, Dame Irene Asti, then Mother 
General giving up hers with the gardens adjoining, and in 
1628, the new church and a convenient house for the Ursu- 
lines was finished. The church was dedicated to S. Ursula, 
and henceforth the associates there practised their religious 
ceremonies, and those who lived in community resided in the 
convent contiguous to the church. But let us pursue the des- 
tinies of the society. 

In the diocese of S. Charles it soon numbered four hundred 
sisters distributed in eighteen houses. In the great cities of 
Italy they were gladly received. We will content ourselves 
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with naming Parma, Foligni, Venice, Verona, Feltri, Genoa, 
and Rome. 

The Ursulines of Italy have maintained their ground suc- 
cessfully in these modem times, devoting themselves accord- 
ing to the aim of their institution, to instruction and works 
of charity. During the Crimean war, they excited the emu- 
lation of the English by their ingenious charity in succouring 
the Italian soldiers, but it did not prevent those who estab- 
lished the new kingdom of Italy from saying, " Depart I I 
know better than you how to pray, better than you how to 
instruct youth, and perform works of charity." * 

In 1594 the Society of S. Angela was established in France, 
and on that soil, so fruitful in good works as well as evil, it . 
developed itself in a truly marvellous manner. It was in 
France that it transformed itself from a pious association into 
a religious order. 

During the first half of the seventeenth century, from almost 
every part of the kingdom there sprung up associations of 
pious persons who embraced the Institute of S. Angela of 
Brescia, and devoted themselves to the education of young 
girls. For the most part the associates of these congregations 
lived apart with their respective families, or united in one 
house, without vows and uncloistered, in imitation of their 
sisters in Italy ; but they were not long in embracing the 
religious life. They formed various distinct congr(^ation9,t 

* Csesar Cantu. Les Heretiques d'ltalie. YoL II., page 718. Paris, 
1869. 

t We give the name of congregations to houses, which from the first, 
added to the Institute of Saint Angela particular constitutions, and 
which, by the Bulls proper to each of them, have been authorised to 
transmit them to other communities of their Institutions. Thus — 
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having particular constitutions, though varying little from 
each other, but all aimed at the same end, bore the same 
name, and gloried in being the daughters of the same Mother, 
S. Angela Merici, and they all descended more or less imme- 
diately from the House of Brescia. 

The first establishment of the daughters of S. Ursula "was 
at Avignon, Mademoiselle de Bermond, a person of high rank, 
was the first French TJrsuline. In 1594, she engaged in her 
native city twenty-five young ladies to associate themselves 
with her for the instruction of youth according to the institu- 
tion of the blessed Angela of Brescia. Each of them lived 
alone or with her relations, and being advised by the venerable 
Caesar de Bus, founder of the Fathers of Christian Doctrine, 
they, in 1596, joined in community at the same time without 
binding themselves to the cloister or by vows. This first 
congregation of Ursulines established themselves at TlUe, a 
small town in the diocese of Carpentras, under the direction 
of the Mother de Bermond. In Provence there was soon a 
large number of Ursulines who were noted for the sanctity of 
their lives, and their success in the education of youth, their 
houses were the nurseries from whence other communities 
were formed at a later period. 

In 1612, the Paris congregation, established two ye^rs 
previous, through the influence of Madame S. Beuve, a woman 
of high birth and great virtue, embraced, with the approval 
of Pope Paul v., the monastic life under the rule of S. 
Augustin. This was the first congregation of Ursulines who 
led a really monastic life since the foundation of the order, 

France counted nine congregations, namely, those of Paris, Lyons, 
Bordeaux, Dijon, Toulouse, Tulles, Aries, and of the Presentation of 
Avignon and the Province of Burguwly. 
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and doubtless ifc is on account of this priority that the 
Ursulines of this Paris foundation, who follow its constitutions, 
found their title of Cheat Ursulines^ in opposition to those of 
Little Ursulines, given to the religious who follow the con- 
stitutions of Bordeaux. It was the celebrated Cardinal 
Francis de Sourdis, Archbishop of Bordeaux, renowned for 
his sanctity, zeal, and the inspirations which he received from 
God, and the immense good he did in his diocese, who estab- 
lished the congregation of Bordeaux, the most celebrated 
amongst all, with that of Paris. He had a special devotion 
for the holy Archbishop of Milan, S. Charles Borromeo, and 
he had chosen him for his model, so well imitating him that 
he was called S. Charles of France. 

On his way to Bome, he went to see the Ursulines who 
were at Avignon, and was present at various times at their 
lessons, and was so well satisfied with them that from that 
moment he resolved to establish them at Bordeaux, and was 
confirmed in this idea by seeing the good they did at Milan, 
by way of which he returned home, in order to visit the 
tomb of 8. Charles ; remaining seven hours in prayer before 
the relics of the great Archbishop ; it is said that he there 
received the divine inspiration to establish in his diocese an 
order of religious Virgins, like to that 8. Charles had estab- 
lished in his own. 

On his return to his diocese, Monsignor de 8ourdis, corre- 
sponded with his insjnration, and in 1000, he established the 
first Community at Bordeaux. It prospered from its begin- 
ning, and in 1618, it was erected as a monastery of religions 
of the TJrsuline order, under the rule of 8. Augustin, keeping 
enclosure, and the three ordinary vows of religion^ by a Bull 
of Pope Paul Y. Under this name and rule, the Ursulines 
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established themselyes everywhere, and in a few years they 
counted more than a hundred houses. 

The Society of S. Ursula, after haying made France its 
stronghold, rapidly spread itself throughout Belgium, Ger- 
many, Portugal, Switzerland, Asia, North America, and 
Brazil. The daughters of S. Angela did incalculable good by 
devoting themselves to the education of young girls, and for 
a long while they enjoyed almost a monopoly with regard to 
education, so that to be an Ursuline and a teacher were 
synonymous terms, their schools became celebrated, and were 
filled by the daughters of the most distinguished families, 
whilst in their day schools and free schools, they received the 
children of the citizens and of the poor, on whom they be- 
stowed a good and virtuous education, with the knowledge 
necessarj'^ for their respective positions. 

There were amongst the Ursulines, ladies of distinguished 
character, women who possessed great courage, merit, and 
virtue. The early French Ursulines have left some chronicles 
of their order, as well as a journal, or Holy Tear, by which 
we may see how many amongst them were remarkable for 
their perfect lives, their austerities, gift of prayer, union with 
God, and the heavenly graces by which many of them became, 
glorious martyrs of charity, binding themselves by vow to go 
forth to any part of the world, for the greater glory of God, 
and offering up their lives as a sacrifice, in order to secure 
and assist, during pestilence, the sick who were abandoned 
by their own relations, and these heroic women not only were 
to be met with amongst the cloistered Ursulines, or those 
united in simple community life, but even amongst those who 
lived with their own relations, according to the first design of 
Angela. 
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The Frencli revolution destroyed their work, in the con- 
struction of which so many hands had laboured in the course 
of two centuries, hut hardly had the storm passed away, 
than the old labourers returned to the work. They repaired 
many houses that had fallen into ruins, established themselves 
anew in various places ; and new candidates, under the ban- 
ner of Angela and Ursula, came to their aid ; and though in 
the present day they stand not alone in the work of education 
their numbers are more numerous than ever. 

Before concluding this brief sketch, let us add that amongst 
the multitude of women who, under various names, devoted 
themselves, for the love of God, the Church, and their neigh- 
bours, to this humble work, at the same time so useful and 
so important in its results, the Ursulines are always in the 
first ranks for their numbers, their virtues, and their 
success. 



BOOK THIRD. 



VIRTUES AND SUPERNATURAL GIFTS OF SAINT ANGELA. 



Had we to pronounce in a few words the eulogium of Saint 
Angela, we might content ourselves with referring to the 
testimony which is rendered by John Baptist Nazari, a notary 
of Brescia. He was for a long time connected with her, and 
was one of four respectable eye witnesses who deposed in 
the juridical examination to the virtues of the Saint, and 
embodied the depositions in an act publicly drawn up. " In 
her character," says he, " no evil inclination was observable, 
no ambition, nor vain glory, nor anger ; she took pleasure 
in humility, contemplation, and the practice of virtue, perse- 
vering in fasting, watchings, and prayer. As was befitting to 
a true religious, she was firm in faith, humble in conversation, 
exemplary in her manners, assiduous in watching, fervent in 
prayer, of a patience unalterable in adversity, of angelic 
devotion in the reception of the sacraments, and always ready 
in the practice of good works." 

In support of the above testimony, we may cite the eulo- 
giums bestowed on her wherever she dwelt, of " Holy Soul,^' 
^'Virgin of Jesus Christ/' ^^ Angel of Paradise ^ But not having 
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Tinderfcaken to write a panegjric on Angela, but only her life, 
ire wish less to excite admiration than to strive to induce 
others to imitate her virtues. 

It may, however, be permitted us to speak of their heroism, 
and to refer again to a few traits of her life, already related 
in previous chapters, which have an immediate reference to 
our subject. 

We have not at our disposal such an abundance of materials 
as are generally to be found in the lives of more modern 
saints. The Holy See had not yet established, the minute 
search exacted later in the ordinary process by Pope Urban 
VIII., £tad his successors, in order to arrive as a more cer- 
tain proof of the holiness of those whom the Church proposes 
to exalt to the honor of placing on her altars. For this 
reason, and perhaps because soon after her death, the Bres- 
cians rendered to her the worship due to the blessed, no one 
has songht to make an exact relation of her particular virtues, 
and those who write of Angela, content themselves with col- 
lecting her eulogiums in a general way. However, the parti- 
culars handed down by them, and her history composed by 
those writers who lived near her own time, suffice to establish 
the heroism of her virtues, and they furnish examples 'worthy 
the imitation of every pious christian. 
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CHAPTER I. 



HER LIVELY FAITH. 



What we are about to relate demonstratcB the lively 
faith with which Angela was penetrated. That faith, 
the seed of which had been deposited in her soul by 
baptism manifested itself from her early infancy. Otherwise, 
how could one of such tender years have manifested such 
contempt for the perishable things of the world, and take 
no pleasure but in the exercises of religion, so that, 
in spite of her parents and the example of her sister, she 
continued in the practice of austerities such as a lively faith 
can alone produce. It continued to develop itself and grew 
stronger and stronger. The greatest mystery of faith is that 
of the holy Eucharist, as it is under the eyes of faith alone 
that we discover a God concealed under the humble species 
beneath which He loves to veil Himself. Angela contemplated 
her -Beloved as if she beheld Him with her mortal eyes ; she 
passed several hours of the day before the Blessed Sacrament, 
■and it was only an imperious duty of charity which could 
drag her from this contemplation. 

Many were the proofs of her faith which she gave during 
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her pilgrimages. In Palestine, though blind, she still con- 
tinued on her way, so as to venerate in person the places 
wMcli witnessed the mysteries of our Redemption ; and on 
visiting these blessed spots she was animated by sentiments of 
as tender devotion as if she had beheld our Lord accomplish 
the work of our salvation. 

In her pilgrimage to Rome she . showed her faith on those 
IK>ints of Catholic doctrine most attacked by the heretics of 
her time, for she undertook that pilgrimage in order to gain 
the Indulgences of the Jubilee, to venerate the relics of the 
Saints, and to testify her profound respect for the {Sovereign 
Pontiff, the Yicar of Jesus Christ. 

Angela labored with all her strength to defend her country 
against heresy. The magistrate of Brescia took, it is true, all 
necessary means to prevent this scourge from infesting the 
countries under his jurisdiction which brought upon him the 
praise of the Supreme Pontiff ; but Angela seconded with all 
her power his efforts, assembling the young girls of the city, 
especially the most ignorant of them, patiently instructing 
them, and not giving them up till they were well grounded in 
the doctrines of the gospel, for she instituted her Society in 
order to secure to children the benefit of instruction, and to 
see that it should be more widely diffused. 

The very establishment of this Society was like a living 
protestation against another attack of heresy, whilst the 
latter inveighed against the very name of virginity, destroyed 
monasteries and dragged the Spouses of Christ from their 
retreats, she formed a band of Virgins scattered about the 
world, showing that God, by His victorious grace, can increase 
and multiply the lilies of His spouses even in barren and 
sterile earth and amidst the allurements of the world. 
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This Society onco founded, Angela studied to preserve 
therein the puiity of the faith, and submission to the head of 
the Church. It was the object of her greatest soHcitude 
during the few years that remained her, and which, when she 
felt the approach of death, made her give the following 
counsel to her lady governors : — 

" I beseech you with my whole heart to watch carefolly 
over this little flockthat it bo not infected with error at this 
time of spiritual darkness, and if you perceive the slightest 
danger, bring a remedy without delay, stiffer not this fatal 
seed to be cast in our Society, for the evil would spread to the 
city, and then extend itself beyond it." 

Indeed, the example of her young daughters was very usefal 
in this respect to the city of Brescia ; Nazari, quoted above, 
declares it, saying : — 

"The example of' the Ursulines produced amongst the 
women a mod.e of living conducive to virtue, and obedience to 
the Holy See.'' 

Wo shall not then charge with exaggeration what has been 
said in praise of her faith in a book written a short time after 
her death and entitled, " An Answer to tJwse who advise the 
cloister to the Virgins of St, Ursula," 

Let him who knows not in what true virtue exists, neither 
the way of the holy Church, nor the spirit of the Church, 
find fault with the conduct of the Mother Angela, but let him 
conform himself to it, and he will and be a true and faithful 
Catholic. Pather Landoni, has in a few words, made her 
eulog}^ in his letter of 21st December, 1566, these were his 
words, " K faith liad been lost, we should find it again in the 
blessed Angela." 
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CHAPTEll II. 



HER HOPE AND SINGULAR CONFIDENCE IN GOD. 



The theological hope which has for its end to obtain super- 
natural blessings and eternal happiness, brings with it, when 
it is perfect, a kind of security, for it induces man to keep 
these in view, and leads him to despise the goods of this 
world, even as one sure of ascending a throne on the morrow 
would hold in contempt the lesser advantages which fortune 
on the previous day offered him. 

Such was the hope which animated Angela, nay, it was far 
more than a simple hope, it may rather be called an entire 
confidence in God. Hardly had she began ijo comprehend that 
she was not made for this world, but for heaven, than she 
turned her thoughts above, and directed every effort towards 
the acquisition of the kingdon of heaven. 

Henceforth, she felt a disgust for the amusements of her 
age, exhibiting eagerness only for the things of God. We 
have seen how this contempt increased, as at the age of ten, 
Angela cut her hair, and injured the fresh tint of her com- 
plexion, in order not to attract the admiration of man, and to 
make herself dear only to her Crucified Lord, whose heavenly 
nuptials she alone ambitioncd. 
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At the ago of sixteen she would have torn herself entirely 
from the world, and retiring to a desert, would, with the 
saints of old, have lived for God alone. 

God was contented with her good will ; she clothed herself 
in the coarse habit of S. Prancis, openly to profess the con- 
tempt which she had for the world ; and embracing the rule 
of the Third Order, studied to follow the footsteps of that great 
saint, who distinguishad himself by his disdain for earthly 
things. 

But it was peculiarly by the way of trial, which it was the 
will of God Angela should pass through, in order to 
strengthen her virtue, that her implicit confidence in Him 
best showed itself. Every virtue, as the Apostle saith, 
increases in adversity, and is made perfect by practice, by 
fighting against our natural inclinations, enduring contra- 
dictions, and overcoming the assaults of the powerful enemies 
of the world of this darkness. 

When she lost her parents, and her sister and brother, 
who were all very dear to her, and in this world her sole 
support, Angela placed her trust in God, and in His divine 
protection, and exhibited in her grief no other marks of 
sorrow than those which are befitting to filial piety and 
sisterly love. The heart of God, said she, is much more 
tender and loving than that of our relations, and therein she 
sought a refuge. 

"When she had lost her sight in Palestine, and her sorrow- 
ful companions would fain have jetumed to Yenice, Angela, 
far from being disturbed, encouraged them to continue on 
their way, and the journey was accomplished as if nothing 
distressing had happened. In the midst of the tempest and 
the dangers by which they were threatened from pirates, she 
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alone was calm and feared not, and full of confidence in Ood 
Herself, inspired others in like manner. 

When death seemed at hand how joyfully did she hear the 
tidings that her last hour had come, happy in the thought 
that she was about to fly to God, the object of her fondest 
desires ! How great her regret, when deceived in her expec- 
tation, and health was miraculously restored to her. 

And success, that rock so dangerous to virtue, and on which 
so many are miserably wrecked, found this young girl as 
immoveable as trial. 

The most brilliant offers of Duke Sforza, of Milan, those of 
persons of the first rank in Venice — nay, even of the Pope 
himself, could not turn her from plans the accomplishment of 
which rested on Providence to carry out, and not on the 
power of man. 

The establishment of her Society was fraught with difficul- 
ties ; to extol the state of virginity at a time when it was 
attacked by ridicule, to establish it in the world itself when it 
was impugned in the cloister, appears on the first glance, a 
bold enterprise, but as soon as she was assured that it was the 
, will of God, no obstacle turned her from her purpose. 

" The undertaking,'' said Angela, " is arduous, but nothing 
is impossible when done for God : God wills it, then success 
is certain, — of myself I am quite incapable of carrying it 
through, but in the hands of the Most High tho weakest 
instrument is of use so that He giveth strength." 

And so it was that when the moment fixed by Heaven had 
arrived, she put her hand bravely to the work, hoping, like 
. Abraham, against all earthly hope. 

And when she had brought forth to Jesus her spiritual 
family, she earnestly inculcated in them this unwavering 
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trust in God, so necessary in face of the difficulties of a work 
still in its infancy, and of a new undertaking such as hers. 
*' Be not alarmed,'' wrote she, for the guidance of the gover- 
ning Mothers, '' if you cannot recognise in your own persons 
the qualities necessary for this employment, because He who 
has placed you there will not abandon or fail to help you, and 
He will extend His hand when you shall need support. If 
men fail to aid you with the assistance you want, put your 
confidence in God, who is the Author of this Society, and who 
will not fail to help you in your temporal and spiritual needs. 
Have a lively faith and a firm hope that He will help yon, 
and trust in God that a work inspired by Himself He will not 
abandon." 

For the direction of the Sisters she also writes — " I advise 
you, should any amongst you be timid and pusillanimous, 
console and encourage her to the best of your power, remind- 
ing her of the infinite mercy of God.** 

She possessed, too, the power of infusing sentiments of trust 
in divine Providence in persons cast down and depressed by 
adversity : of such we have proofs in her life ; and this gift 
which she had of comforting the afflicted was so well known 
that when any misfortune happened in the place in which she 
dwelt, it was from her that consolation was sought, — ^no one 
left her without dry eyes, renewed courage, and the heart 
filled with hope. 
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CflAPTEE in. 



HER ARDENT LOVE OF GOD. 



So lively a faith as that of Angela is rarely found in a soul 
without the love of God also, and faith and hope cannot 
become perfect if not united to charity, or if charity itself be 
not perfect. In their perfection these three virtues are 
inseparable. 

Paith and hope being so perfect as it was in Aaigela, her 
charity could not be less so. Her life abounds in brilliant 
proofs of her ardent love of God, and, firom her infancy 
upwards, her piety was so great that it excited the admiration 
of all who knew her. 

The first mark of a true love of God consists in the fear of 
sin, in that the soul fears, above all things, mortal am, and 
avoids venial sin as much as possible. A singular love of God, 
indeed, but that of certain religious persons consists in a 
number of pious practices, and as to the rest, they take it very 
lightly to heart, offending God daily, very many times. 

Such was not the devotion of Angela Merici. Her first 
thought, her greatest care, was to avoid all that could, in the 
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least, displease the Sovereign Good, the infinite Majesty of 
God : as far as she could, she kept herself pure from the 
slightest stain of venial sin, as all attest who knew her and 
her sentiments best, who saw her daily condnct in her daily 
life, and frequently they heard her say, and she committed 
this maxim to paper, — " How do those persons amongst the 
faithful deceive themselves who turn all their attention to 
certain prayer.-', to hearing sermons, assisting at the functions 
of the church and other like matters, but who give themselves 
no trouble about folfilling the law of Grod ; their first thought • 
ought to bo to study not to offend Him, to induce BQm to 
inspire us with such a love as He deserves and generally gives 
to those who are faithful to Him." 

This horror of ^n made her detest it, and grieve when she 
saw its presence in others, hence her zeal against the blindness 
of those who knew not God, or who, knowing Him, loved Him 
not and offended Him, her greatest desire being that all 
mankind should know and reverence Him as He deserves. 

Angela desired to belong entirely to God, and please Him 
only ; and God, by the particular dispositions of His provi- 
dence, led her to a complete detachment from all things 
earthl}-, in order that she should love but Him alone. 

^'othing is more natural or lawful than the love which we 
bear to our parents, and to those who are united to us by the 
ties of blood, but it is no less true that our earthly attach- 
ments arc often an obstacle to that perfect and exalted love 
which our Sovereign Lord and Master expects from us. And 
HO God, in order to withdraw this obstacle from the heart of 
His servant, deprived her in a short time of all she Ipved, so 
that, free from all earthly ties, she might be able to unite 
herself entirely to Him, the only object of her love, and well 
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did she understand and correspond with the grace of God in 
her behalf. Never again did creatures have a share in her 
heart, to her Creator alone did she consecrate it. 

When God is truly loved, prayer is ever to be found, for 
prayer is the furnace in which divine love is inflamed and 
purified, for in that mutual interchange of sentiments and 
love, which prayer inspires between God and the faithful soul, 
the latter becomes, daily, more penetrated with the thought 
of His infinite goodness and greatness, of its own misery and 
nothingness, and acknowledging itself wholly unworthy of the 
grace which God vouchsafes to impart, it becomes more 
absorbed in love for its generous benefactor, endeavours, 
daily, to render itself more pleasing in His sight, and to unite 
itself more closely to Him. We have already observed how 
diligently Angela made use of this means to inflame her love 
of God : her ordinarj- occupation day and night, whenever 
she had liberty, was prayer, — at home, at church, on a 
journey, — aye, even her work was prayer, for whilst she 
worked she raised her heart and thoughts to God. 

Rather than be guilty of repetition we will hero subjoin a 
pious form of prayer which she composed for her daily use, 
and which she afterwards copied in the Rules of her Society, 
so that her daughters might recite it frequently. Heroin wo 
see her profound humilitj-, and .the zeal and charity with 
which she was filled, and which are only to be found in a 
soul wholly divested of self, penetrated with the thought of 
God, and united to Him by the purest love : 

" 3kty God, do Thou enlighten the darkness of my heart, 
and give me grace to die rather than ever offend Thy divine 
Majesty. Place a guard around my affections and my 
thoughts, 80 that they may never turn aside from Thee and 
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Thy ways, and banish me not firom Thy presence, in which 
afflicted hearts find snch consolation. My Grod, I am filled 
with grief on seeing that I cannot look into the innermost 
secrets of my heart, without being ashamed to raise my eyes 
to hearen, believing myself worthy to be cast into hell ; and 
when I see within myself so many faults, deformities, 
nnworthiness, and sin, 1 feel myself drawn by day and night, 
in my going forth, or at home, at work, or communing with 
my thoughts to pray with all my strength, and to beg of 
Thee, my God, mercy and time to do penanoe. Vouchsafe 
then, Lord, I beseech Thee, to forgive me the offences and 
sins into which I have fallen, and I beseech Thee also to 
pardon the sins of my parents, relations, and friends, and 
those of the whole world : and I beg of Thee by Thy holy 
Passion, by Thy precious blood shed for love of us, by Thy 
holy name of Jesus, that this adorable name may be 
blessed in heaven and on earth, and by the heavenly 
choirs of angels and archangels. 

" I regret, Lord, that I have begun so late to serve Thy 
divine Majesty. Miserable that I am, I have not shed a drop 
of my blood for Thy love. I have not been submissive to Thy 
divine commandments. I have even found adversity hard 
because I have so little love for Thee. 

" My adorable Master, my heart is pierced with sorrow for 
those poor souls who, as if they were bHnd, know Thee not, 
and think not of the share they had in Thy Passion. I wish 
that I could shed my blood for them if it would dispel the 
blindness of these, Thy poor creatures. I beseech Thee, O 
Lord, my only life and hope, to take my heart, unworthy and 
vile as it is, consume all its passions and ^^P^^*^^ affections 
in the ardent ' furnace of Thy divine love ; and, above all, I 
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beg of Thee, my God, to accept the offering I make Thee of 
my own will which, of itself, wandering from Thee by sin, 
knoweth not how to discern good from evil. Aoeefpt, I 
beseech Thee, Lord, all my thoughts, words, and actions, 
together with my whole being ; and placing all at the feet of 
Thy divine Majesty, I beg Thee to accept them, unworthy as 
I am of such a favour. Amen.*' 

If such were the sentiments of Angela in her daily prayer, 
what must they have been when she adored her God in the 
Blessed Sacrament, or received him in her heart in the BToly 
Communion ? It happened to her more than once at home, 
and often at church, that she fell into an ecstacy, hearing and 
seeing nothing of those who surrounded her, attentive only to 
the voice of her divine Spouse, recollected and happy in her 
contemplation of Him ; and God, in order to glorify Himself 
in His servant, vouchsafed to manifest to others these 
ecstacies, in which she was in the church raised and suspended 
awhile in the air, proving that the fire of charity spiritualised 
even her corporeal being, insomuch that she passed whole 
weeks without other nourishment than the holy Eucharist, 
her body miraculously participating in the strength which her 
spirit drew from this heavenly bread. It is not to be wondered 
.at then that dhe received it as often as possible, and made long 
visits to the Blessed Sacrament, — ^it was the principal attrac- 
tion of a heart inflamed with love. 

When, notwithstanding the holiness of her life, she could 
not obtain permission for frequent communion, she nourished 
her ardent desires by frequent spiritual communion, which, 
at a later date, was earnestly recommended to the faithful by 
the Council of Trent. During Mass she disposed herself by 
the same acts of faith, humility, and love, which she would 
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have nsed for Sacramental Commimion, at the moment of the 
priests' communion, acknowledging, by another act of hmni- 
lit}% that it was just, on accoimt of her unworthiness, that it 
was forbidden her to receive the Lord, beseeching Him, at 
least, to visit her by His grace; and the fervour of her 
dispositions was such that she received what she asked in such 
abundance that her whole heart was inundated therewith as 
if she had commimicated really ; and thus she communicated 
spiritually, not only on the days that she could not approach 
the holy table, but even on those whereon she enjoyed that 
happiness, — communicating in spirit at every Mass she heard; 
thus instructed by her own experience, she constantly advised 
its use to her spiritual daughters in her Eecollections. 

The doctor of divine love, S. Prancis de Sales, says that 
Mount Calvary is the " mountain of lovers," and that " the 
mystical bees find their honey in the wounds of that lion of 
Juda who was struck, bruised, and slain on Calvarj\" Nothing 
is more true. When the Beloved appears to the Christian 
soul, with a smiling countenance, and His hands filled with 
roses, it is easy to correspond to His love ; but when He 
exhibits Himself pale and defeated, and shows only wounds, 
thorns, and stripes, it is requisite that the soul be well 
established in His love that it quail not at the sight, but 
strive to keep close companionship with Jesus in His sorrows. 
Such was the love which filled the heart of Angela, and the 
subject she always preferred for her meditations was the 
sorrowful Passion of our Saviour. It was in order to honor 
it, and engrave it more deeply in her heart, that she took the 
weary journey to Palestine, and twice that of YaraUo. And 
because love naturally produced the desire of resembling the 
object loved, in order to imitate her crucified Lord, she was so 
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severe with herself that the description of her austerities 
makes one shudder, as we shall see when we speak of them 
later. 

Angela was persuaded that we do not love God if wo know 
not how to bear His Cross, and that nothing would help her so 
well to bear it as to see it on the shoulders of our Lord ; 
thus, when she chose her first companions she led them to tho 
sacred mount of Yarallo, and there, after having called their 
attention to tho representations of the Passion of Jesus, she 
said to them — " Behold what the Spouse of your souls has 
suffered for you ! — behold the merits He has acquired for you 
wherewith to celebrate with you His spiritual nuptials ; 
behold the dowry he requires for this heavenly marriage, — 
the mortification of the fiesh, contempt of earthly things, 
the abandonment of all disorderly inclinations." Thus it was 
that she animated them with so lively a charity that they de- 
clared themselves ready to endeavour to become worthy spouses 
of their crucified Lord. Angola afterwards collected thcso 
reflections, at different times, in the Eules of her Listitute, 
in her Testament, and her EecoUections, and they made the 
common topic of her conversation, so that it was evident they 
proceeded from the overflowing of her heart, and that they 
formed the rule of her whole life. In all vexatious and trying 
occasions, — in difficulties and sorrows, — she was not only calm 
and rested, but rejoiced, as says tho Apostle, in becoming 
thereby a member conformed to a head crowned with thorns, 
and a worthy spouse of her Beloved. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



HER CHARITY TO HER NEIGHBOUR. 



"Where there is a true love of God, it is accompanied with 
love of our neighbour : these virtues increase and develope 
themselves in equal measure. 

Thus it was with Angela. In her neighbour she beheld 
Jesus, in strict accordance with the Gospel precept, and never 
failed to be usefol to Him whene v eroccasion offered,and in 
spite of her love of the contemplative life, whenever she could 
render anyone a service, — comfort th'e afflicted, subdue ran- 
corous feelings, or give timely advice, she made no difficulty, 
in at once leaving the exercise of prayer, in which she found 
such delight. To this, Anthony des Eomains bears witness 
during the years she dwelt at Brescia, adding, that the 
number of those who visited her became very great, for no 
misfortune happened, or any important affair in the city or its 
environs that they did not have recourse to the consolation or 
wisdom of the Saint, who passed great part of the night in 
prayer, in order to give herself up in the day to the needs of 
her neighbour, and, according to the testimony of contempora- 
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ries, many families owed the re-establishment of domestic 
peace to the unceasing care of Angela : she frequently brought 
to a happy termination rariances amongst persons of every 
condition, and, by her wonderful skill in the work of recon- 
ciliation, put an end to many enmities amongst persons of 
rank. The most remarkable of these facts, which astonished 
all Brescia, on account of the efforts vainly made by zealous 
ecclesiastics, the magistrate of the city, and the Duke d* 
Urbino, was the reconciliation of the two principal noblemen 
of Brescia, Philip Sala and John Prancis Martinengo. Scarcely 
had their wives addressed themselves to Angela than she, after 
a fervent prayer, softened the hearts of these nobles by a few 
words to such a degree that they were reconciled, and met in 
perfect friendship ; it appears evident that God rewarded her 
zeal in a supemauural manner. 

This blessing on her efforts frequently shewed itself in 
numerous conversions effected by her means. Augustin Gallo, 
whom she knew intimately, spoke of her in the following 
terms : — 

<* During the whole of her long life she rendered herself 
usefiil to every one, especially to those numerous visitors who 
sought her daily for advice as to their change of life. The 
way in which she was supematurally enlightened was well 
known, and persons of all conditions, even the most distin- 
gnishedy amongst others the Duke of !Milan, ecclesiastics, and 
religions^ of much authority and wisdom, disdained not to 
have reoonrse to her for advice. Wherever she dwelt, her 
house became a school of Christian living and evangelical 
perfefltion, which produced, by the testimony of historians, 
many conversions, espedally at Salo, Brescia, and Cremona.'' 

We may here mention a conversion effected throiig}i the 
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zoal of the Saiut, wMch made, at the time, a great noise. 
Stephen Bertazzuolo, a young man of a distinguished family 
at Salo, had gone to the University, in Padua, in order to 
study the law. It happened to him, as it unfortunately does 
to many young men, that instead of following his studies, he 
allowed himself to be led astray by his companions, and began 
to lead a dissipated life. During the vacation he returned to 
his native city, at the same time as Angela came back to 
Brescia. Ho soon drew upon himself the attention of his 
feUow-citizons by the novelty and. extravagant nature of his 
costume, but above all by his conduct; and hearing that 
Angela was in the town, and that everyone W£ts visiting her, 
this .young man also had the same desire, either through 
respect or curiosity, or in order to amuse himself : there is 
no knowing by which feeling he was swayed. But the matter 
turned out other than he expected ; no sooner had Angela 
beheld the young coxcomb than she understood his spiritual 
necessities ; she spoke with such charity and earnestness that 
obtained great influence over him, so that she soon overcame 
him, and the veil fell from the eyes of the young libertine : 
he regretted his follies, and returned to Padua a completely 
altered character. He applied himself to the canon law and 
other ecclesiastical sciences, was ordained priest, and became 
a most worthy minister of the church, and filled with fervour 
by his conferences with the holy founder of the congregation 
of Somasques, S. Jerome Emilian, he returned to his own 
country, and by his example and zeal a general reform of 
morals ensued. He died, full of good works, at the age of 
ninety years. 

Three causes may be assigned for the efficacy of Angela's 
zeal. The first was the high opinion that was entertained of 
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her sanctity, for she was seen to practise constantly the 
virtues she recommended to others ; so thought I^azari, who 
writes as follows : — " This venerable mother gave, throughout 
her whole life, such a beautiful example that she introduced 
into our fair city of Brescia a general tendency to a virtuous 
way of life, consisting in the fear and love of God." The 
second cause may be attributed to the gentleness of her zeal, 
welcoming, in an equally affable spirit, the most importunate 
and disagreeable people, never harshly rebuking even the 
greatest sinners, but, on the contrary, with the utmost 
charity, compassionating, according to the example of her 
divine Master, the misery of men, placing before their eyes 
the enormity of sin, urging them to detest it and to hope for 
pardon, putting in practice the maxim which the bishop of 
Geneva so well expressed by this familiar comparison*: " more 
flies may be taken with a little honey than with a hundred 
barrels of vin^ar." Finally, the third cause of her success 
was her constant use of prayer, her words and her example 
would not have touched the heart if God had not disposed 
it by th^ inward movements of his grace, and if He had not 
come to help her in the accomplishment of the great work of 
copversion. Angela ceased not to pray for this for all, 
especially for those who had recourse to her, and to render her 
prayers of more avail she added extraordinary penances ; to 
secure the salvation of her neighbours she would willingly 
have given up her life, and she was ofben heard to exclaim : 
" Ah, why cannot I shed my bldod for poor sinners I " K'ever- 
theless, God was pleased to give a terrible example of his 
justice towards a man who had shown himself very unworthy 
of His mercy. 

There lived at Sale an unhappy sinner, engaged in a 
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criminal and Bcandaloos intrigae, contrary to the holineflft w 
his state. Neither the exemplary life of his brethren, nor tiie 
fervent exhortations of the most zealous, nor the reproaches 
or threats of his superiors could make him renounce it. It so 
happened that Angela went, about this time, to spend a few 
days at Sale, and everyone hoped that the moment of bo 
desirable a conversion was at hand. 

Angela induced liim to call upon her, and softened his 
hardened heart so much that the unfortunate man was soon 
bathed in tears, but on his return home he lacked the courage 
to break from the object of his passion. Nevertheless, the 
next day he presented himself before Angela, who reproached 
him for not having immediately withdrawn himself from the 
occasion of sin, and he was moved again to tears. To be 
brief, whilst she remained in the city, when in her presence 
he resolved to break his chains ; away from her he grew hard 
and persevered in sin, and he died in impenitence shortly 
after. 

A terrible example ; which on one side shews us the power 
of Angela in drawing tears from this -hardened heart, and on 
the other the danger to which the sinner exposes T^imRfllf who 
delays his conversion and refuses to respond to the last grace 
which God offers him. 

K the spiritual good of her neighbour was the first object 
of Angela's solicitude, she neglected not his corporal needs ; 
but whilst doing her best to relieve the latter she still kept 
the former in view. " Observe, my dear Mottiers,'* said she in 
the counsels which she left to the governesses of her Society, 
" that we draw near to God, our true and only end by the way 
of alms deeds, which is most pleasing to His divine Majesty. 
Ey this means, we frequently withdraw our neighbour from 
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vice, or lead him bade to virfeuoas habits ; and at the least we 
procure him a great spiritual advantage, since persons whom 
we have thus obliged, or so to speak redeemed, afterwards 
endeavour to foMl their duty ; for benefits and almsdeeds 
induce those on whom they are bestowed to do good and they 
feel, as it were, obliged to persevere in a virtuous way of life/' 

With intentions as pure as these Acgela gave herseK up to 
works of corporal charity, allowing no occasion of practising 
them to pass her by. 

Poor, by reason of her state of life, she was poorer still by 
reason of her virtue, relieving the indigent with that which 
the charity of others gave to her each day for the supply of 
her own necessities never reserving anything for the morsow. 
Called on to attend the sick, she went to them promptly and 
delighted in seeking them out. When she discovered them 
in hospitals, or frequently in infected districts, she devoted 
herself entirely to their service, passing days and nights in 
assisting them, nursing and performing for them the most 
repulsive duties, so that no mother could show more love and 
solicitude for her sick child. More especially she loved to 
comfort desolate widows, to procure shelter for poor homeless 
families, to reconcile those who were at variance, and to 
obtain pardon or alleviation of punishment for criminals. To 
sum all up in one word, her immense charity made her the 
mother, guide, refuge, and comfort of all, but especially of her 
religious daughters. She recommended the daughters of her 
Society to the Governing Mothers in the following terms : 
«Be gentle and compassionate with your daughters, and 
endeavour to show them that your actions are only dictated 
by love for God and the salvation of their souls when you 
give them advice, when you exhort them, or seek to help them 
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to do good or avoid evil, I assure you that you will sncceed 
far better by kindness and gentleness than by sharp and h&id 
rebuke." 

She then advised them as to providing for their temporal 
iioceflsities, and observes in her Bules : " Though yon ought 
to have a special care of their sonls, it is no less a duty of 
charity to extend this care to the body, particularly when a 
sister is in distress, in consequence of illness, lest these wants 
should become a source of danger to the sonL** And in her 
llecollections she says : " You should watch over them care- 
fully, 80 that you may understand thoroughly the situation of 
your daughters, and their temporal and spiritual necessities, 
that you may do the best in your power for them.** 

And we will yet transcribe, as a proof of the charity with 
which her heart was filled, the last words which she 
l)oqueathod to her Society : " The last advice I give you, and 
which I shall repeat to^ my latest breath, is that you may Hve 
in inviolable concord and perfect union, having but one heart 
and one will. Be united with one another by the bonds of 
charity, with reciprocal esteem, helping and supporting one 
another in Jesus Christ, and if you strive to live thus, without 
doubt the Lord will be in the midst of you. You wiU have 
with you the Blessed Virgin, the Apostles and Saints, the 
Angels, and in fine. Heaven and Earth, since Qtod has 
ordained from all eternity that those who, for His honor and 
for good will, live in perfect concord shall enjoy prosperity 
and succeed in all things, having with them God Himself and 
all His creatures ; be assured, then, that it is of much impor- 
tance to preserve peace and union. Consequently, desire it, 
seek it, embrace it with all your strength, and I tell you that, 
being thus united in heart and soul, you shall be like a rock. 
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like an imassanable tower, in afflictions, in persecutions, and 
the snares of the Evil One, and you may rest assured that all 

the graces you beg of God shall be infallibly granted ' 

Golden words are these for the whole world ! Would to 
God they were looked upon as a charter in Christian families, 
especially in religious houses ! Then we should inevitably see 
solid piety flourish together with that sweet peace which is a 
foretaste of Paradise to those who enjoy it. 
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CHAPTER V. 



ANGELA OBSERVES THE EVANGELICAL COUNSELS. 



We have observed that Angela embraced the Bole and wore 
the habit of the Third Order of S. Francis, but she had not 
made the religious profession which imposes the obligation to 
observe not only the precepts, but even the evangelical 
counsels. She belonged only to the third class* of Pranciscan 
tertiaries, who lived in the world at the free disposal of 
themselves. She was not obliged, under this head, to the 
observance of the Counsels of virginity, and with the excep- 
tion of virginity, Angela was never bound, not even by a 
simple vow; nevertheless, she practised them all with the 
exactitude of a religious who had made her solemn profession. 
We may here observe that, according to the doctrine of 
S. Thomas, and other theologians, an opinion confirmed 
besides by Pope Benedict XIV., in his work on the Ganonisor- 
tion of Saints :t " Whosoever is not bound by the vows of 
religion it is not necessary that they have observed the 

* There are two other classes of tertiaries. Those of the first class 
embrace the cloistered life ; those of the second live in community. 

t Book iii., chapter 22. 
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evangelical counsels, in order to rank them amongst the 
Saints, but it suffices that they distinguish themselves in the 
observance of the precepts, common to all Christians, by 
keeping them in the most perfect manner." 

" The heroic virtue," says the Sovereign Pontiff, borrowing 
the words of Suarez, " does not essentially differ from ordinary 
virtue, because both the one and the other exercise themselves 
on the same object, under the same form, or for the same 
motive ; the perfection that makes the virtue heroic consists 
only in this, that it has little or none of the contrary vice 
mingled with it, and that it produces fervent and perfect acts 
of virtue; it is evident, therefore, that this perfection is 
accidental, and in no ways essential." 

This remark was necessary in this place in order to make 
us understand the virtue of Angela in its full extent, for if 
she had been admirable by the perfect observance of the 
evangelical counsels as a religious bound by vows, she became 
much more so by their observance, as it was entirely free and 
spontaneous during her whole life, and resulted from the 
desire of rendering herseK more pleasing to her divine Master. 

Amongst the evangelical counsels obedience stands first, 
because, according to the great teacher of Christian morality, 
Saint Gregory the Great, it is the mother and guardian of all 
the other virtues. 

Obedience was the virtue which Angela had most at heart* 
Although freed by the loss of her parents from filial obedience, 
and when about twenty years of age entirely left to herself by 
the death of her uncle, she never allowed herself to follow her 
own will. She chose for her guides her confessors, and the 
Superiors of the Third Order, when she bad become a member 
of it, taking no steps without their approval and consent, 
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Bubmitting to them not only in spiritual matters, but in all 
tbe actions of her life, laying her plans before them, and 
taking no steps without consulting them. Her changes of 
habitation and her pilgrimages were accomplished conformably 
to the rules of obedience, even in the most holy things, her 
penances and reception of the Sacrament, she assured herself 
of the consent of her superiors. Purthermore, when it con- 
cerned the foundation of her Society, which God had com- 
manded in clear and repeated visions, not considering herselT 
exempt from iUusion, she never commenced her undertakings 
until her confessor had commanded her to put her hand to 
the work. 

Her Societ}' being established, the dignity of first Superior 
and Governess General was conferred upon her, but she 
preferred to obey rather than to govern. 

When she saw that every voice concurred in raising her to 
this post she exerted every effort to turn her sisters from the 
choice they had made, and did not take any direction on 
herself till obliged by obedience. In the exercise of her duties 
there was such an utter absence of anything imperious or 
arbitrary in her manner that she frequently Mked advice of 
her inferiors, rather requesting than commanding when she 
desired to obtain anything, as if she had not been the mother 
and superior, but the last in the house, and it was in this 
spirit of humility that she committed her Rules to writing. 
In her rule she insisted particularly on obedience : "We again 
exhort each of you," said she, "to observe holy obedience, 
the entire abnegation of self-will, since obedience founded on 
charity is like a burning light tq man, and renders all his 
works good and pleasing." 

It appears almost superfluous to speak of her angelic chas- 
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tity, after having witnessed the resolution she took firom the 
most tender age to give her heart to God alone. The unani- 
mous testimony of her biographers shew us that she took only 
the vow of virginity, the only vow she ever made, and that 
alone she advised her spiritual daughters to make. TTe do 
not know at what time it was made, but it is probable that it 
was at a very tender age, or when she strove to destroy those 
natural charms which might please the eyes of man, in order 
that she might live for God alone. Some authors think that 
she made this vow when she entered the Third Order, or that 
she then renewed it. Such purity did she exhibit in her con- 
duct that it was said that Providence had willed the name of 
Angel or Angela should be given to her, as it was well suited 
to her angelic demeanour, for that she was a woman without 
the corruptions of the flesh, or else an angel in the flesh, and 
this purity was so .much the more beautiful inasmuch as 
Angela lived in the world, devoted to the service of her neigh- 
bour, brought in contact with all sorts of persons, and at 
times exposed to the dangers caused by long distant journeys. 
It was perchance through the love of our Saint for this 
state of angelic purity that God gave her the mission to 
establish a society of virgins, at a time when virginitj^as 
most exposed to attacks from the world. Some hundreds of 
thousands, perhaps more than a million of virgins have 
adorned the Church under the banner of St. Angela, some in 
the cloisters, others living in simple community, others again 
scattered about in their own particular homes, conformably to 
the primitive state of the institution, but all animated with the 
spirit of their holy mother, seeking to infuse into the youth of 
their own sex the love of virginity, or at least of Christian 
chastity, and we may well consider the wondrous increase of 
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her Society as the reward of Angela's love for a virtue bo 
pleasing to God. 

And with respect to evangelical poverty, it cannot be ob- 
served more perfectly than it was by Angela. 

Though she did not spring from an opulent family, she 
nevertheless possessed some worldly goods, but as soon as she 
resolved to lead a perfect life, she renounced all she possessed, 
and it was for this motive that she selected the Third Order, 
choosing that of St. Francis, which is distinguished among 
all others by its spirit of povert}'. When she had quitted her 
paternal roof and was far distant from her relations, she 
dwelt only in the houses of others, in which charity made her 
welcome, or even when she hired a small habitation as she 
did at Brescia, until a lodging was given to her near S. Afrae. 

And to gather an idea of what the latter was, it will suffice 
to remember that the first reunion of the society was held in 
the kitchen, which was the largest and least inconvenient 
room in the house, and which probably was not solely appro- 
priated to the exclusive use of Angela. The chamber she 
used was extremely small and narrow, and the sole articles of 
furniture were a crucifix, an old chair, and a little straw 
wriRh served as a bed. 

Her habit was of coarse wool, as to food she contented her- 
self with very little, and that little she received daily in the 
form of alms. True it is that she might have lived bounti • 
fully by this means, for out of love much was abundantly 
offered to her, but she accepted only what was requisite, never 
laying anything aside, and if anything remained at the end of 
the day, she immediately distributed it to the poor. 

True and perfect evangelical poverty consists not only in 
depriving oneself of the goods and conveniencies of the world. 
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but more especially in an entire spirit of detachment from all 
the things of this world, and a complete abandonment to 
Providence. It was this poverty of spirit that Angela kept 
in view, her entire life was a proof of it, and also the advice 
on this point which she left to her daughters, although she 
did not oblige them to make the vow of poverty : " We ex- 
hort you," writes she in her Rules, " to embrace holy poverty, 
not only that which takes from us all temporal goods, but 
especially that true poverty of spirit by which we disengage 
our hearts from all afiEection to created things, and also from 
self, placing it in God, our chief and only good, and looking 
on ourselves as having nothing and being truly nothing. . . . 
Let each of you strive to despoil herself of all things, and 
place your love and your delight not in relations, not in self, 
nor in any possession or science whatever, but in God alone, 
and in His sweet and ineffable Providence.'' 

To such an extent as we have described, were the counsels 
given by our Lord dear to her heart. 
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CHAPTEE VI. 



HER GREAT HUMILITY. THE. AUSTERITY OF HER 

PENANCE. 



It may, perhaps, aiford matter for astonishment that Angela 
could arrive at such a height of perfection whilst out of a 
cloister, within which so many obstacles are removed, and so 
many aids afforded to those who strive to become perfect. 

She, however, practised in an eminent degree two virtues 
which abundantly supplied for the want of the assistance she 
would have found in the religious life, namely, a great con- 
tempt and a holy hatred of self, that is to say, the two funda- 
mental virtues of moral and christian perfection, humility 
and mortification. Angela was extremely humble, not that 
humility of the reason of one who acknowledges that all that 
he professes is a gift of God ; but in the sense of the words 
of Jesus, " when you shall have done all that is commanded 
you, say tve are useless servants," 

As soon as she came to the use of reason, her life became 
rather angelic than human, she excelled in every virtue, so 
that in the general opinion she already passed for a Saint ; 
she was favoured by God with supernatural gifts, nevertheless 
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she considered herself the most criminal and wretched of 
human beings. She did not act out of that affected humility 
which springs from a refined pride, but she felt it in the very 
bottom of her soul, and these sentiments found a vent in the 
overflow of her heart to God. 

Let us recall to mind the prayer referred to in the third 
chapter of this book, which she recited many times a day, 
with the greatest compunction. 

" Ah, unhappy that I am, when I look in the innermost 
depths of my heart, I dare not raise my eyes to Heaven. I 
own myself worthy to be cast into hell ; and when I discover 
-within myself so many errors, defects, and vices, I am led, 
by day and by night, going forth or taking rest, at work or 
meditation, to raise my voice to Heaven, and beg of Thee, 
O my God, to be merciftil, and give me time to do penance." 

Could the most guilty person entertain greater horror of 
himself, and use stronger expressions on his return to God, 
after passing long years in sin ? 

The Evil One was put to flight by her sincere humility. One 
■day, after Angela had b<^n to enter on the way of perfection, 
the tempter appeared to her under the form of an angel of light, 
seeking to converse with her, but the Baint vanquished him b}' 
her humility alone, crying out immediately with her face 
pressed against the earth, ^^ Betum to hell, thou enemy of the 
-cross and persecutor of the faithful; I am but a sinful 
woman, and consequently unworthy to behold an angel oit 
Ood ;" upon which the tempter disappeared on the instant, 
and troubled her no more. 

Her spirit of mortifleation was partly the result of her 
humility and s^-abnegation, Looking upon herself as a 
great sinner, she entertained a holy hatred of fM, and antzici' 
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Lei:. f:r irireif iij? ^ lae -v-eei. sSif abetmiined £rom aU kinds 
r-i ziz^SzzL-ifi:^ 4zji ?2. ::i* ccaer days, plaring on ihe table 
•hr»f^ ±r?w ihr«e -v-iliiziiT^ Tin?e diesi3l6» or an apple, as if in 
zi'Xkerr oi b«*r ai3p?r, sii» voold say izomcallY : "Tbou 
Lisc ^T ehf?i^?* -aie oi zhi^^se three dishes that which pleases 
thtfe 'Dex, be: nx zi*?r\* titia. oa? of them.'* 

On the r^j^ci^iocLT co:i£rnwd bv oath of James Chizzola, she 
^ermurds pciseed a whole Lear without nouiishmaoLt, save on 
the SondAv?, also diiria^ the nine days that preceded Pente- 
cost, in Older by mortidcAtion better to dispose herself to 
receive the pl^iitnde of the graced of the Holy Ghost, as she 
confessed to one of the Canons of Latran, and many times in 
other feasts she passed whole weeks with no noonshment 
than that of the bread of angels as we have said, when speak- 
ing of her love of God. 

One wonld imagine that so wondexfiil an abstinence would 
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have had the effect of weakening her to such a point that she 
wonld be unable to stand, nevertheless, she was so strong and 
healthy that she was able to undertake painful domestic 
labour, to draw water, do the washing, and knead the bread, 
and on her various journeys she gave proof of great vigour 
and courage, although she in no way changed her way of life 
or partook of more generous nourishment, thus affording a 
proof that God, without doubt, accepted the heroic mortifica- 
tion of His servant. 

It will not be out of place to relate here a circumstance by 
which it would appear that God, in a miraculous way, aided 
her spirit of mortification. 

As we have already said, on the feasts of Christmas and 
l^aster Angela was accustomed somewhat to modify her 
austerities, wishing to take a part in the joys of the Church 
during the solemnities in which Christendom celebrates the 
beginning and the end of the work of Eedemption. One day, 
during the festival of Easter, the Saint went to Sale, and was 
present at table with a friend's family ; on the eve of Holy 
Saturday she had, with her own holy hands, helped to make 
some particular sort of pastry used at this season. However,, 
nothing was served up but some fat meat and the little 
dainties to which Angela had put her hand, but the dishes 
passed her without her partaking of anything. She was 
pressed by all, and solicited at least to take some of the pastry 
on a day on which the whole world rejoiced. Angela replied 
that her dinner was prepared, and that she should soon be 
served in her turn, when immediately the door opened, and a 
servant brought in a mess of grey pease and a bit of an eel, 
which were the disdained remains of the food of the previous 
evening, on which exclaimed Angela : *^ See how good is tha 
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Lord, and how great the care that He takes of His creatures !' 
and she at once ate of the dishes which were served to her. 

The mortifications she imposed on herself were not merely 
limited to her abstinence. She wore a coarse hair shirt by 
night and by day, she never approached the fire, and one shud- 
ders at the thought that when she changed her linen, she dipped 
it in cold water, putting it on wet, and allowing it to dry on 
her body, which caused not only much suffering, but also 
placed hor life in danger, had not God miraculously preserved 
it. During a long time she used no bed, and when she took 
a little rest after the fatigues of a journey and the long devo- 
tions which she made kneeling during the silent hours of the 
night, she merely used a chair, or laid herseK on the ground, 
hor head resting on a stone which served her as a pillow, at 
times making use of a bundle of sticks for that purpose, a 
plank and a mat for a mattress, was to her a delicacy. It has 
not been said that she took the discipline, perhaps her humi- 
lity made her conceal it, but surely from what we have said 
of hor mortifications, she may be classed amongst the number 
of austere penitents. 

We observed, in commencing this chapter that Angela on 
putting in practice the evangelical counsels most relied on, hu- 
mility and penance, and indeed could obedience cost much to 
one who had so great a disdain for self? Crucifying her flesh, 
as we have related, must she not have subdued it, and finding 
her delight in sufiering and penance could she feel the 
slightest pain in despoiling herself of all things, and imposing 
on herself all kinds of privations ? 

And so it was that her extreme humility and her spirit of 
mortification facilitated the perfect observance of the evangeli- 
cal counsels, and this out of the cloister and amidst the dan- 
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gers of the world. Without these two virtues perfection is 
impossible. 

Accustomed to the practice of the most rare virtues, it may 
be well conceived that Angela was perfect in the exercise of 
minor ones. For her glory and our instruction, we will dwell 
briefly on the cardinal virtues, to which every moral virtue 
refers. 

Prudence consists- in proposing to oneself in every action a 
right end, and in adopting the requisite means to • lead to it» 
From the first use of reason, Angela, despising the perish- 
able goods of this world, proposed to herself no other end than 
the possession of heavenly treasures, that is to say, God Him- 
self, the sovereign good. In order to attain her end, she 
chose the shortest road, the most efficacious means, and this 
was an entire renouncing of all possessions, every human tie^ 
and engagement with the world ; retreat, prayer, frequenting 
the sacraments, the most austere mortification ; such was the 
generous path she trod throughout her life. 

Justice consists .in rendering to God, to oneself, and one's 
neighbour that which is due to each. One word is suffi- 
cient to shew us the extent in which Angela possessed this 
perfect justice. "VTith regard to God, she was not content 
-with that which a rigorous justice exacts, but, if we may so 
speak, she was most generous, avoided all that had the least 
shade of sin, striving to do what she thought most pleasing to 
TTim ; and while fnlfilliog her duty to God, she at the same 
time satisfied her obligations to herself, because this life 
lias been given us only to lead us to God. The hatred 
which she bore to her body, we may rather term a sincere 
love of self^ according to Saint Augustin, Si male amaveris^ 
tune odisH ; « bene odisti, tunc amasti. " He who knows how 
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to hate himweJf, truly kyres himsdf ; boty on the contrary, he 
who loTce himself too much, hates himself really." As to 
her jnstiee towards her nei^ihoiir, it would be nseless to 
recur to it again, after all we have already said of her 
charity. 

m 

It wonld also be superfluous to insist npon her temperance 
and fortitude, her entire life shews ns the heroic degree in 
which she poeeessed these virtues. The first has for its 
object the subduing of the irregular desires of concupiscence, 
in continual revolt against reason siuce original sin. Forti- 
tude overo(»nes the obstacles which oppose themselveB to our 
becoming perfect masters of our passions, it leads us to 
triumph courageously over these obstacles by love of justice. 
Xow, in Angela, human feeling and evil inclinations were 
powerless against her reason and its inspirations, and when 
she undertook great things for Qod^ she never abandoned 
them, in spite of the dangers she might incur, or the disgust 
she might experience in their accomplishment. 
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CHAPTEE Vn. 



SPIRITUAL DOCTRINE OF ANGELA. 



An esLA, herself enriched with every virtue, could with safi^ 
teach ihese yirtnes to others. Thus she spoke and wrote as 
the consummate mistress of them, according to the testimony 
of those who had the happiness to know her, and it is mani- 
fest in her writings, the Rules of her Society, her Will, and 
her souvenirs. It will, perhaps, he useftd to give a fewextracts 
from them, they form a rule for a virtuous christian life, and 
-w^e will follow Lomhardi, whom we have already quoted. 

As the foundation of a good life, Angela points out in the 
preface to her Rules that there must he a sincere disposition 
of the heart to put in practice the means necessary to attain 
this end. " To commenee goes for nothing," says she, " if we 
do not persevere. Whoever is desirous of adopting the means 
can easily preserve himself in a state of grace. There is little 
or no difference hetween saying holdly, * I will not serve God,' 
and not going the proper way to serve Him. He who does 
not adopt the means necessary, does not really desire the end 
he has in view ; this is an axiom which no one ventures 
verbally to deny, but which many persons tacitly deny bv 
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their conduct. To hear them speak, one "would, think they 
were eager to renounce sin, but they do not withdraw them- 
selves from the occasions of sin, they do not approach the 
Sacraments, &c. Others assure us that they wish to atfcain 
perfection, and they keep their affections fixed on earthly 
things, they do not give themselves up to prayer, &c. 

Let such engrave in their minds this great maxim of 
sanctity. There is no difference between boldly saying, " I 
will not serve God,'* and not taking the means of persevering 
in His service. 

She then speaks of the means as follows : — 

" Firstly, to flee the occasion of sin, and to keep a guard 
over the senses. 

" When the sisters are abroad, let them keep their eyes 
lowered, and walk on quickly without looking from side to 
side, for all around them are perils to be feared, and the 
snares of the Evil One. This advice is particularly meant 
for the Sisters for whom the Eules are written, but who will 
fail to see that they will suit others also, especially women 
and young people. Moreover the Holy Spirit Himself saith 
to us, " Death enters by the windows," and this it is that 
made Job say that, in order to shun evil thoughts, he had 
made a compact with his eyes, not to look at the objects 
which might give rise to them. 

" Another means is that of retirement. It will be good 
for them not to go into the town unless there be a strict 
necessity, useless journeys are very dangerous, particularly 
for young persons. The Sainfs desire was that her daughters 
should keep retirement, even to not remaining long in Church. 
It is not well to remain there long, if any one wishes to pray 
for a long time let her withdraw to her chamber, and let her 
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pray there as mucli as the Holy Spirit and her conscience 
shall suggest ; and returning again to the same subject, she 
adds, " although it be very praiseworthy to be in Church, when 
they shall have fulfilled their duties and satisfied their devo- 
tion, in the judgment of their director, let them return home, 
for it is not well to see the Sisters much abroad, also bv 
remaining too long absent they frequently tire those at home. 
Moreover, when in Church, let their interior devotion equal 
their exterior modesty and edifying conduct." 

Excellent advice is this for those persons whoj from worldly 
motives, not from devotion, are drawn to the Church, and 
for many who, remaining longer than is requisite, neglect 
their families and their domestic duties, to the detriment of 
gpod order and peace in their households. Deplorable illu- 
sions I in all this there is often nothing but the vain appear- 
ance of true piety, and these long prayers, frequently 
accompanied by numerous voluntary distractions, have small 
merit before God. True devotion, after the exact observance 
of the precepts of God and His Church, consists in the careful 
fulfilment of the duties of our state, without which all other 
devotion is nothing but an illusion. 

From negative means passing to the positive, she places in 
the first class those indicated by the Gospel as the most effica- 
cious, — prayer and fasting. " We should observe bodily 
fasts," says she, "as a necessary thing, as a means which 
will lead to the true fast of the spirit, by which the soul is 
purified from its sins, for as gluttony was the source of all 
evil, fasting and abstinence should be the source and principle 
of all that is good, and of our spiritual advancement. Per 
this reason she practised extraordinary fasts, independently 
of those ordered by the Church, but remembering, as a 
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prudent mistress, that there can he no general rule for all, 
respecting hodily mortifications, she submits the practice of 
fasting to the judgment of superiors and directors, adding: 
" As nothing should be done without discretion we would 
prevent anyone fasting, even on the days prescribed by the 
Rules, without the advice of her spiritual father and the 
governing mothers, who will restrain these fasts when 
retiuisite.** She thus adds to exterior penance interior morti- 
fication, — submitting self-will to that of others. As to prayer, 
she thus expresses herself : " Prayer, either vocal or mental, 
should be accompanied by fasting ; according to the Scriptures, 
Praj/er is tjood with fasting. It is necessary to pray then 
witli heart and soul, ou account of the constant need we have 
of the assistance of God." 

** It is, however, good to advise vocal prayer to each, by 
which, retiring ^vithin ourselves, we dispose our hearts for 
mental prayer.'* 

" The Divine Office and the Psalms should be recited with 
attention and devotion, for we then commune with God 
Himself.*' Here we see the value she set by prayers which 
are truly such, that is to say, when the heart is really raised 
to God, of what avail are long and multiplied devotions made, 
with voluntary distractions, save to draw upon those who 
utter them the reproach our Lord made to the Jews : 

" This people Jionour ine with their lips, hut their hearts af^ 
Jar from me J' 

Mental prayer she valued the most, vocal prayer frequently 
being but the prelude to it. Everyone cannot consecrate to 
meditation the time given to it by religious persons, or others 
used to this exercise, but there is no one, whatever he may 
«ay, who cannot make it every day, aye, and many times in 
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the day, for who cannot call to mind, sometimes, at least, the 
principal doctrines of our faith, the eternal truths and the last 
end, or the mysteries of love, such as the Incarnation, the 
l^ife and Death of our Lord, and by dwelling on such thoughts 
iind himself encouraged to strive more zealously to gain 
eternal life, to repulse the deceits of the Evil One, and the 
attractions of sin, and to love a Saviour who is so lavish of 
His love for us. Without meditation faith cannot be pre- 
served, or hope and charity to the extent that is necessary to 
keep us in the right way of eternal salvation. 

But, nevertheless, whilst contending with our corrupt 

nature, the falls we encounter are, alas I but too frequent, 

and, for these, confession is the remedy, and our Saint does 

not fail to prescribe it. She recommends its frequent use, 

and indicates the means by which it may be rendered good 

and serviceable. " We exhort all," says she, " to the frequent 

use of confession as a necessary remedj' for the wounds of our 

souls. Let each present herself before the iMest as before 

God, the eternal Judge, and confess her sins with a sincere 

sorrow, and a firm resolution never again to fall into them.'* 

Frequent confession purifies our souls, never permitting sin 

long to dwell therein i it puts us on our guard against new 

falls, and, by the grace which it imparts, we, on each occasion. 

acquire an increase of strength, to enable us to resist and 

withstand the temptations of the Evil One. 

In short, the Saint regards it as a necessary means to be 
adopted for advancement in virtue, and to maintain spiritual 
joy in the heart. Let us endeavour to preserve interior peace 
and joy in our hearts and minds, and if we succeed we shall 
be full of charity, and faith, and confidence in Grod. 

This agrees with the ^octrine of S. Francis de Sales. To 
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those who are troubled by scruples, he says : " The thoughts 
which trouble and agitate us we must not scrutinise too 
closely, for they do not proceed from God, who is the Prince 
of peace. The devil, who is the author of scruples, tempts 
souls by these means in order to disgust them with the 
spiritual life ; unable to do them any other evil he at least 
inspires them with fear,. and through this fear to tremble and 
disgust them, and this disgust causes them to abandon their 
holy exercises." 

In this wise the holy bishop expresses himself in hi^ 
Litrodwtion to a Devout Life. Experience shews that he was 
right, for many scrupulous persons, in the end, become dis- 
couraged, for they make their lives a torment to them ; poor 
scrupulous souls I The commandments of God and His chnrcn 
are dear enough ; they can be easily instructed as to the 
duties of their state ; purely voluntary faults are easily dii=' 
covered which they have committed against their dutic^» 
unless they willingly blind themselves ; and as to otbc^ 
failings and imperfections, aware of our own misery b-^"^ 
frailty, they should serve to liumble us before God, but sho^^*"^ 
never inspire us with despondency. 

Again, according to the doctrine of 8. Francis de Sales, t^^*"' 
gravest sins, should we have the misfortune to fall into the^^^' 
which God forbid, ought to excite horror, but not to depr^*^^ 
us of the peace of our soul; after we have confessed the^*^' 
with the rdjuisite dispositions, we should have recourse ^^ 
God, with confidence and courage, beseeching Him to preseJ^'^^^ 
us from them. Hilarem datorem diligit Dem, — "God loV^^ 
that we should serve Him with joy." He does not wish to l^ 
served with chagrin and constraint, as if wo served a tyran*'' 
Does He not know the frailty of our nature, and will He »<>*' 
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compassionate it ? In the spiritual life, continues the holy 
doctor, we must act with good will, with love rather than fear 
Knowing that God is not a cruel master, and that He will be 
content with a little, aware we have not much to give. It is 
sufficient to resolve not to offend Him with full deliberation 
and our eyes open, and to keep ourselves on our guard against 
the occasions of offending Him ; and if, in spite of so doing, 
we sometimes fall. He is quick to pardon when we fly to Him 
with sorrow, and He loves us none the less notwithstanding 
our past faults. 
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CHAPTEE Vni. 



SUPERNATURAL GIFTS GRANTED TO ANGELA. 



A 80FL SO pure and innocent and rich in virtue as was that of 
Angela could not fail to receive supernatural gifts from the 
Author and Dispenser of all blessings, who never suffers 
Himself to be surpassed in generosity. 

It is true that sanctity does not consist in supernatural 
gifts ; the greatest saint may be deprived of them without any 
prejudice of her heroism, and, perhaps, even receive them 
without being in a state of grace. I^evertheless, it is an 
ordinary disposition of Providence to favor with these graces 
souls who signalise themselves in the exercise of the most 
sublime virtues in order to render their sanctity more striking. 
Thus it is that God fulfils, even in this life, His promise : 
" Whoever glorifies me, I will glorify him." 

As to Saint Angela, it was in great measure owing to the 
supernatural graces by which she was visited that we may 
attribute the extraordinary esteem by which she was regarded 
by persons of all ranks and conditions, although she came not 
of high extraction, and voluntarily neglected her outward 
appearance. 
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Amongst these gifts the holy Church couDt:> the gift of 
tongues, prophecy, miracles, and visiou>. We will enumerate 
those of the holy servant of God. 

She had a maryelloiis gift of the science of divine things. 
Wie had never studied them : she had not even learned to 
read or write, so that when committinjr her thonirhts to 
paper she had to have recourse to the hand of another: 
nevertheless, she read oorrectlv the sacred writini^s and books 
of devotion, although in latin, as aLso several volumes of the 
Fathers and the Hoh- Scriptures. On various occasions she 
shewed so much admirable discernment in the>c matters that 
professors, doctors, and various celebrated preachers, did not 
scruple to have recourse to her opinion for the interpretation 
of d iffi cult points, and on this subject- we quote as follows : 
the testimony of XazarL, extracted from the Process of 
Canonization, he says : *' Never having learned even the 
alphabet, nor studied latin, nor anv other fcience, the not 
only read spiritual books of all kind"-, but she posse-sed such 
^owledge of the Holy Scriptures ; and her reputation in thi?* 
'cspect stood so high, that frequently di*tingui«hed religioas 
persons had recourse to her, eFpeciall}' preachers, great theolo- 
gians, and masters in holy thing«, <x»nHilting her by conver- 
sation or bv letter on the sense of manv of the mo*t obMnire 
And difficult passages in the Psalms, Prophedes, Apocalypse, 
and the Old and Xew Tc^stament, and to obtain from her the 
solution of their doubts. Again, we read of her that K>m€^' 
times conrersing during whole howrh upon abstru'^' and hi^ 
matters with learned p»er^ns, she euchant^.-d and a.«toni*bed 
them by the depth and cleame^^ of her doctrine. 

God vouchsafed abo to exalt the under !^1 an din^ of IIi« 
servant, even to the light of prophecy. She ofWn ksid >jefore 
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her eyes things distant and future, and, penetrated by aid of 
the light she possessed, into the most hidden folds of the 
hearts of othern. To give an idea of this we will quote a 
paragraph from the Process of Canonization ; the following 
words are used : 

'* Jesus vouchsafed, by other means, to manifest to the world 
the beauty of this pure soul, making her give utterance 
without herFclf being aware of it, — ^words which proved that 
she obtained by her prayers the spirit of prophecy. One day 
her nephew came to visit her at Brescia ; as soon b& he 
knocked at the door she said to her companion, ' Open it; it 
is my nephew.' The same thing happened to a young canon 
of 8. Nazaire, whoso father was related to the Saint. He 
came one day to pay her a call, and the moment that he 
knocked at the door the companion of Angela went to the 
window to see who it was ; the latter said to her, * Open the 
door ; it is my relation, the son of Angelo.' The canon 
himself heard her as. he stood near the door, and, certain that 
she could not have seen him, was persuaded that she only 
knew of his arrival by revelation. He was yet more con- 
vinced of it when he conversed with Angela, for the latter, 
exhorting him to lead a good life, related to him the history 
of his life, from his infancy, as clearly and precisely as if she 
had never lost sight of him ; and he became firmly convinced 
that she had received from God the gilt of prophecy." 

The gilt of an extraordinary prudence was the consequence 
of the supernatural gift of knowledge and prophecy : looking 
at things by the clearness of celestial light, penetrating the 
secrets of hearts, foreseeing the future, she was always 
enabled to bestow most wise and useful counsel. Wo have 
already spoken of her charity for her neighbour, helping him 
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by her wise advice. Her historians relate that she was con- 
sulted in a special manner on the choice of a state of life, and 
that those who followed her advice were always happy in the 
profession they embraced. Her writings also present a proof 
of her supernatural prudence, by the rules of life which she 
prescribed for aU who desired to serve God and work out 
their own salvation. 

Her contemporaries tell us that she had the gift of miracles, 
but they content themselves with speaking in general, and are 
vcrj^ brief as to detail; they relate nothing in particular 
beyond that which she obtained for her fellow travellers 
during her pilgrimage to Palestine. These historians also say 
that she had a great power over devils, but without deter- 
mining anything certain, she promptly baffled in all that 
concerned herself the snares of the infernal Spirit ; thus God 
might well vouchsafe to grant to this favored soul power over 
the Evil One for the good of her neighbour. We have related 
many visions with which God favored her, and we may rest 
assured that if we do not know of more it was because her 
humility would not allow her to divulge them ; she contented 
herself with making known, for her confusion, that in which 
Jesus Himself had appeared to her, to reproach her with 
hesitation in founding her Society ; and if svlcTi graces were 
bestowed on her at the age of twenty years it is more than 
probable that they were granted to her later when her virtue 
was more perfect, and her union with God more entire ; and 
may we not well believe that in her long and frequent 
ecstacies Heaven itself did not more than once manifest itself 
to her in a supernatural manner. 



BOOK FOUR. 



DEATH AND GLORIFICATION OF SAINT ANGELA. 



CHAPTER I. 



DJIATH OF ANGELA. 
Her last Illness — Her Preparation for Death — Her Holy Death. 



The last days of Angela drew nigh. As a lamp when about 
to expire sends forth a brighter flame, thus the Saints, whose 
lives are compared in the Scriptures to a light placed on a 
candlestick, exhibited in their last moments the most brilliant 
testimony of their virtue. When Angela saw that her end 
was at hand she applied herself with earnestness to the 
direction of her sisters, and by constantly renewed acts of 
virtue sought to increase the store of merits she had already 
acquired, whereby to gain eternal life. 
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During three years she had watched over her Society with 
the care of, a loving mother ; she had ohtained the approbation 
of her Rules by the Cardinal Archbishop, and had taken 
preliminary steps for gaining that of the Sovereign PontiflP, 
wh^, towards the end of the year 1539, or the beginning of 
the following year, she was seized with sickness. She was 
then in her sixty-fifth year, and was far more enfeebled by 
austerities than by age. 

Her malady was a slight fever, so very slight as not to 
alarm the physician; but Angela was convinced that this 
would be her last illness ; and, according to her biographers, 
she announced her own death as near at hand, even signifying 
the day and hour at which it would take place. 

Her first care was to insure the future well-being of her 
spiritual family, and to commit it into good hands, so that it 
might not become orphaned ; and calling together the twelve 
lady governors and her secretary, Gabriel Cozzano, she appoin- 
ted the widowed Countess Lucretia de Ladrone to fill her own 
place for the time being, in the discharge of the functions of 
Mother General of her Society until after her death, when she 
might either be established in the office, in accordance with 
the Rules, or another elected in her place. Then she dictated, 
or, according to some, caused to be read, in their presence, her 
will, which was addressed to all the governing mothers, 
earnestly recommending its execution, and laying down many 
wise precepts ; she strove to inspire them with a charitable 
zeal, so that they might well and prudently govern her sisters. 

At the same time she dictated her souvenirs to these 
governing mothers, and they were full of holy instructions for 
their own direction, and that of the associates confided to 
their care ; and these wise counsels show not only her super- 
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human wisdom, charity, and zeal, but her prophetic expres- 
sions fill U8 with admiration. She addressed herself as if 
already in heaven, promising her protection and assistance to 
them during their life, and above all at the hour of deatL 
" I assure you," said she, " that I shall ever be in the midst 
of you, and shall second your prayers ; go on courageously m 
the work you hirvx* begun, rejoicing meanwhile ; what I say 
is sure to come to pass ; your divine Spouse will give you 
abundant grace at the hour of death. When in great need 
wo appreciate sincere friendship, and you will then have cause 
to acknowledge me as your faithful friend.*' 

When she had thus provided for the care of her beloved 
Hock, she put aside all other thoughts, and became occupied 
only with herself, looking upon her approaching death as the 
happy moment of her heavenly nuptials, her sole care being 
to present herself before her Lord with the best possible 
dispositions, by an heroic patience and by fervent acts of the 
love of God, with frequent elevations of the heart which so 
longed to unite itself to its Sovereign and only^ Good. 

To this purity of soul, she added that of the body, and 
calling to mind the pious custom of the faithful to wash the 
bodies of the dead, and desirous through modesty that hers, 
even after death should not be seen, she had recourse to an 
expedient which we suppose has never before been devised. 
Two days before her death, as Lombardi maintains, not with- 
out foundation, against Donate, although her strength was 
exhausted, when alone, having probably sent away the person 
who nursed her, she courageously arose, and taking water she 
washed herself from head to foot ; when she had finished and 
had dressed herself one of her nephews was announced : he 
had come by chance to Brescia, and having heard a preacher 



THE LIFE OF ST. ANGFiLA. 141 

at the cathedral recommend his congregation to pray for the 
recovery of his aunt, he hastened to visit her, and rejoiced to 
find her on foot, when he had believed her dangerously ill. 

The Saint replied that the preacher had spoken truly as to 
her state, and that, in order to be fit to appear before her 
Judge, her body as well as her soul might be i)repared 
for death, she had been occupying herself in performing her 
ablutions, and thereupon she bade him farewell. 

The whole city was plunged in grief at the thought of the 
loss it was about to sustain, and those who had it in their 
power sought to profit by the few precious days during which 
God yet left on earth so perfect a model of virtue and so great 
a mistress of the spiritual life. 

Amongst other persons of distinction who desired to.seeher 
in her last moments were two Erescian gentlemen, named 
James Chizzola and Thomas Gavardi, who besought her to 
give them some salutary advice. The Saint, seated on her 

■ 

bed, replied first to Chizzola, and with wondrous eloquence 
and zeal discoursed long on the duty of a Christian, then, her 
strength failing and unable to speak much longer, she con- 
tented herself by saying to Gavardi : 

" During life, do what you would wish to have done at the 
hour of death.'' 

Her words pierced the hearts of these gentlemen, and hence- 
forth they led such edifying lives that they were considered as 
models of truly Christian men. 

But if Brescia was plunged in grief, we may imagine what 
the distress of her beloved daughters must have been. They 
did not cease to pray for' her recovery, though with small 
hope of being heard, their saintly mother having foretold her 
approaching end. Indeed,' though the fever had not increased, 
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the phj'siciaii, Gardoni, beheld her strength diminish, and 
became at last convinced that it was a mortal illness, and that 
Angela was about to die, and jdelded to the desire of the 
Saint to have the last Sacraments administered. It is almost 
needless to say that she received them with the greatest 
fervour ; her historians write that when the holy Viaticum 
was brought to her, her countenance became heavenly, that 
having received it, she became absorbed in s-entiments of love 
for Jesus, and that after having given herself up awhile to her 
fervour, she sent for the mothers and daughters of her Society, 
and made them a glowing discourse on charity, obedience, 
humility, observance of the Rules, care in keeping their 
virginity, love, and the holy fear of God, a discourse which 
drew tears from all who listened. Then, like a tender mother, 
she gave them her blessing and sent them away, telling them 
that she should see them no more on earth, but that she 
hoped to meet them all in heaven. 

When aware that the coming of her Eelovcd was at 
hand she caused herself to be vested in her habit of the 
Third Order, and arising, according to tradition, she laid 
herself prostrate on the ground on a mat. She then became 
absorbed in a profound recollection, a kind of ecstacy in 
which she appeared not to hear or see anything. Her 
eyes, clear and bright, were raised to heaven, from time 
to time her attendants heard her sigh out the sweet name 
of Jesus, until, with a wan countenance, she uttered the 
words of the dying Saviour — In inctnuA tmis, Domine, com- 
mendo spiritum. 7>i^Mm— and, with head inclined, and closed 
eves, she peacefully resigned her soul into the liands of her 
Creator. She died on Tuesday, January 27, 1540, at half- 
past two in the afternoon. 
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Father Quarre, in his Life of the Saint, as also the author of 
the " Glory of S. Ursula," and the modern writer, Lombardi, 
asks himself the question — did Angela die of a natural illness, 
or from pure love of God ? S. Francis de Sales assures us that 
such a death is possible. In his Treatise of the Love of God 
he expresses himself somewhat in this wise : — 

" The soul experiences such violent emotion in her wish for 
union with her Peloved, and is so desirous to be set free from 
this earthly coil of life, that the human frame at length be- 
comes exhausted with the conflict, and the bond broken that 
unites the two, the soul flies, like a beautiful dove, to the 
bosom of its heavenly spouse, and as the earthly spouse 
quits father and mother fco unite himself to the object of his 
love, so does this chaste spouse fly from the flesh to unite it- 
self to God." 

• In like manner, according to the holy bishops, as the 
Mother of Our Lord who was privileged by grace above all 
others, S. Mary Magdalen, S. Basil, S. Francis of Assisiuih, S. 
Teresa, and a holy pilgrim of distinction who died of love 
on Mount Olivet, whose history the holy bishop relates from a 
sermon of S. Bemardin, of Sienna, on the Mystery of the As- 
cension. The Lives of the Saints also furnish many other 
examples. 

To return to S. Angela. Jf we consider the admirable in- 
nocence of her life, " the manner in which she put aside all 
earthly affections, which might attach her heart to the world 
or to self," which S. Francis de Sales supposes to prelude the 
death of love ; finally, the nature and the progress of her last 
illness, which did not appear to betoken danger other than the 
langour produced by the fervour of her desire to be united to 
God ; shall we not be led to conclude that, according to the 
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above doctrine we may bo justified in believing that our Saint 
was of the number of the blessed who died by the force of 
divine love alone ? Allusion seems to be made to this in the 
l)eautiful title of Martyr of Love, given to Angela in the 
ancient Litanies approved by the Ordinary, which is recited 
i n her honour by the Frsulines of Monistrol, in the diocese 
of Puy. 

The precise date of her death is now ascertained, and it is 
a surprising thing that so many authors have been deceived 
on this point. There are some who supposed her living in 
1544, and oven in 1577. As to the day, opinions are still 
more at variance, some placing it on the second, fourth, 
twelfth, twentieth, and twenty-first of March ; others* on the 
twenty-first of June, first, and twenty-first of October, and the 
fifth of November ; but all these latter agreeing unanimously 
as to the year 1540. 

Whatever may be the source of these errors it is certain 
that the date we have assigned is the correct one. It is drawn 
from many documents brought to light by Faino, and after- 
wards acknowledged by Doneda, and referred to by Lombardi. 
They are as follows : — 

The first is the fragment of a journal written by PandoKe 
Nassino, a gentleman of Brescia, who assisted at her funeral. 
He says — "The Sister Angela Merici died on the 27th of 
January, 1540," &c. 

The second is the following inscription, written in the 
characters of the time, on the first page of an Office of the 
Blessed Virgin, which Angela had used : " The 27th of Janu- 
ary, at 21 hours and a half,* died the Mother, Sister Angela.*' 

* The twenty-one hours and a half of the Italians corresponds with 
our "half -past two." 
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The fourth is in the first book of th« Register of the 
Deceased Members of the Society ; it runs as follows : 

" The Mother, Sister Angela, died on the 27th of January, 
1540." 

The fifth is to be met with in the second book of tho 
General History of the Society of S. Ursula of Brescia, in 
which we read these words : 

"The reverend and blessed Sister Angela founded this 
Society in November, 1535, and died on the 27th of January, 
1540." 

Lombardi adds a sixth, extracted from an inscription which 
is behind a portrait of the Saint, regarded by connoisseurs as 
the work of an excellent painter of the time. This inscription, 
in capital letters, is as follows : 

"The portrait of the blessed Angela Merici, of Brescia, 
foundress of the Society of S. Ursula ; she died in tho year 
1540, on the 27th of January." 

K the earlier authors of the life of S. Angela had seen these 
documents they would not have fallen into tho mistakes 
alluded to, and thus have avoided giving occasion to those 
who followed them to commit them in their turn. 

It wiU be well to conclude this chapter with a description 
of the personal appearance of the Saint, such as her contem- 
poraries have transmitted to us. 

She was* small of stature, and very slender, as a person 
would be who, from infancy itself, had observed such austere 
fasts, her complexion was pale, her countenance cheerful and 
smiling, but modest, her conversation agreeable, but she was 
always so careful of what she said that even in advanced age 
it was a pleasure to converse with her, she at the same time 
inspiring others with respect and devotion, and, in short, if 

L 
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proper names preserve any signification, that of Angela oould 
not bo more befitting than it was to our Baint, since she was 
really an Angel in appearance, demeanour, and virtue. 

The little dwelling, sanctified by the last years of her life, 
and by her happy death, is held in great veneration, and every 
year the feast of the Saint is there celebrated by a great 
concourse of the faithful. 
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CHAPTER II. 



BURIAL OF S. ANGELA. 

Her solemn Interment — Disputes as to the possession of her Holy 
Remains — Striking Events that happened on the occasion — Her 
Tomb. 



Hardly had the sad news of the loss sustained by Brescia by 
the death of Angela spread through the city and its environs, 
than its inhabitants hastened to look upon and venerate for 
the last time her holy remains. 

Meanwhile preparations were made in order to conduct the 
funeral solemnities in accordance with the veneration with 
which the Saint had been regarded. On the following day, 
at nine in the morning, her body was borne to S. Afrce, her 
parish church. 

Besides a great many ecclesiastics and all her Society, then 
numbering 160 members, many noble ladies and persons of 
distinction wished to assist at the funeral ceremonies ; so that 
contemporary writers say that the interment of Angela was 
like to that of a great lady. Some of the assistants wept, 
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whilst numerous others shed tears of joy, declaring Angela 
hlossed, env}'ing the glor}* she already enjoyed in heaven, 
recalling her virtues, and begging her favor and protection, 
as to a Saint already crowned by the Church. 

In the. midst of tears, praise, and pious invocations, her 
funeral service was celebrated on the morning of the day 
alluded to. 

S. Afra) forms, as it were, two churches, having a cr}'pt 
beneath the upper edifice, this last was called the Holy Plo£^ 
or the Holy of Holies, on account of the large number of the 
bodies and relics of Saints which were there preserved. After 
the offices, the venerable body of Angela was transported to 
this subterranean church, in order to be interred. 

But thou a groat dispute arose between the Canons of the 
cathedral and those of the Congregation of Latran, to whom 
S. Afrao belonged, and this dispute delayed the interment. 

The former, considering the deceased as a Saint whose relics 
would honour their church, maintained that in quality of 
foundress, her remains should be buried in the Mother-church ; 
the latter, trusting to their parochial rights, and on having 
already possession of her body, resolved not to yield ; and it 
appeared that even the Observantins raised pretensions in 
their turn, and made application before the law tribunals, 
declaring that the Saint, having belonged to the Third Order, 
their church ought to form on this account her place of burial 
conformably to their rules. 

Angela had obtained from Home a brief, which gave her 
power to select S. Afra) as a place of interment, or any other 
place that she might choose ; she had not then a fi^ed habi- 
tation in this parish, but her devotion for the Saints whose 
ren^ains there reposed, attracted her thither, and she desired 
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to rest beside them. But, either the existence of this brief 
was then nnknown, or, that being simply a licence, the 
opposing party contended that there was not a sufficient title 
without an authentic document shewing the express will of 
the Saint, so that the dispute was prolonged over thirty 
days. 

During the whole time her body remained exposed to the 
public, as at first, Grod made a marvellous use of this circum- 
stance in order to make manifest to man the sanctity of one 
80 dear to Bim. 

From the first this dispute was to the people a new proof 
of the value of these holy remains. They flocked in crowds 
to venerate the Saint, and many graces were obtained through 
her intercession, but her contemporaries make mention of 
them only in a general way, without specifying any in par- 
ticular. During three consecutive nights, dating irom. the first 
which followed the deposition, there was perceived upon the 
roof of the church, perpendicularly over the place in which 
her body was exposed, an unusual brilliancy in the sky, having 
the form of a large star. According to some it was even visible 
during the day. As it was observed afar off a crowd of people 
thronged in great numbers to see this phenomenon, and 
venerate a Saint for the glory of whom God had allowed it to 
appear. 

Another no less extraordinary wonder happened as a new 
proof of her sanctity. During the days that her body 
remained exposed, not only was there no disagreeable smell, 
but it remained fresh, flexible, supple, as if still in life, and 
exhaled a sweet perfome which scented the air. 

This delay was happily put to profit by many pious persons 
in order to take the portrait of the Saint, a thing which they 



loO THE LIFE OP ST. ANGELA. 

had never been able to do whilst she lived. Thns it is that 
we are able to procure so many of her likenesses, of which 
we should have been deprived but for this circumstaBce. 
Amongst others, two celebrated painters of Brescia were 
employed, Monetto and Bomanini. Paino speaks as follows 
of the former :— 

" Alexander Monetto of Brescia, a celebrated painter of thi? 
time, and a pupil of Eaphael D'Urbin, whose brush so well 
imitated nature that the copy was not at variance with the 
original.'' It was so much the more easy to have the portrait 
exact as the body of the Saint remained incorrupt, rather 
r-esembling a person who slept than one that was dead. 

At the expiration of thirty days the difficulty was solved in 
favour of S. Afra). The Canons, however, were of opinion 
that it was not proper to bury this precious treasure, conse- 
quently, the Father John Prancis Saramondi, undertook to 
erect in the wall a beautiful sarcophagus, adorned with much 
taste with paintings and sculptured figures. Father Lombardi 
describes them in these terms, after a drawing made with the 
pen and inserted in the life written by Nazari : 

" The tomb appeared supported by three brackets, in the 
lower part are seen two angels kneeling, supporting in their 
hands a figure representing the soul, as if presenting it to the 
eternal Father, the representation of whom, is seen at the 
upper part. The shrine was placed in the wall adorned in 
the front with a painting of Monetto, representing the Saint 
in profile, extended as in death." 

Upon the tomb were placed many eulogistic inscriptions, 
composed by devout poets in honour of the Saint. We wiU 
quote but two in proof of the veneration and. esteem which 
she inspired. The first is by her Secretary, Gabriel Cozzano, 
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the second by Dom Valerien, canon regular of S. Afrae. The 
first is as follows : — 

Angela Virtutum yaria redimita corona. , 

Hie jacet, extremo restituenda die ; 

Spiritus aethereas penetravit fervidus aroes, 

Et summo ingeDuus astitit ille Deo. 

Ilia haec est virgo, quae morum regula viva, 

Illustrem erexit virginitate chorum. 

Brixia, crede mihi, sacrum venerare sepulchrum, 

Nil non sancta Deo proxima virgo potest. 

" Here rests Angela awaiting the last day, adorned with the 
crown of virtue. Her fervent soul has penetrated into 
heaven ; her pure spirit has presented itself to the Supreme 
God. Behold this Virgin, who was the living pattern of every 
virtue, and who founded an illustrious Society of Virgins. 
Brescia, hearken to me : venerate this holy tomb ; this holy 
Virgin is powerful before God." 
The second ran as follows : — 

Proposito martyr, virgo actibus, ore magistra, 
Sic tribus aureolis Angela dives ovas ; 
Angela nuper eras morum vitsBque magistra, 
Nunc patriae tutrix praesidiumque veni. 

" A martyr by desire, a virgin by her conduct, a doctor by 
her instructions ; behold, Angela, the triple crown which forms 
thy glory ! Not long since, Angela, thou wert the model of 
virtue and morality : be now the protectress and refuge of 
thy country." 

The holy remains rested long in the crypt, visited daily by 
a great number of persons. 

In 1571 an astonishing circumstance occurred, which much 
contributed to confirm the opinion of sanctity which everyone 
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held of the Saint. A young patrician, whose name varions 
authors have not thought fit to disclose, visited the tomb in 
the company of a priest of the family of Bossi. This young 
man,' although he saw everyone in prayer, exhibited no 
devotion, and regarded the monument with the curiosity with 
which we gaze on indifferent objects. Moved by the folly which 
is the distinctive mark of presumptuous yoimg persons who 
give themselves airs of scepticism and superiority, after 
having read the inscription in praise of the Saint, he said to 
the priest, with an air of contempt, " Ah, God knows if she 
deserved these praises ! " Hardly had he uttered these words 
than he heard the sound of two loud blows issuing from the 
shrine, which seemed to threaten to shatter it in pieces, 
though it remained intact. On hearing the noise, a canon, 
who was in the choir of the upper church, hastened to the 
crypt, in much fear, to see what had happened ; the assistants 
were still more surprised and alarmed, not knowing to what 
to attribute this strange occurrence; but the bewildered 
young man understood the cause, and; full of sorrow for his 
fault, asked pardon, on his knees, of God and the Saint, and 
from that moment he held Angela in profound veneration. 

The holy remains of Angela were preserved in this state 
until towards the year 1580. In that year the canons of 
S. AfrsB, on repairing the high altar, and wishful to restore 
the rest of the church, withdrew, with other relics, the body 
of our Saint, tind demolished the monument with the intention 
of erecting one far more beautiful and costly. 

For this end they commenced a collection amongst pious 
persons, and the Ursulines of Brescia gave for their share, as 
is clear from an authentic document, a hundred livres, a 
considerable sum for that time. With these alms the canons 
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erected, in honour of the Saint, on the north side of the 
chapel, dedicated to Saint Calocere, a white marble monnment, 
adorned with scolptore, and decorated with paintings and 
gilding. On the summit was engraved, in letters of gold laid 
upon stone, the following distich : Condimur hoc vert tumuh 
Angela ; quid ni ! Terram Urra Ugit, Spiritus astra tenet. — 
" Angela is really buried in this tomb, but earth only covers 
earfch, and her spirit is in heaven.'^ On two sides of the 
inscription are painted two angels, kneeling, with joined 
hands, their faces turned towards the tomb, as if to venerate 
the remains. 

The shrine, fixed in the wall, was found behind the 
same painting which was used in the first monument. When 
they wished to shew the Saint's body, havii^ taken away the 
painting, they withdrew from the cavity a large painted chest, 
adorned with inscriptions, and within it they discovered a 
second covering of crystal, through which the Saint could be 
seen, clothed in her habit of the Third Order, and holding 
m her right hand the staff which she used in her pilgrimages, 
cut to the length of the chest. 

In 1672 Faino inserted, he having been an eye witness, in 
the Life of the Saint, which he had caused to be printed, the 
tollowing words : 

^' The body of the servant of God, still intact and incorrupt, 
clad in an ash-coloured garment, and her hand grasping the 
staff which she used in her pilgrimages, is to be seen at 
Brescia, and everyone is astonished to find it entire." Father 
Bagata, in his work — " Wonders of the Christian World,** 
adds, that the remains still exhaled a fragrant odour. 

They remained, then, in a state of perfect preserratkni for 
one hundred and thirty-two years after her de^h, bat then 
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the reputation of her sanctity being confirmed by this marvel- 
lous incoiTuption, it pleased Grod that it should cease, and in 
a still more striking manner Ho vouchsafed to honor Hi^ 
servant, as we shall show in the next chapter. 
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CHAPTEli III. 



HER WORSHIP. 
Worehii> renrlerecl to S. Angela — Her Canonization. 



Xt is a pious duty to pay a relative honor, to thoi>e who have 
distinguished themselves by the holiness of their lives, thus, 
tbe reputation of their sanctity is increased, the faithful 
are encouraged to imitate them, and God is glorified, since 
-we only honor His saints because they have distinguished 
themselves in His service, 

NeverthclcsH, there is nothing ho good that it may not be 
abused, and thus it happens that people, sometimes, in their 
credulity, pay homage to those who are the leafet worthy to 
receive it ; but the supreme pastors, ever careful to preserve 
purity o( feith, have opposed this abm^e. Clement VIIL and 
Paul V. x>a»»€d decrees for this puriK>se, but the succe-» did 
not answer their exiiectations. Url^n VI IL, however, put 
the axe to tbe root of the evil, for, by a Tirief of 1G25, pub- 
lished throughout the whole Catholic world, he forbade anv 
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worship whatever to be rendered to any of the servants of 
God before the Apostolic See had, after mature examination, 
inscribed them in the Catalogue of the Saints, or of the 
blessed. 

By this brief it was forbidden to expose, under any 
pretence whatever, on altars, or to adorn with hales, or any 
other sign of sanctity, the image of a servant of God who had 
not been canonized or beatified by the Holy Sec, as also to 
light tapers before their images or tombs, or to suspend anj- 
votive offerings, and he decreed that their lives should not be 
printed, or any work in their praise without being examined 
and approved by the bishops, as also without the express 
declaration of the author to submit everything regarding the 
merit of virtues and alleged miracles, to the judgment of the 
Sovereign Pontiff. Finally, in order the better to ensure the 
observance of these wise provisions, he ordained, by a bfief of 
the year 1634, that henceforth no cause of beatification or 
canonization should begin until it was made clear by regular 
proceedings, and the sentence of the Ordinary that the above 
decrees had been carried out, — that is to say, that no worship 
had been rendered to those whose canonization was proposed, 
or, that it had been suspended since the promulgation of these 
decrees. He excepted, however, from this law those to whom 
this worship was paid, either by the unanimous consent of 
the church by an indult of the Sovereign Pontiff, or by 
authority of the Sacred Congregation of Ilites, or in virtue of 
the eulogiums which the fathers or other saints of the church 
had paid them, or, finally, by a century having passed 
without opposition of the Holy See, or the ordinaries of the 
dioceses. For such, he did not pronounce the suspension of 
their worship, but, on the contrary, he permitted, that their 



THE LIFE OF ST. ANGELA.. 157 

solemn caDonization should be £reely proceeded with, after the 
e^aminatioii prescribed by the same brief. 

The above explanatioDs have been necessary to understand 
clearly what we are about to say. 

Our Saint had been dead a ceritur\' before these laws were 
promulgated, and no obstacle had presented itself against 
rendering her a lawful worship. Hardly, indeed, had she 
expired ere she wa< Tcnerated as a saint. We have described 
the costliness of the monument erected in her honor, and that 
it bore inscriptions fit only to be applied to a saint, whilst the 
crowd of pious persons who knelt around the tomb of Angela, 
unploring her intercession, also established a worship conform- 
able to that paid to saints. To these we may add miiny other 
circunistances, and authentic documents inform tis that there 
was a great number of votive offerings suspended at her tomb 
when the decrees of Urban VIII. were put in force, and every 
time that the relics of the crypt were shown to the public, or 
to anj' pious person, the body of S. Angela was exhibited as 
one of the most precious of them. 

The town of Desenzano, the birthplace of the illustrious 
heroine, was tlie fir^t to distinguish itself by a more signal 
worship, S. Angela being chosen almost immediately after 
her death for advocate and protectress of the city, and in 
1597 she was reprebented in a paintii^, placed in the princi- 
pal church beside other holy patrons. 

In 1608, the devotion to the Saint having increased, on 
account of the graces bestowed by her intercession, the cit\- 
council passed a resolution that a chapel should b cerected 
in the principal church, the care of which should be confided 
to a sacristan and a chaplain, chosen for the pnrpose, ther also 
voting the funds necessary for the daOy cekhratio^ of Mass. 
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Moreover, very long betbre, as certain documents prove, 
nlthough the exact year is not known, in that portion of the 
t-orritory in which the land belonging to the Merici was 
situated, a small church was built in her honor for the use of 
the public, which exists until this day, in Avhich many priests 
celebrate Mass, and officiate with pomp on great solemnities. 

Following the example of Desenzano, other cities, as also 
tlie Ursulines who were scattered over many parts of the 
'world, believed it permissible to pay to their Mother this 
si)ecies of worship ; and by a great number of attestations 
sent to the Congregations of Rites we see that the Saint's 
portraits were exposed on private and public altars, not only 
in Italy, but also in Germany and France, indeed throughout 
all Europe, also in Asia and America, especially in Canada 
and Brazil. 

From the same source we learn that solemn leasts were 
celebrated in her honor, sometimes with an octave, and with 
fasting and communion, according as the Rules prescribe for 
her vigil and feast; that processions were made "with her 
image, and pilgrimages to her tomb, and, finally, that her 
portrait was painted, or engraved, with a halo round it, and 
the title of Blessed, These wore distributed over the world, 
and exposed in the public schools for young girls, taught by 
the Ursulines, with lighted tapers before them : and a yet 
more special kind of Avorship was for a long time practised by 
some Ursulines of France, it was the proper office of the 
Saint, written according to the Rules of the divine office. 

We pass over in silence hymns which were vrritten and sung' 
ill her honor. 

The Ursulines of Trevisio have been accustomed, from the 
earliest time, to invoke the name of Angela, as many other 
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x^giouB invoke that of their founders after those of God and 
the Blessed Virgin, in the public and general confession of 
their faults. 

In this worship there was nothing but what was reasonable 
and lawful ; it waa propagated in no irregular manner : 
intrinsically, it rested on the resplendent sanctity of her of 
whom it was the object, and, on the other hand, by the 
highest authority who gave it their support. Learned and 
virtuous men wrote her life, honouring her with the title of 
Blessed, Lombardi enumerates twenty-five of them; and 
about fifby authors of other works of piety give to Angela the 
same title with the greatest culogiums, as well as many 
authors of other excellent works, published anonymously. 
Moreover, in many old editions of the Mules of the Ursiihnes, 
or in the preface relating to their establishment, they give to 
the foundress the title of Blessed, which constitutes another 
proof of the legitimacy of the worship acknowledged in the 
decree of Pope Urban, — that is to say, the approbation of 
bishops who must certainly have examined and given permis- 
sion for these works to be printed and published. These then 
may in some way be considered as so many episcopal approvals 
of the honorable title given to Angela in so many different 
dioceses during a long and unbroken lapse of time, and the 
same may be said with regard to the altars, churches, festivals, 
offices, and processions, made in her honor. The approval and 
express sanction of the Ordinary was necessary in order to 
establish them. Again, the approval and the indults of many 
Sovereign Pontiffs concur to render her worship lawful. 
Some of them reach up to the year 1586, in which may be 
cited a brief of Sixtus V., but there are some existing more 
clear and incontestable, on which we may rely. 
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Gregory XV., by a bull of February 9th, 1621, confirmed 
tho Rules of the Ursulines of Tulle, already approved by the 
l)i8hop, and ordered them to be fully carried out ; and there 
we find prescribed, amongst other things, " to have a particu- 
lar devotion to Saint Augustin, Saint Ursula, and the blessed 
Angela." Thus, this Sovereign Pontiff approved and recom- 
mended devotion to our Saint. 

"When, in 1617, the Cardinal de Sourdis, Archbishop of 
Bourdeaux, resolved to cloister the Ursulines whom he had 
established ; he made additions to the Kules of the foundress of * 
tho Society, and, amongst others, added that of a fast of 
obligation on the vigil, and a communion also of obligation on 
the feast of S. Angela ; two acts of devotion proper to the 
feasts of saints ; thus amended then, and, wishful to submit 
these Rules for the Apostolic approbation, he dispatched them 
to the Sovereign Pontiff, and Paul V., after having had them 
examined by a congregation of cardinals, examined them 

• 

himself, and, by a bull of February 5th, 1618, he not only 
entirely approved them, but ordered them to be carefuUy 
observed, thus approving and ordaining two solemn acts of 
worship prescribed by these Rules in honor of the foundress. 

Afterwards, Clement IX., by his brief of October 12th, 
1667, confirmed and prescribed the observance of the said 
Rules in all the Ursuline communities established in Upper 
and Lower Germany. 

In 1688 the venerable Innocent IX., after a mature examin- 
ation of the same Rules, ordered Cardinal Carpagna, his vicar, 
to found at Rome a Monastery of Ursulines, enjoining them • 
the exact observance of these Rules, which were translated 
into Italian, and printed in Rome, extending the communion 
on the feast of the foundress, which had obliged only the 
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choir nuns and the lay sisters. Finally, Benedict XIV., that 
Pontiff so learned in all that regarded devotion to the Saints, 
and author of the celebrated work on Canonization , &c., in 
1753, desired to see and examine again the Rules printed for 
the Ursulines of Eome ; and by his brief of the 22nd of May, of 
the same year, he fully confirmed them, and extended them to 
the Ursnline Monasteries of Brazil, added to which a miniature 
representing the holy foundress, painted by an Ursuline of 
Borne, and the express title of Blessed, having been offered as 
a present to the same Pontiff^ his Holiness, after having 
examined it, praised it, and without in any way disputing the 
title, accepted the present. 

Here then are at least five Sovereign Pontiffs who have 
approved of the worship offered to the Saint, but the most 
remarkable thing i's, that the same Urban YIII. who, by his 
fixed decree, had so rigorously forbidden the worship of Saints 
not yet canonized, by his bull of 23rd August, 1633, that is to 
say, after his decrees, approved and ordered the entire observ- 
ance of the written Rules for the Ursulines of Foligny, in 
which it was prescribed that the vigil of the blessed mother 
Angela was to be observed as a fast, thus himself fully 
approving this worship and title of Blessed ; and equally 
approving by another bull of the year 1638, the Rules of the 
Ursulines of Sangues, identical with that of their Sisters at 
Tulle, of which we have already spoken as approved by 
Gregory XV. 

To the approbation of the latter Pope, let us yet add that of 

.one of his ministers, which has its value on account of the 

circumstances in which it was given. In 1626, that is to say, 

a year after the promulgation of the decrees quoted, there was 

engraved at Liege a picture of S. Angela with the title of 
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BUssedy dedicated to Monsignor Peter Caraffa, Nuncio of 
Urban YIII. at Cologne, and the same Nnnoio who had pro- 
mulgated these decrees, and insisted on their execution, not 
only accepted, but permitted the dedication and the sale of 
these pictures. Nevertheless, the most express and solemn 
approval of the devotion to our Saint was that of which the 
the whole city of Rome was a witness in 1718. 

Exactly a century since, on that year, the Institute of the 
Ursulines cloistered by Cardinal de Sourdis had been approved 
by the bull of the Sovereign Pontiff. The Ursulines of Eome 
desired t-o ' celebrate this event by a solemn octave in thdr 
church, but in reality this octave was a solemn feast in 
honor of the blessed Angela, their first foundress. One 
picture representing her was at the high altar, and several 
medallions, relating to various episodes of her life, were hung 
in the church. Moreover, six of these portraits, placed behind 
three arches raised in the neighbouring streets, bore inscrip- 
tions in which the title of Blessed was given to her, and with 
this title narratives and poems were printed and distributed 
to the nobility and the prelates and cardinals who came to 
take part in the festival and venerate the Saint, listening to 
the panegyrics which were preached daily, and gaining the 
Indulgences granted by the Sovereign Pontiff to those present, 
and which later on he extended throughout the world where- 
ever there were Ursulines to celebrate her feast. On the 
Octave day, the Holy Father, Clement XI., went publicly to 
the church with a great throng of Cardrnab and Prelates. 
Having prayed before the altar on which was the image of 
the holy foundress, he examined minutely the decorations, 
read the inscriptions, and looked over the narratives and 
poems presented to him. 
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He then went into the monastery, and congratulated the 
religions, approving of^ and praising the motive of^ and estah- 
lishment of the feast. Now, it mnst be observed that as a 
proved fact is nsnaUy held as mnch more worthy of repute 
*than mere verbal testimony, we have in this ratification not 
merely of words, but fEUsts, a very conclusive approval of the 
Supreme Pontiff whose authority is so much the greater in 
this matter, inasmuch as a classical author, Benedict XIV., 
in the first book of his work on Canonization, praises 
dement XL as most learned and skilful in this matfcer, espe- 
-dally relating to the worship of saints, so that he ingenuously 
avows, that being then promoter of the faith, he never left 
Clement XT. after he had had an audience without having 
learned much respecting his employment. The worship ren- 
dered to our saint being thus rendered Intimate nnder its 
Tarious aspects, there was no obstacle, even in accordance 
with the strict letter of Urban YIIL's Brief^ why the solemn 
•canonization should not be proceeded with. Already, in 
1560, only twenty years after her death, the magistrate of 
Brescia having this end in view, commenced proceedings, and 
in 1568, John Baptist Nazari, notary, made with the authority 
of Monsignor BoUani, bishop of that city, the judicial exami- 
nation of four witnesses, Anthony des Remains, Bertolini des 
Bosooli, a citizen of Brescia; James Chizzola and Austin 
Oallo, patricians, of fhe same dty. He received in proper 
form their d^K>sitions, in order to be used in the cause, and 
<x>nmiitted to writing the life of the saint according to their 
testimony. In 1572 the magistrate endeavoured to indnee 
the great Archlnshop of Idan, Saint Charles, to p r o c ee d with 
the cause before the Supreme Pontiff Gr^oiy XUL, tiie 
archpriest and ardideaeon of the CathednJ, also raiewiiig 
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their entreaties for tlie same object. When the holy cardinal 
came to Brescia, in 1581, in quality of Visitor Apostolic, 
several authors assert that he voluntarily chained himself 
with the task ; but as such proceedings exact long examina- 
tions, and the holy archbishop died three years later, every- 
thing was suspended. 

We find no evidence of any fresh step being taken till 1674, 
when in that year the Ursulines of Dijon sent an agent to 
Rome with funds in order to treat of this affair before the 
Holy See ; and we see, by some memorial manuscripts, that 
in 1682, 1692, and finally, in 1744, the Nuns of the same 
monastery again renewed their entreaty at Eome for the like 
purpose, but their efforts were fruitless, either by the inex- 
perience or carelessness of those who were charged with con- 
ducting so important an affair. 

Success in so just an undertaking was reserved for the 
Ursulines of Rome, and it was due especially to the ability of 
the reverend Mother Mary Louise of St. Joseph, selected as 
Postulator* of the cause in the name of her monastery and of 
the Order of the Ursulines spread all over the world; she began 
by earnestly begging the Supreme Pontiff, Clement XUI., 
petitioned him to allow her to introduce the cause; the 
writings were approved in 1761, and she obtained from His 
Holiness, after the votes of the sacred congregation of Bites,t 

* PostvlatoTSf persons appointed by the parties who are anxious to 
obtain the beatification or canonization. — Translator's Note, 

t The Congregation consists of a Cardinal Prefect, and a body of 
Cardinals who undertake the office of reporters (ponentes) of the cause 
to the Congregation, a prothonotary, secretary, the promoter and ^uh- 
promoter of the faith, consultors, auditors of the rota, advocates, 
physicians, surgeons, an archivist, and interpreters of the processes, if 
they happen to be written in a foreign idiom. — Translator's Note. 
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a favonrable decree on the 13ih August, 1763. Then haying 
put forward, through the mediam of powerful patrons of the 
cause, all the reasons we have set forth, but above all the 
tenor of the apostolic indults, the lawfulness of the worship 
rendered until then to St. Angela, this worship was solemnly 
approved by the Pontifical decree of April 30, 1768, and the 
title of Blessed was confirmed. 

The Ursulines of Borne then celebrated, with great pomp 
a solemn Triduum in her honour, panegyrics were pronounced 
by celebrated preachers ; the solemnities were prolonged, but 
with less pomp, during five more days which completed the 
octave from the ninth to the sixteenth of July of that year ; 
and at the request of the indefatigable Mother Mary Louise, 
sanction was given for the Office, the Mass, and an Indulgence, 
for the anniversary of the feast, not only in the churches 
of the Ursulines of Borne, but at Brescia and all over the 
world. 

Devotion towards the blessed Angela spread itself every- 
where, and the Ursulines of Brescia were all desirous to 
signalise themselves in their position as eldest daughters of so 
great a mother, in procuring for her venerable remains all 
possible honour. In 1774, they caused to be made a mudi 
more costly shrine of wood and crystal, adorned with gilt 
carvings, the interior lined with a rich stufL 

Having obtained permission to remove the holy remains, 
they withdrew them from the old monument, the head was 
found to be still covered with sldn, the hair unimpaired, as 
well as the right eye with its black pupil, the eyelids were 
opened, bat a little shrivelled ; the flesh of the right leg was 
whole, all the rest of the body being redneed to a skdeton ; 
on one of the fillers was a leaden ring, <m whidi was 
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graved the words, Jesus Christtis. They then covered iihe- 
remains with new silken garments, cut like the old ones, and 
of the same colour, that is to say, in the form of the habit of 
the Third Order, and placed in a new shrine, it was again, 
put in the old monument. Two years later, these predouB 
remains were placed in a drier spot in the upper church, and 
in order to proceed legally permission was first requested 
from the Holy See, which was granted by a rescript of the first 
July, 1776. At the same time a niche in white marble, adorned 
with gilt bronze, was prepared over the altar of S. Latin,, 
immediately under the portrait of the Saint, and another 
shrine, richly decorated, both in the interior and exterior^ 
was made to fit into the niche ; all being thus disposed and 
arranged on the 4th of April, 1777, the Bishop, John Nani^ 
accompanied by the clergy, some of the gentry, and the 
Ursulines, went to the old monument, the shrine was taken 
ft'om it and borne in procession by the assistant priests to the 
great church, where it was deposited on a richly ornamented 
slab for a time, a few days being granted to three Ursulines,. 
chosen by the bishop, in order to cleanse the garments and 
clothe the remains anew ; an eminent professor of anatomy 
assisting them to reunite the disjointed bones^ in presence 
of requisite witnesses, in order to prove the identity of 
the relics. When all T7as ready, on the 12th of the same- 
month, the worthy prelate went again to the church, richly 
adorned, and after a solemn procession, in which some of the- 
priests bore the shrine, they placed the latter above the altar,, 
in the place designed for it, a splendid festival terminating 
the ceremony. The holy remains still repose in the same 
place, and never ceases to be the object of the veneration of 
a concourse of faithfal souls. 
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In the meantime the vigilant Mother Mary Louise, whose 
zeal we have alluded to, did not lose sight of the chief object 
of her efforts. According to the established custom in causes 
wherein veneration is concerned, she proposed to the Con- 
gregation of Bites the examination of the virtues of the 
blessed Angela, and the result was a decree of the 16th July, 
1777, in which Pius VI. acknowledged that Angela had 
practised the theological and Cardinal virtues in the heroical 
degree. After this, nothing remained to bo done in order to 
reach the desired end, but that the miracles reported to have 
been performed through the intercession of the servant of 
God should be examined, many were cited, but were found 
wanting when subjected to the rigorous examination of the 
Congregation of Eites in the irrefragable proofs it requires. 

It pleased God, however, to raise His servant to the 
supreme honors of the church, for three miracles were 
wrought by her intercession in the short space of three years. 
The bishops of Brescia and Yerona drew up, in virtue of their 
authority, the process, and sent it to the Sacred Congregation 
st Rome. It was submitted, according to custom, to the 
examination of three distinct congregations, and, owing to 
the convincing proofs presented by the advocates and the 
canonists, the truth of these miracles was acknowledged by a 
solemn decree of the 27th of January, 1790. The Holy 
Father vouchsafing to publish it in the same Monastery of 
the Ursulines of Rome, after having offered up the holy 
sacrifice in their church in order to honor the Saint on the 
anniversary of her blessed death. 

At the same time, in order to conform to the law made by 
Benedict XIV. in causes of veneration from time immemorial, 
in which there cannot be direct and detailed proofs of virtues 
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elicited from eye-witnesses, examined with all the minnte 
forms required at the present time, it would have heen 
necessary to prove that four miracles had taken place, and a 
clause to this effect was inserted in the decree containing the 
approval of her virtues. The advocates, however, by a judg- 
ment which set aside the observations of the Promoter of the 
faith* obtained the following result in a special congregation 
of cardinals and prelates assembled by His Holiness for that 
purpose, namely, that the proofs brought forward had not 
been established by oral testimony and contemporary writers, 
as is generally the case in causes of veneration, but by four 
eye-witnesses, examined on oath, and juridically interrogated 
by a public notary, appointed by the Ordinary, and that these 
witnesses, who were above suspicion, had rendered a very 
concise testimony as to her virtues, although it was not made 
with the precise rules since laid down. Thus, the Sacred 
Congregation, in the opinion of the Promoter of the faith 
himself, considered they might justly dispense with the proof 
of a fourth miracle without thereby infringing a law so 
wisely established, and the opinion of the Congregation 
having been referred to His Holiness, it granted, at the 
request of the Postulator, the desired dispensation by a decree 
of the 21st of April, 1790. 

Then, after all the preliminary steps required by the Holy 
See, and it being made evident that there was no obstacle to the 

* At every stage the Promoter of the faith must be consulted, and it 
is his duty to bring forward every objection that he thinks fit against 
the proofs of the virtues and miracles of the servant of God ; and for 
this purpose he must be furnished with all the depositions and informa- 
tions taken in the cause. Ui» arguments are stated in writing, and the 
advocates employed in the cause prepare their reply. — Trans, note from 
Card. Wi8eman*8 Ceremonial of Canonization. 
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solemn rite of canonization, Pius VI. decreed, on the 18th of 
August following, that the canonization so ardently desired 
by the city of Eome and by the Ursuliues throughout the 
world, might safely be proceeded with. 

The Prench revolution, however, which, with all its 
horrors, had then broke out, having disturbed the peace of 
the church, Pius VI. could not himself canonise the Servant 
of God ; that honor was reserved for his successor, Pius VII., 
and on the 24th of May, 1807, he celebrated the canonisation 
of S. Angela at Eome, and of four others who had received 
the title of Beati (blessed), namely — Caraccioli, Benedict of 
Saint Philadelphes, Colette Biolet, and Hyacinth Marisiotti. 
His HoKness pronouncing, on this solemn occasion, a touching 
homily, returning thanks to God for offering to the imitation 
of christians new models of sanctity after the terrible storms 
which, during so many years, had swept over the church. 

Thus the most exalted honors which a simple mortal could 
receive were decreed to this humble Virgin who, in the school 
of her divine Master, had so wisely learned to love retirement 
from the world, the practice of good works, silence, and the 
hidden life. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



MIRACLES WORKED BY THE INTERCESSION OF 

S. ANGELA 

The three Miracles examined and approved by the Sacred Congrega- 
tion of Rites — Five Miracles at Brescia. 



We have more than once, in the course of this Life, referred 
to the wondrous graces obtained by the intercession of Saint 
Angela after her death, but we have not spoken at length of 
any of them ; we are now about to refer to some which may 
increase our confidence in her intercession. 

Let us, however, bear in mind that even as sanctity does not 
consist in miracles, but in virtue, thus devotion to the Saints 
does not limit itself to admiring that which is wonderful, but 
in endeavouring to imitate virtue. 

We will begin with the three miracles approved by the 
Sacred Congregation of Rites. As to other miraculous curea 
which we shall relate afterwards, although they are supported 
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by testimonies worthy of belief, we still declare, in order to- 
conform to the decrees of Urban YIIT., that they rest only on 
private authority, and that we do not wish to put them forth 
in any other way. 

First Miracle, — Angela Flippini, wife of Pierre Ravelli, a 

respectable inhabitant and public notary of Brescia, suffered 

during many years from a great weakness in her limbs, 

accompanied by muscular pain and livid spots, sometimes in 

one part of the body sometimes in another, her teeth black, 

gums swelled, and frequently covered with blood, respiration 

difficult, a painful want of rest, convulsions and frequent 

fever ; but in the sixty-seventh year of her age, her illness 

became much more serious, independently of her previous 

infirmities, which continued to be on the increase, small 

tumours began to appear on her arms, and on the region of 

the stomach, attended by severe pain. On the 2nd October, 

1776, there came on the legs two tumours, much more painful 

than the others, which soon degenerated into ulcers. Those 

on the lefb leg in a while disappeared, but those on the right 

considerably increased in malignity and in size, its largest 

opening being near the ankle bone. All round there were 

other smaller ulcers, sometimes red, at times pale ; a white 

discharge came £rom these wounds, and if stopped, the spasms 

of the sick woman increased. 

The doctor, Charles Tebaldi, after attentively studying the 
case, attributed the cause to a virulent scurvy : he gave up all 
local remedies which irritated the wounds, and contented 
himself with applying leaves of soothing herbs in order to 
favor the flow of the discharge. An experienced surgeon 
approved this treatment, and during five months used no other 
remedy, until the happy moment of which we are about to 
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speak. Meanwhile the wound grew worse, the opening 
became enlarged, there was no longer hope of cure, and the 
death of the sick woman was supposed to be at hand. 

About this time the devotion to S. Angela was awakened 
at Brescia, on the occasion of the translation of her body, and 
of the solemn Triduum with which wo have seen it was cele- 
brated, as related in the previous chapter. A friend of the 
sick woman then suggested to her to have recourse to the 
intercession of the saint, since she had nothing to hope for 
from the assistance of medical skill. The unfortunate woman 
at once took the advice of her friend, and on the 10th of 
April, that is to say, two days before the translation of the 
body, she prayed with fervour and confidence for the cure of 
her terrible malady. 

The wound grew more irritable, and the pain increased 
rather than diminished, and yet the confidence of the sick 
woman grew greater. On the 13th day of the month, which 
was the last day of the solemn Triduum, she went, not with- 
out intense pain, to the neighbouring church, in order to make 
her confession and communicate in honor of the saint, so as to 
render herself better disposed to have her prayers granted ; 
however, the wound and the swelling still continued to 
increase — the spasms became sharper. Meanwhile, on the 
morning of the loth, the last day of the Triduum, she showed 
a great desire to go to the church of S, Afrse, where the feast 
was celebrated. No one had the courage to oppose her 
request. She went thither with much pain, supported between 
her husband and a servant, and at once repaired to the tomb 
of her powerful advocate, and full of faith and courage she 
placed herself on her knees in order to hear Mass. Having 
assisted at the first without inconvenience, she heard a second. 
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and finally, a third, still petitioning and hoping for her cure. 
The three masses ended, she arose without difficulty; she 
felt neither tumour nor pain in the afflicted limb, and returned 
home speedily in order to see what had become of the wound. 
She took off the compress ; the leaves applied the previous 
evening fell off; the gap made by the ulcer was filled up ; the 
leg is made whole, only the extreme surface of the scar is not 
yet level with the rest, and to this she applies an image of the 
saint, beseeching her after having done so much to obtain for 
her an entire cure. A short time after her cure became com- 
plete. We cannot describe the surprise, joy, and devotion 
with which this miraculous cure inspired not only herself but 
her family and the whole city of Brescia. 

Second Miracle. — A young person in a convent, who served 
the large hospital of Brescia, by name Marie d'Acquafredda, 
at the age of seventeen, was struck by apoplexy on the 20th 
of February, 1779. She fell down insensible, the right side 
was paralysed from the arm to the leg, and her teeth were 
set so dose that it was with difficulty a few drops of liquid 
could be introduced between them. The physician ordered 
her to be bled, and prescribed the remedies usual under the 
like circumstances. 

After these powerful remedies had been resorted to during 
eight days, she recovered a little from her profound lethargy, 
made signs to those around her, being still unable to speak, 
and appeared to be only partly conscious. All sense* of feeling 
had vanished from the part that had been attacked. She felt 
neither cold nor heat. Every care was extended during the 
three consecutive months of March, April, and May, but all 
in vain ; and the two doctors and the surgeon advised the 
administration of the last sacraments. She made her con- 
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fession by signs, and received the holy .Yiaticam by means of 
m piece of wood being placed in her mouth in order to keep it 
open. 

On the last day of the month of May the annual feast of S. 
Angela was celebrated, and the sick girl made those around 
her understand by signs that she wished to implore her inter- 
cession. Her companion, Marie Faustin, encouraged her, and 
strove to inspire her with a hope of a cure, saying, that she 
would send in her name oil for the lamps which burned before 
the saint's tomb. The invalid at once adopted the idea and 
urged its execution; and Faustine, when sending her oil, 
asked for a little of that which burned before the tomb for 
the sufferer, and exhorting Marie to redouble her faith and her 
prayers, she with a pen anointed the tongue, arm, and the 
paralysed leg. It was not necessary to do more ; at the first 
contact with this pious unction the mouth and the tongue 

were loosed ; feeling, strength, and motion returned to the 

« 

afflicted parts, and in the twinkling of an eye the sick girl 
moved and spoke ; then arising, she walked about her cham* 
ber, exclaiming, " / am aired ! " 

Her astonished companion could scarce credit the evidence 
of her own senses, but ran through the house exclaiming with 
joy — a miracle. The Superior and her companions hastened 
to the spot, and satisfied by their own eyes by the change 
they beheld that a miracle had been wrought, they were 
overwhelmed with surprise and joy ; the sister who had been 
cured herself repeated the same anointing towards evening out 
of devotion. She supped with the community, and on the 
morrow returned to her ordinary duties with her companions, 
going to and fro at her usual work as if she had not been ill, 
appearing in perfect health, such as she had not been in before 
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her apoplexy. She then repaired to the shrine of her libe- 
rator, in order to return thanks publicly. 

TTie Third Miracle, following the order in which they were 
examined by the Congregation of Bites, is as follows. It was 
a double miracle worked at Verona in 1778 : — 

Mary Angele Comini, a religious, professed in the monastery 
of St. John Evangelist of Beverara, at the age of twenty- 
four years began to suffer violent pain in the breast, accom- 
panied by pain in the left side and a difficulty of breathing, 
which prevented her from sleeping or lying on her side. 

On the morning of the 13th October, 1777, she found her- 
self attacked by new and more dangerous symptoms, for 
desirous to rise from her bed, she perceived that her left leg 
was powerless ; the physician was sent for and bled her twice 
in a short time, but instead of experiencing relief she quite 
lost the use of her arm and hand, the head grew heavy with 
pain, her tongue stammered, difficulty of breathing increased, 
also the pain on the breast followed by a stroke of apoplexy, 
and a palsy or paralysis seized the whole of the left side, which 
remained without feeling or motion. The illness became 
<5omplicated from the commencement by a violent fever, which 
at times left her, but which lasted nine months, sometimes 
becoming acute and inflammatory. Erom the nature of the 
fever the flow of a purulent discharge added to pain in the 
chest, produced frequent faintings and constant oppression of 
the chest, which led the doctors to believe that there was an 
imposthume forming on the lungs which produced this fever 
and its symptoms. She was thirty-five times bled during her 
illness ; they could give her few remedies on account of the 
contraction of the throat which allowed of her swallowing 
only with great difficulty, so that her nourishment consisted 
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only of a littde broth, the resnlt of which was extreme weak- 
ness, so that the doctors marvelled how life could be sustained. 
Her ordinary physician testified in these terms in the process : 
" In the end, apoplexy was not the most dangerous part of 
her illness, that on the chest was even more serious, and it had 
brought her to the verge of the grave; internal remedies and 
bleeding were suspended during the four days which preceded 
her cure, because she could swallow nothing, also on account 
of her extreme weakness." During the greatest access of the 
fever she had more than once received the holy Viaticum, and 
Extreme Unction was then administered, her death being 
momentarily expected. 

Such was the state of Mary Ang^le on the 13th of July, 
1778, just nine months after she had been seized with apo- 
plexy, when it came into the mind of Sister Teresa Gamba to 
beg the invalid to seek her cure from the Intercession of the 
Saint, with this view she brought in a relic of S. Angela, 
which she placed in the sick chamber between lighted candles. 
The invalid immediately began a ISTovena in the Saint's honor, 
and on that first day she experienced great relief. The day 
following she was still better; on the third, which was the 15th 
of the month, she besought the intercession of the Saint for 
an entire cure in twenty-four hours, so that the miracle might 
appear more evident for her greater glory and that of God, 
the first and only Author of all good. 

Having prayed thus about an hour after ndd-day, she 
awaited the success of her prayer with entire resignation. 
Admirable to relate, it would seem as if the Saint herself had 
consented to the delay fixed by the faith of the sick person, 
the following day, towards noon, her cure became complete ; 
the pain of the chest and head, fever, weakness, difiieulty of 
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speaking and swallowing, all had disappeared. Her strength 
had refcnm^d, she arose, dressed herself, mored about, and 
walked with perfect ease. She went to visit without any 
support one of her companions, and the doctors, when they 
yisited her, oonld peroeive no trace of her double malady of 
hemiplegie and imposthnmes on the lung and palsy in one side. 
Surprised at a core so sudden, they had no difficulty in recog- 
nising a double miracle, and gave their testimony to it under 
oath. 

Such are the three only miracles of which process had been 
made by commission and authority of the Holy See, and which 
had been submitted to the rigorous examination of the Congre- 
gation of Bites, and approved of by it. It is not, however, 
only these three that may be believed, there are many others 
resting upon reliable authority that have been wrought by the 
intercession of S. Angela. "We will relate several narrated by 
eye-witnesses worthy of belief, which took plaacc at Brescia, 
her dear city of Brescia, in which she passed the greatest part 
of her life, and where she left her mortal remains, that city 
alone, besides the two authentic miracles quoted above, 
furnishes many others out of which we select the five 
following : — 

Francis Taberi, at the age of fifteen years, January, 1758, 
had become entirely deaf, so that he could not hear the sound 
of the largest bell, and what was still worse, ho suffered 
great pain in the interior of the ears, which often occasioned 
him a terrible convulsive agony. The doctors who attended 
him declared that his cure would bo very difficult. Faustin 
Ballini, a friend, induced him by signs to address himself to 
S. Angela, and had him conducted by a priest, his nephew, to 
her tomb, in tho subterranean Church of 8. Afroe. The youth 
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prayed there with the priest dnring half an hour, after which 
a gentle murmnr struck upon his ears, and he was delivered 
on the instant from deafness and pain. Indeed, ascending to 
the church ahove, in order to assist at a Mass of Thanks- 
giving for his cure, he heard clearly all that the officiating 
priest recited aloud, and from that moment he suffered no 
more pain. 

Eather Erancis, of Desenzano, a Capuchin, declared that the 
same year an Ursuline of Brescia had fallen into the most 
deplorable state, suffering under a very dangerous illness, it 
became still more painful because it was of a. nature which 
she could not bear to mention. She had recourse to her holy 
Mother by prayer, and was instantly cured. 

The year following, 1759, Signori Dominica, a^ed thirty- 
five, found herself reduced to the last extremity. She had 
received the last Sacraments, when the cure of S. Afirse, her 
parish priest, suggested to her to invoke the help of S. Angela. 
The sick woman did so with all possible fervou. A few 
hours later, being wide awake, and perfectly conscious, she 
beheld at the foot of her bed the Saint herself, with her 
pilgrim's staff in her hand, her countenance gracious and 
smiliDg. At this sight the young woman's confidence in- 
creased, and she experienced from that moment a sensible 
relief. She continued to pray for an entire cure, and at the 
end of a few days, being half awake, it seemed to her that 
she beheld the body of the Saint, as she had looked at it for- 
merly in her tomb, all dazzling with glory. She then re- 
newed her prayers for a cure ; the vision disappeared, and 
along with it the illness of the patient, a malady concerning 
which the doctors did not agree, with one it was an aneuerism, 
a schirrus with others, or an internal malady, according to a 
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third. Being wholly cured, Dominica then went to S. Afrse 
to return thanks, and at the same time discharge her paschal 
duty. 

A child of three years old, named Joseph Bennati, had 
fallen seriously ill in November, 1776, of a continued fever, 
•attended by convulsions, it lasted, with more or less severity, 
until the 20th of March, in the following year. Then a 
wound appeared on the left foot, and another on the toe of 
the right foot. These wounds were neglected, and on the 
19th of April the surgeon was applied to. It was then found 
that the wound on the left foot was much deeper ; several 
remedies werp used, but it became much inflamed, and to- 
wards five in the morning, the poor child was struck with 
paralysis down the left side, and remained insensible and 
without power to move. All that skill could do to revive it 
was done in vain, the malady was considered incurable, and 
the doctors agreed that it would soon die, or be lame for the 
rest of its life. 

Nevertheless, in order to neglect nothing which humanly 
speaking, was likely to be of avail, they wanted to try a new 
remedy, but the mother hearing the physicians speak of it, 
would not allow it, and preferred to address herself to Saint 
Angela, to whom she had a great devotion, since she had 
heard the panegyrics pronounced during the Triduum, cele- 
brated in her honour a short time previous, and she prayed 
for her poor child with all the ardour which maternal love 
can inspire. Whilst its mother was thus employed, the child 
slept peacefully for two hours. On its awaking, the mother 
asked if it could eat, and it replied in the affirmative. A 
little nourishment was immediately brought, and the child 
seeing it, sat up in its bed, having no longer any trace of 
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palsy or of wounds. The mother, full of joy, dressed him, 
and shewed him to her neighbours, who regarded the child 
with astonishment, as it was full of vigour and life. The 
doctors were no less surprised, and had no hesitation in attri- 
buting this cure to a miracle. 

Out of gratitude, the good mother conducted the child, so 
miraculously cured, to the church of S. Afrae, amidst the 
acclamations of joy of the whole city, and in lasting testimony 
of the benefit received, she suspended a votive offering at the 
tomb of the Saint. 

Catherine Tallarini was equally happy with respect to one 
of her own children. She was a poor widow who had a son 
aged eight years, named Jerome, so feeble that he could not 
stand upright but by the help of a stick, and thus supported, 
he could only make a few steps on the floor, incapable of 
going up or down stairs. The trouble which this child caused 
its mother may be imagined, burthened as she was with other 
children, and obliged to maintain them by the work of her 
hands. 

She endeavoured to place her poor little boy in the hospital 
for Incurables, called the Matson de Bieu, but the hospice was 
over full of sick persons, so that she was unsuccessfal. 
Deprived of human aid, she then besought the saint to help 
her. She went to confession and communicated in her honor 
during three consecutive weeks ; and the 20th of May, 1777, 
which was the last day of Pentecost, she approached the tomb 
with her child, offered a lighted taper at the altar, and began 
to pray, keeping the -boy at her side. After having poured 
forth her grief for a few moments she turned to the boy, 
saying to him — 

" Carry thy stick to the altar, and leave it there." 
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** I cannot," he replied, " my limbs pain mo muclu" 

The mother again prayed earnestly, and again repeated her 
request, 

" But," said the child, " how can I return home without 
my stick?" 

The afflicted widow prayed anew, and then with more 
firmness commanded the boy to carry the stick to the altar ; 
but now angry, and in tears, he exclaimed — 

" I cannot, mother ; I cannot." 

The pious woman lost not her confidence, but with great 
trust again addressed herself to the saint, saying — 

" I will not go forth from the church ; I will suffer myself 
to be shut in (it was now seven in the evening) if you will not 
listen to me." 

Hardly had she said these words than the tears of the child 
gave place to joy. Suddenly he approached the altar, deposited 
his stick beside it, left his mother, ran out of the church, and 
straightway paid a visit to a lady, his benefactress, briskly 
running up the staircase of the house. This lady, and all 
those who had seen the child in so suffering a state, was fall 
of joy, and broke forth in praise of the saint when the mother 
related the fact to them, and from that moment the little 
Jerome, although he remained bow-legged, could walk as 
freely and leap as well as anyone. 

Other miracles also happened in the same city, but we pass 
them over in silence, in order not to be too lengthy. 

We have still to mention two striking ones worked at 
Desenzano, the birth-place of the saint, confirmed by many 
authentic testimonies : Biagio Beschi, a man of tall stature, 
was employed in the decoration of the Church of the Ursulines 
for the solemn Triduum celebrated in honor of the saint on 
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occasion of. the approbation given to het veneration by the- 
Supreme Pontiff ; the ladder on which he stood suddenly 
broke, and falling, he struck his head on the edge of a bench. 

One of the Beligious saw him fall, and, much alarmed, 
exclaimed, " Ah ! blessed Angela," whilst others hearing the 
noise and believing the man was dead or fearfully hurt, beheld 
him to their astonishment perfectly uninjured, and in order to 
prove that this was true, he at once ascended another ladder 
and continued his work. Yisited afterwards by surgeons, they 
could find no contusion, or fracture, and taking into account 
the height from which the man fell, and the great weight of 
his body, they did not scruple to ascribe his preservation to a 
miracle of the Saint whom the pious Ursuline had invoked. 

Grandile Majoli suffered during many months from an en- 
venomed wound, which extended from the thigh to the foot. 
Bemedies of every kind which art could suggest could not cure 
nor relieve him, and in 1772 his case was extreme, and he 
received the last Sacraments. Whilst in this state, he invoked 
the Saint with confidence, and begged the Archpriest, Dom 
Vincent Gamba, to bless him with a relic of S. Angela. This 
worthy priest eagerly complied with his request, fall of zeal 
in the propagation of this devotion. 

On the following morning the surgeon arrived to renew his 
remedies ; but, on removing the dressing, he found the wound 
healed and that the skin had began to cover it. "Without any 
aid from human skill, the sick man was wholly cured in a few 
days, so that he could rise, go to the church, and act as one 
in perfect health. 

The whole population of Sale, the country of Angela, expe- 
rienced in 1775 the power of her intercession. The country 
was stricken in that year with so great a drought, that a 
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disastrous rise in the price of proyisions was feared. None of 
the special devotions used in time of public calamity were 
omitted, but without success. God, however, who wished to 
glorify His servant by preferring her to others, inspired those 
in authority to invoke Angela's intercession, and her relics 
were exposed with much solemnity to a great multitude of the 
faithful in the church of the Capuchin Eathers, Pather 
Bellintini, having by means of an indult of Sixtus V., obtained 
this relic with several others from the church of S. Afirae, in 
1589. As soon as it was exposed. Heaven granted so abun- 
dant a rain that it fertilized the whole country, and a solemn 
thanksgiving to God and their holy patroness was returned. 

The blessings conferred by the intercession of S. Angela 
were not limited to her own country, but extended through- 
out the world, to all those who invoked her. An Ursuline of 
Stroncone, given up by the doctors in a disease affecting the 
head and in acute fever, was suddenly cured by invoking her. 

It was also by her intercession that an Ursuline of B^ziers 
was delivered from the hands of an insane companion, who 
had been confined for twelve years, and who had seized her by 
the throat at the time when she had brought her her food. 
On the morrow, this religious caused a mass of thanksgiving 
to be celebrated, and at the same time to beg of her holy 
Mother the cure of the poor lunatic ; the latter had recovered 
her reason when she returned to visit her, an event which 
caused great joy throughout the monastery. 

We have the testimonies of the Superiors of the Ursulines 
of Saint Brieuc, of Ancenis, Bordeaux, and of Carpentras 
attesting many miraculous cures worked by the intercession 
of the Saint in their respective monasteries. And we possess 
many other testimonies from persons of various conditions in 
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life, mred, some of firactured limbs which had crippled them 
from their infancr, or of diseases which threatened them with 
death. 

In Borne, where so mnch had been done in honor of 
S. Angela, the following cores were wrought by her interces- 
sion: 

In the month of May, 1757, 3Iarie Caselli, a yonng married 
woman, was attacked bv convnlsions and imflammation of the 
longs ; at the end of twelve days her case was so critical that 
the last Sacraments were administered to her. An Frsnline, 
having heard of this case, sent her an image of the Saint ; 
she at once applied it to her chest, and fervently begged to be 
cured, through the intercession of S. Angela. Her prayer 
was granted ; she recovered so perfectly as to be able at once 
to resume her household duties. 

A pupil of the Ursulines, one Marianne Lantit, five years of 
age, was in danger of death ; the Beligioos who had charge 
of the child dedicated her to her holy Mother, and the whole 
community recommended it to her care. On the morrow, the 
feast of S. Angela, the sick child was evidently better, and in 
a few days was perfectly cured. The brother of this child 
was also in danger of death when at the age of seven years ; 
he was suffering from an inflammatory fever ; no one had 
invoked the Saint's aid, but the blessed Angela appeared to 
the child, and cured him. On awaking from a sweet slumber, 
into which he had fallen, the child exclaimed to the prince, 
his father, who watched beside him, " The blessed Angela, of 
the Ursulines, has appeared to me, and has cured me." In 
gratitude for the restoration of the child's health, the prince 
gave the child a rich votive offering to carry to the altar of 
the church. 
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Anna Morgantini was attacked in July, 1768, with fever 
and convulsions, which brought her to the point of death ; it 
was impossible to administer the last Sacraments, for she was 
quite unconscious; the intercession of the Saint was then 
invoked, and in the presence of several who bore testimony to 
tliis cure, she passed from death to life, perfectly regaining 
her health. 

A similar case is related by Father Sanelli, one of the 
regular clerks devoted to the service of the sick ; it occurred, 
in the same month and year, to one CoBsar Manna, whom he 
was assisting in his agony. 

But these cases, it "will be seen, regarded only the health of 
the body, and it must not be imagined that the Saint was less 
generous to those who invoked her intercession in order that 
they might advance in virtue and finally work out their 
salvation ; on the contrary, it is for such she would, in a 
special manner, interest herself, for the charity of the blessed, 
being perfect, they must necessarily have the spiritual 
interests of souls far more at heart than their temporal needs, 
but as it is rarely the case that graces aifecting the former are 
made public, it need not surprise us that few instances have 
been handed down in writing; of such, however, we will 
relate the account of a striking conversion which happened in 
Brescia in 1780 : — 

Prancis Gallcrani, a native of Bologna, who had resided 
with his family at Venice foi several years, came to settle at 
Brescia, in July, 1780, being then about thirty-two years of 
age. He held the appointment of musical director of the 
opera house in that city, and had long suffered from a disease 
of the chest which rapidly grew worscj causing extreme 
debility. His friends, aware of his danger, endeavoured to 
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indnoe hiiii to prepare for deaih by turning bis thonglits to 
God ; but baying none, or at best yery little sense of religion^ 
be scoffed at tbeir entreaties, and continued in bis old dis- 
orderly ways, flattering bimself tbat be sbonld recover bis 
bealtb,. never believing tbat bis iUness was as serious as it 
really was. 

Aware of bis danger, several persons visited bim, amongst 
wbom was one Dominica Bidascbi. Sbe endeavoured to per- 
suade bim to go to tbe sacraments, and begged bim to invoke 
S. Angela, by wbose intercession so many graces and miracles 
bad been obtained. He followed ber advice, and sent the 
offerings for a Mass, witb wax tapers to be lighted before the 
tomb, saying at tbe same time — 

'* If, blessed Angela, you are really tbe great saint tbat you 
are said to be, obtain for me in eight days a perfect cure, 
either of soul or body." 

He received the grace he asked for, and moreover co-operated 
with it, for hardly had the tapers been lighted and the Mass 
celebrated than he felt as if a powerful band had pressed 
upon and at once softened bis heart. Tears flowed from his 
eyes in detestation of past sins ; his mind became enlightened 
as to tbe truths of the Catholic faith ; he at once acknowledged 
a particular grace vouchsafed to him through the intercession 
of Saint Angola, and the next day be sent tbe offerings for a 
Mass of Thanksgiving to God to be celebrated on the saint's 
tomb in the Church of S. A&w. Eesolved to make bis con- 
fession, bo also sent for tbe cur^ of the parish of S. Alexander, 
iu which bo resided, and who was of tbe Order of the Servants 
of 3t[ary, and Prior of bis Monastery as well as cure ; and 
when bo arrived, Gallerani, before commencing his confession, 
rolotod tbe grace tbat bad been vouchsafed to bim, acknow- 
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ledging that previously he had believed but little of Catholic 
doctrine ; that he had considered it mere folly to hear Mass, 
to keep the days of fasting and abstinence commanded by the 
Church ; that he had fallen into every kind of vice, especially 
into sins of sensuality ; he had become hardened in wicked- 
ness, and that it was many years since ho had made his 
confession ; but that yielding to the advice of his friends, ho 
had invoked Saint Angela, beseeching her to obtain for him of 
God the grace of cure of soul or body, and he ended by beg- 
ging him to hear his confession. Gallerani went through it 
with much contrition and many tears, evincing such com- 
punction that his heart seemed pierced with sorrow. Ho then 
asked for and received the holy Viaticum and Extreme Unction, 
having received which with great devotion and abundant 
tears, ho, for the third time, had Mass celebrated on the tomb 
of the saint, beseeching hor to obtain for him the grace of 
final perseverance. During the few days of life that yet 
remained to him, in which the good cure constantly assisted 
him, he ceased not to lament his past sins, to deplore his mis- 
spent life, and constantly to thank God and the blessed 
Angela for the contrition that had been granted to him, 
exercising himself in acts of faith, hope, and charity, and 
the holy virtues of patience and resignation to the Divino 
will, with entire detachment from all worldly thoughts and 
aifections. 

On the 27th of July he gave up his soul to God, giving 
almost certain marks of his eternal salvation, obtained by tho 
intercession of the Saint. After his death it was ascertained 
that he had been unable to leave the sum requisite to defray 
tho expenses of his burial. Some charitable persons, there- 
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fore, took tliis pious duty on themselves. Masses were offered 
up for the repose of his soul, and on the 28th of July, he was 
interred in the parish church of S. Alexander, at Brescia, and 
on the same day the worthy prior of that church, who had 
assisted him in his last moments, went to the cure of S. Afrae, 
to tell him what had passed at the death of his parishioner, 
regarding his conversion as a miracle, which God had 
effected at the intercession of the blessed Virgin, Angela 
Merici: The truth of this account was testified on oath by 
the Confessor and five other witnesses. 

From all that has been said, wo may see the great power 
of Angela before the throne of God, and thence we may con- 
ceive that He has indeed highly exalted her, and may well feel 
encouraged to have recourse to her intercession in our tem- 
poral but above all our spiritual necessities, with the firm 
confidence that she will not fail to intercede for us, that our 
prayers may be heard at the throne of grace. 

The interest she felt in those who invoked her, manifested 
itself as soon as she approached the throne of God, and if its 
results have not been referred to till these latter times, it may 
safely be ascribed to the negligence of her earlier historians, 
•or the lapse of time that passed before her canonization. 
Moreover, that the Saint had obtained many graces in those 
more distant days is amply and clearly proved by many 
documents. In 1690, Pather Joseph Tonimi wrote that 
many had hastened to the tomb of the Saint to implore graces 
from God, through her intercession, and a further proof con- 
sists in the fact that tapers and votive offerings, with offerings 
for masses were made in her honour. 

Paino also testifies that, from the year 1590, the people 
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regarded her as a Saint, on learniny tJie (/races sJie had 
obtained from God for iJiose who invohed her, and Octavo 
Ermanno, in his life of tho venerable Alexander Luzzago, 
says that at the tiino of the visit of S. Charles Borromeo to 
Brescia, in quality of Visitor Apostolic, she was commonly 
regarded as blessed on account of s?veral miracles wroxujht after 
her death. 



THE END. 
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ARCH-CONFRATERNITY 

Of 

S. ANGELA. 



Oke of the moat precious marks of the fatherly care of 
Pins IX. towards the Ursuline Order has been the estab- 
lishment of the Arch-confraternity of S. Angela on the 
17th of April, 1863, and it is but jnst that this Httle 
Tolmne should contain some particulars respecting it. 

His Holiness had already made obligatory, in the whole 
Church, the Office and Mass of S. Angela, which hitherto 
had only been celebrated in the Houses of the Frsulines, 
although the Saint was canonised in 1807. He had also 
allowed the Ursuline Communities to place in S. Peter's 
at Bome a statue of S. Angela,* but the great favor has 
been the founding of the Arch-confraternity, which makes 
Saint Angela the patroness of christian mothers, and pro- 
tectress of young girls; its end is to awaken religious 
zeal for the cause of our holy Mother, the church ; persons 
of either sex may become members of it, and the seat of 
the Arch-confraternity must be in one of the Ursuline 
Houses. 

His Grace Monsignor C. Baillargeon was eager himself 

* There are but four holy Foundressea of Religious Orders to whom 
this honour has been granted. The statue of Saint Angela is of marble, 
more than fifteen feet high ; it cost 37,000 francs. 
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to establish it in our Monastery, and there are now more 
than 2,500 associates in the single section of the Frsnlines 
of Quebec ; they are in every part of the provincef*, from 
Gaspia to Port Samia, and are principally old pupils. 

An Indulgence of sixty days for every good work, which 
may be gained as often in the day as is desired, should 
serve to make it more precious. 

The Arch-confraternity has produced another great ad- 
vantage, that of placing in better and more intimate 
relations the various Houses of the XJrsuline Order; for 
our own part, our correspondence has become much ex- 
tended, and we congratulate ourselves upon this result. 

For our section of the Arch-confraternity there are no 
fixed days when it is obligatory for members to meet, for 
taking into consideration the assembling together of other 
Confraternities, of whom many are already members, and also 
that the Associates are dispersed in various parts of the 
province, we have preferred to establish it here on the model 
of the Confraternity of the " Great Ship of S. Ursula," estab- 
lished at Cologne centuries since, and which contains in its 
registers thousands of names of persons of all conditions. 

May the Associates always preserve a lively recollec- 
tion of the principal aim of the Confraternity, which is a 
religious zeal for the cause of our Holy Mother the 
Church ; it is a seed fruitful in good works ; for our own 
part, we have been able to send to the Holy Father a 
considerable sum, which had its value in an autograph 
answer from His Holiness, with his blessing for the pupils 
and their parents, as well as for the Community ; and, 
inspired by S. Angela, we have contributed at various 
times to the Pontifical Zouaves, &c. 
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Amongst other spiritual advantages there is a plenary 
indulgence for the octave of S. Angela, participation in the 
Holy Sacrifice, which is celebrated in the monastery the 
first Tuesday of every month ; and the signal protection of 
S. Angela, who has manifested herself several times by 
miracles since 1863. 

As to ourselves, we cannot be grateful enough to the 
good God for the graces shed upon our pupils since they 
learned to pay a greater homage to S. Angela, and to sing 
her praises. From the letters of M. V Abbe Richandeau we 
observe also that the greater part of the Ursuline Houses 
render the same testimony of a visible progress in piety since 
the establishment of the Arch-confraternity. 

We have, in the interests of the city and the adjoining 
parishes, established a library, which already contains 500 
volumes, all books carefully selected, bearing in mind that 
these young persons have received a careful education; a 
certain number of these books are the gifts of benevolent 
persons abroad. 

It is to the Arch-confraternity that we are indebted 
for the book of " The Apostolate of the Young Girl,'' which 
has already reached its seventh edition ; more than 16,000 
copies have already been disposed of; also "The Pormu- 
lary of the Ursulines," considerably enlarged, has reached 
its third edition. 

THE DIRECTORIX OF THE ARCH-CONFRATERNITY. 



